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The American Publishers need say nothing in rec- 
ommendation of the execution or authenticity of this 
biography, as its author enjoyed the bosom confidence 
P^' of the deceased, and was by him furnished, in part, 
. with the materials for the work. . The English trans- 
I I lation may be received with implicit confidence, having 
i been prepared under the biographer's supervision. . 

The work appears simultaneously here, in Paris, and 
I in London ; and although its price has been enhanced 
I by the expense of Joying 4he trs^i^aticji; and engra- 
I vings executed in France, i^-a^ditjonjo a liberal copy- 
right, the Publishers can but* anticipate for it a favour- 
able reception--espe<Sall^'ai§'it-14th9 only life we shall 
have for a long period, at least with the pernjission of 
the family of the deceased. 

The wonderful degree of popularity Lafayette mii- 
fbrmly enjoyed ; the unspotted purity of charisujter, and 
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VI NOTICE. - 

entire disinterestedness of motive be ever exhibited 
in the conspicuous stations he occupied through the 
vicissitudes of two ages, and upon the theatres of two 
worlds, conspire to render his history most extraor- 
dinary And attractive. 

But by Americans is his memory especially cher- 
ished : and it is to be ardently hoped that the simul- 
taneous publication in the land of his birth, and that 
of his adoption, of the <* Recollections" of their com- 
mon Son, may contribute something to allay that bit- 
terness of feeling which now threatens a divorce : and 
that the associatkms which bis history has indissolubly 
intwined around the hearts of his feQow-citizens, may 
revive those firiendly sympathies which he so happily 
sustained while living, and of which " being dead, he 
yet speaketh." 

LEAVITT, LORD, & Ca 

/: / : Pj:iljJ?hers'iLy ^g^^ejlers, 180 Broadway. 
New York, Z>ecemM-*l$5.: •;*.:• 
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TO THE READER. 

A FEW days after die death of Oeneral La&yette, I 
leceived the foUowii^ letter from an Americaoi Mr. L 
Townsend, of Albany : — 

••Pwii^MayaStli, J834. 

*' Sir, — ^It has been your lot to fulfil one of the holiest 
of duties, in the eyes of the Americans. The friendship 
of a great ma^ and his wett-merited confidence in your 
talents and your intelligence, have procured you the 
sad dis^ction of bdng* px^esent al-the death-bed of one 
whom we so lately were proud to name the first of our 
fellow-citizeus, and have enabled you to alleviate, by 
every means which art can suggest to affection, the suf- 
ferings which La&yette must have endured from a fatal 
malady. Tou have been permitted to sooth the last 
moments of our General, to listen to his last accents, to 
receive his last sigh ! Now that the mournful stupor 
into which his death has plunged all who can lament 
departed virtue, and appreciate the extent of such a 
calamity to the world at large, is beginning to yield to 
a sorrow more accessible to consolation, a stranger, who 
has no other claim upon your attrition than that of be- 
ing a native of a country in which your illustrious 

B 
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VIU PBEFACE. 

friend was idolized, implores you, sir, to record for him 
and for his fellow-citizens, the last scene of that glorious 
existence of which you have been a witness, and which 
possesses in their eyes a degree of interest so intense ! 

"I need not assure you, that the motive of my request 
is no idle or vulgar curiosity ; you will do me the justice 
to ascribe it to a feeling worthy of the ties that bound 
IM to our virtuous fellow-citizen and benefactor. When 
the decree of Providence deprives a family of a beloved 
fether, after the first moments of stupor and affliction, 
filial piety may well seek to know all the circumstances 
which preceded the &tal event, — ^may well linger on 
them with a feeling of mournful affection, thus yielding 
to an illusion which blunts the sen^ of sorrow, and 
resuscitates for a moment the cherished object of its 
worship. 

'' This consolation, sir, you will not deny us ; we ask 
it on behalf of ourselves and of our brethren^— in the 
name of an entire country, which even at this moment 
is proud to call Lafayette the last of her fethers — ^for at 
this moment that country knows not the loss which she 
has sustained, and which will too soon spread desola- 
tion and mourning among her children. That nation, 
our friends, our relatives, all who fevour us with their 
indulgrace, or honour us with their confidence, will 
turn to us in their affliction, and inquire from us the 
details of their misfortune. They will say to us — * Our 
aged and noUe friend breathed his last among you ; 
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PREFACE. IX 

you know all ; leave us not in ignorance whether na- 
ture spai^liim the sufferings from which his life mer- 
ited exemption — whether his pure and beneficent spirit 
departed without anguii^, to join that of the Mend and 
&ther of his yonth^— whether he preserved to the last 
that pure and lofty intelligence, which was long our 
guide and our Mol ! Above all, inform us, if while suf^ 
fering the painful transition from life to immortality, his^ 
confidence in our fidelity, and our attachment, was un- 
shaken? Was he allowed at his last solemn hour to 
cast a parting look upon the great family of America— 
to bestow on us a last benediction and fiurewell?-— on us 
who loved him so much — on us, whom the recollection 
of his virtues, and the hope of his approbation, so often 
intoxicated with enthusiasm — on us, who are now r^ 
daced to the sad necessity of paying a fruitless tribute 
to his memory?^ Yon, sir, can enable us to reply to 
our countrymen, and you will not, I trust, compel m to 
turn a deaf ear to their legitimate appeal. 

<' I feel, sir, that I have already trespassed too long 
upon your attention; but you will doubtless pardon me, 
when you reflect how difficult it must be for one of my 
nature to avoid enlarging upon such a subject I con- 
dude, then, by repeating my entreaty that you will be 
kind enough to employ such leisure moments as you 
can spare from your important occupations, in collecting 
your reminiscences, which must be still firesh, on the 
private life and last moments of our La&yette ; and that 
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you will permit me to transmit them to my &mily, and 
to the governor of my state, to whom I shall be happy 
to offer so striking a proof of my friendship* 

" Accept, sir, the assurance of the high respect which, 
in common with other foreigners, I entertain for your 
abilities, and the expression of the deep and lasting 
gratitude that, as an American, I feel for your attentim 
to our great citizen during that &tal malady which has 
torn him from the admiration and the affection both of 
America and France^ 

"Isaiah Townsend." 

I should have found some difficulty in refusing to ac* 
cede to the just and affecting demand of one who could 
so well appreciate La&yette's virtues, and who thus ad- 
dressed me in the naine of his fellow-citizens. . It wae 
my first intention to write to him but one letter ; but as 
I reflected on my answer, sudi a superabundance of 
ideas presented themselves to my mind, that X was really 
at a loss to make a selection of my materials. As the 
vacation of the faculty was approaching, I resolved to 
profit by the leisure moments that would thus be left to 
me, to compose a series of letters, which I addressed in 
succession to Mr. Townsend. In compliance with his 
request, I authorized him to communicate them to his 
countrymen. He had the patience to translate them; 
and his version, which is inore correct than the original, 
\vas published in one of the New York jdurnals, the 
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Evening Star. The letters found their way back to 
France, after receiving, as it were, the rite of baptism in 
America, the country of La&y otto's adoption. Several 
persons who read them in Paris spoke tome about them, 
and Messrs. Gbdignani proposed to me to puUish them, 
under the impression that they would prove interesting 
to our countrymen. I have only to hope that the idea 
may be correct. 

I knew not exactly what resolution to adopt: I felt 
but little disposed to publish letters whieh had been so 
hastily written, and which, when committed to paper, I 
had scarcely had time to lead. Most of them had been 
composed at night, after the fttigues of the day, and I 
really doubted if they were worthy the honour of ap- 
pearing in print In this stote of uncertainty, I con- 
sulted some of my friends, on whose jndgmsot and ad- 
vice Icould rely upon such an occasion. Some of them 
ui^ed me to publish without dday, as in their opinion 
my materials ought not to be lost to the historian, and 
above all, to the individuals who had been acquainted 
with La&yette. Others, who were not of that opinion, 
observed to me, that I was about to undertake a task 
out of my own line ; that I was more accustomed to 
handle the lancet than the pen, and that the public, who 
are sometimes difficult, might feel no relish even for 
good materials if not appropriately arranged. I was 
thus again reduced to a state of perplexity and hesita- 
tion* I could entertain no doubt of the interest felt by 
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my friends in my welfare, or of the sincerity with whi<4i 
they had given their opinions, aiyl yet they were fiir 
from being unanimous on the subject umder con»d^ra- 
tkm. What was to be done ? My letters were finished ; 
they had been favourably received by the Americana; 
they might be copied from their journals, re-printed, and 
perhaps re-translated from the English version with the 
addition of new &ults. The last reason decided me : 
I consented to their publi^^ation, and I moreover prom- 
ised the publishers to revise and correct the origiosd 
manuscript. 

In adopting the resolution of publishing my letlei;i|, 
I was supported and encouraged by the refleetion, that 
I was actuated, not by the ambition of writing a good 
book, but by the desire of doing a good action, and of 
paying a slight tribute of gratitude to the meinoryof 
the illustrious individual who bad hiHioured me with 
his confidence and esteem. The laJtter motive will, I 
trust, give me a claim to ihe indulgence of my country* 
men, to whom I submit my work. I bad, besides, heaxd 
so many fiJsities or inaccuracies stated, with r^fard to 
Lafayette ; experience had so thoroughly convinced me 
thai those who formed an erroneous judgment of him, 
were not acquainted with his character, (a circumstance 
which is not surprising when we reflect thai mankind 
in general speak with the greatest readiness on the sub* 
jects with which they are the least acquainted,) that I 
considered it almost a duty to represent La&yette. sim- 
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ply as he was, in order to refute or undeceiTe his de- 
tectors or his opponents. 

The hatefiil and interested passions which pursae a 
great man during his career, are generally buried with 
him in the grave ; and since La&yette has been no morOi 
his countrymen are beginning to do him justice, and to 
acknowledge his lofiy virtues, and immense influence 
which he exercised upon the civilization and the Uber- 
ties of France, and of the whole workL In these let- 
ters, I have as much as possible avoided every subjei^ 
more especially connected with the poUtics of the pres- 
ent day ; the public portion of La&yette's U& belouging 
to history^ and having ahready occupied the attention 
of odier writers. If I have spoken of some of La&yotte^s 
opinions, if I have developed and commented on scone 
of his ideas, I have done so with the reserve that be- 
comes my position. Far be it from me to apply those 
opinions or ideas to any individual, especially when 
they may have been calculated to cause a painful or 
even a disagreeable feeling ! 1 have endeavoured to 
use without abusing our precioiiis, our inestimable 
liberty of thinking and writing— a liberty, the prudent 
use of which is no less advwtageous, than its abuse is 
prejudicial, to the wel^ire of society. 

It has been my purpose to display Lafayette in his 
private life, to depict him at least as I have seen him. 
It will he observed, I think, that he owed every thing to 
his good natural disposition, to the purity of his feelings, 
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and to the development of hii^ exalted mtelligence; 
that he never acted a part, inasmuch as be always dis- 
played himself in public as he appeared in*^ the bosom of 
his &mily, his private life having been really the coun- 
terpart of his poUtical career. The quotations which I 
have made from his writings, some of his heretofore un- 
published letters which I now submit to my readers, and 
the materials whidi I have collected from his corre- 
spondence with his friend Masclet, form the most impor- 
tant portion of my work. 

Notwithstanding the changes, transpositions, correc- 
tions, additions, or suppressions, which I have made in 
my original manuscript, the reader may still find much 
confusion in my arrangement of the subjects of which 
I have treated : he may also observe a number of breaks 
and omissions, and probsJ>ly many involuntary errors 
or inaccuracies of style. Perhaps, also, he may com- 
plain of the introduction of too many medical discus- 
sions, and he may with some justice apply to me the 
reproach addressed to M. Josse ; he may likewise think 
that in several of my episodes I* have tost sight of my 
principal subject. But I must repeat, my letters were 
in the first instance composed almost confidentially ; and 
under the seal of fi*iendship much is written that the 
author would feel reluctant to expose to pubHcity. Ne- 
vertheless, I judged it inexpedient to make many changes 
in the work, notwithstanding its numerous defects, ^ 
which have not escaped my attention, for had I done so 
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I Should have been obliged to re-write the book ; a task, 
the idea of which I was compelled to abandon. I there- 
fore sabmit wf letters to the reader^ almost in the form 
in which they were originally congiposed. 

I have been under the necessity of speaking of many 
individuals who still exist, some of them belonging to, 
and others unconnected with, Lafityette's fiunily. I 
trust they will pardon me for having introduced their 
names without i»eviously obtaining their consent ; and 
I am the more inclined to rely upon their indulgence, as 
I have fortunately had no occasion to present them in 
any other than a fiivouraUe light 

Under the impression that a reinresentation of mate- 
rial objects, which strike the si^t, is more deeply en- 
graved on the memory than any description that can 
be given, I had forwarded to Mr. Townsend some 
sketches taken with the pen, and representing several 
of the scenes and persons referred to in my letters. « 
These drawings, clumsily and hastily executed, Uke the 
text of my work, had no other merit than that of accu- 
racy ; they have since been re-copied and much im- 
proved by three artists, Messrs. Andrew, Best, and Le- 
loir, who, to mutual friendship for each other, unite 
talents of a high order. These gentlemen, assisted by 
the pencil of a skilful draughtsman, M. Letellier, have 
re-produced my sketches, and in correcting them, have 
displayed a degree of courtesy and zeal which merits 
• my warmest acknowledgments. The plates now pre- 
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sealed, will, I trust, incontestably provie the progress 
which wood engrayings have of late years made in 
France. With r^ard to two of the plates, I have been 
assisted by the talent of two of my friends, Messrs. 
Gndin and Pradier. 

Messrs. Galignani have undertaken to publish my 
letters, not so much with a view to a commerdal spec- 
ulation, as dirough a desire of joining in the homage' 
paid to the memory of our great fellow-citizen ; and their" 
publication of the work has been characterized by that 
liberality which should ever form the bond of union' 
between commerce and the fine arts and sciences. The 
printing of the work has been confided to M. Jules 
Didot, sen., who has discharged his task in a manner 
worthy of his typographical reputati<m. 

To facilitate as much as possible the reading of these 
letters, ai^ to remedy the want of order, and indeed 
confusion, that prevails in many of my pages, I have 
added at the end of the volume an analytical index, 
and an alphabetical listt>f the proper names quoted in 
the course of the work. 

I shall esteem myself happy, if, notwithstanding the 
imperfections of my book, the reader may find in it 
some interesting passages, which may dispose him to 
regard my labours with indulgence. Should he have 
been intimately acquainted with Lafayette, it is my hope 
and my wish that he may recognise him in the following 
pages ; and should he be willing to furnish me, on the 
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sabject of his life, with any new facts capable of being 
grouped with tfiose which I have already pat together, 
I i^all most thankfully and mo^ cheerfully pubhsh his 
communications — if I may indulge in the supposition, 
that my work is destined to reach a seccHid edition. 

Paris, October 15, 1835. 
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EECOLLEGTIONS 

PRIVATE LIFE 
GENERAL LAFAYETTE, 



LETTER I. 

PoifliAagiist 94,1884. 

Sir — ^In requiring to be iofonned of the accompany- 
ing circumstances of the malady which has just closed 
the career of General La&yette, and to be furnished 
with such particulars of his private life as my intimacy 
with himself and his fimily m^y have enabled me to 
commuiiicate, you impose on me a most painful task-— 
painfiil on accoi^t of the bitter recollections which it 
awakens, and pne to which my powers would ^ inade- 
quate were I expected to do fhll justice to a subject 
Aat now belongs to history. 

What an extraordinary existence was that of Lafay- 
ette ! We first observe him a weak boy, reared under 
the influence of all the prejudices and aristocratic ideas 
of his day, and impressed with the notion, which had 
been carefully instilled into him, that the science of 
heraldry was the first of human acquirements ! Scarce- 
ly had he emerged from boyhood, when he felt his 
heart beat responsive to the cries of distress uttered by 
a people who had just raised the stsuidard of indepen* 
dence, and made a bold effort to shake off the galling 
yc^e of England. At the age of nineteen, La&yette 
1 
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quitted a young and lovely woman whom he adored| 
and to whom his destiny had been united. Sunnount- 
ing every obstacle opposed to his generous design, he 
quitted his country, and hastened to devote to the cause 
of the oppressed people of North America, his counsel, 
his personal assistance, and his entire fortune. After 
shedding his blood for their cause in the plains of Bran- 
dywine, he brought back victory to their standard ; by 
his personal influence, and by the credit of his family, 
he induced the cabinet of Versailles to recognise and 
support their independence, and thus ensured the tri- 
umph of the holiest cause in which enterprise and cour- 
age had ever been enlisted. 

Laifayette passed through an age of corruption with- 
out losing his purity. He was proof against the seduc- 
tions of the Court of Louis XV., and the temptations to 
which the youth of France were exposed under the 
reign of his successor. He witnessed the excesses and 
the weakness of power, the resistance opposed to it from 
every quarter, and the first grand shock which prece- 
ded the whirlwind of revolution, and the progress of 
subsequent reforms. The opinions and the interests of 
the diflFerent classes were brought into collision ; the 
bonds of society were loosened ; its very elements were 
confounded together; the people had risen, and the 
reign of brute force seemed about to commence. A 
federal compact was the result of this conflict : in pres- 
ence of three hundred thousand spectators, it was sworn 
to, on the altar of the country, by the king, by the army, 
by a deputation of fourteen thousand of the National 
Guards, and by Lafayette in the name of his fellow-citi- 
zens. This solemn civic oath, which seemed calculated 
to ensure the happiness of France, and which was re- 
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peated from one extremity of the kingdom to the other, 
was soon violated. La&jrette, who was the command* 
er, and, in &ct, the creator of the National Guard, 
calmly l)raved the dangers by which he was surround- 
ed, and repelled with horror the excesses which sullied, 
from its very commencement, a revolution destined to 
become as fertile in crime as^in traits of heroism. His 
conscience was his guiding star ; his courage the pilot 
that led him safe through the storm by which France 
was overwhelmed; and his progress through that 
grand epoch was marked by patriotism, civic courage, 
and a series of advantageous reforms and liberal insti- 
tutions, with which he assisted to ameliorate the con- 
dition of France. After the 10th August, 1792, the pu- 
rity of his sentiments and political principles led to his 
proscription. Having no other alternative than to quit 
his country, or to violate his oaths to the constitutional 
government, he hesitated not a moment, and submitted 
to voluntary exile. In violation of the rights of nations, 
his perfidious enemies sei2sed him on neutral ground, 
and threw him into prison, in the hope of abridging his 
dsLj^j or, at least, rendering the world forgetful of a life 
over which Providence watched. , In spite of his virtue, 
his courage, and his resignation, he was exposed to the 
most unworthy treatment, marched for the space of five 
years from the prisons of Prussia to those of Austria, 
and finally plunged into the dungeons of Olmutz, in 
virtue of an order wrested from the emperor. 

In the absence of Lafeyette from the political scene, 
Prance, notwithstanding the civil war which desolated 
her provinces, was enabled, by the institution of her Na- 
tional Guards, to resist the elBTorta of all Europe in arms 
against her. The ancient monarchy was sapped from 
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ils^fimndtttiims, and its feeble heir; despite of his virtaes, 
and the omstitalioii which protected him, perished amd 
the ndnsr of his dirone. The d^erent paxties, by tarns 
vanqmshed or triumt^ian!, were <^befii crutd anB sail-- 
gointtry, sMietiioes great and magnanimous, bat al- 
ways formidable. Nothing was respected. The joy^ 
or rather the deiiriom of a people intoxicated with li- 
centiousness, was expressed in the borlesque or bloody 
salumalia with whidi they degraded their worship of 
due Supreme B^ng. The tenq[des of religion were pro- 
&ned or overthrown — ^its ministers banished or immola- 
ted. Whole towns declared in a state of revolt, were 
destined to be raaed to the ground in the name of the 
law, and as a disgrace to the territory of the r^ublic. 
Death hovered over France, in the outraged name of 
liberty and equality ; the el«to<^ society perished und^ 
t)ie revdutionary axe ; and Baen, the most distinguished 
by their rank, their virtues, and their acquiiements, ex- 
piated with their lives the crime of devotioa to the in- 
terests of tteir country. The {^rensied representatives 
of the Mountain party, the rii^eaders of popular des- 
potison, were soon butchered in their turn ; with them 
finsdied the reign of terror, and its wide-spreading deso- 
lation, which heA commenced its cry <^ havoc in the 
sovereign's palace. 

After a long^ and painful detoition, La&yette was 
restored to liberty, but waa«tiU compelled to linger in 
exile. Scarcely had he again set foot in the land of 
his birih, ere be found his countrymen fescanated by 
Oie glory of tiie soldier who^ at a later period, forced 
them to bow before his iron sceptre, and immolated 
freedom wiA flie weapon which 1^ had seized to de- 
stroy anaidiy. La&yette w^s then reduced to lead a 
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life of obscarity, and to solace himself with the aflfec- 
lions of the heart, in the retreat in which he devoted 
himself to the cultivation of his fields. In that peace- 
ful spot he resist the powerful solicitations of the 
conqueror whose renown dazzled all Europe. He 
looked upon Napoleon merely in the light of a supe- 
rior genius, who abused his power to subjugate the 
world; and notwithstanding his personal obligations 
to that great man, he refused to move in the sphere of 
his imperial despotism. 

After the misfortunes of the empire, the sad results 
of our victories, France, torn and invaded by her ene- 
mies under the name of her allies, derived some conso- 
lation firom the subsequent peace which she enjoyed. 
The morning of liberty dawned upon the cherished 
land, which at length ceased to be made subservient to 
the oppression of other nations. The institution of the 
National Guards was revived, — an institution to which 
France owes her triumphs, and to which Europe will 
one day owe her emancipation. Lafayette awoke to 
hope — ^his heart beat with renewed ardour — ^he quitted 
his retreat — ^hastened to the tribune to defend public 
Uberty against old prejudices, and the encroachments 
of a power re-established by force; and his voice was 
heard from the moment when the honour, the glory, 
and the independence of his country were at stake. 

The Americans having unanimously invited his 
presence, Lafayette obeyed the call of .his old com- 
panions in arms, with whom, more than fifty years 
before, under the walls of Yorktown, he had gathered 
the laurels that overshadowed the cradle of their rising 
liberty. The sons of liberated America inherited the 
gratitude of their &tbers, and decreed to their defender 
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a triumph unprecedented in the annals of the workL 
On his return to France, a popular but legal insurrec^ 
tion Avexaged the violation of the charter, by the over- 
throw of the sovereign who had conspired against it» 
In the midst of this glorious revolution, whose ttiunder 
re-echoed throughout Europe, which it menaced with 
a general c<Hifl£^ation, La&yette, fidthfiil to his prin- 
ciples, and to the mission confided to him by the peqde, 
endeavoured to fix <m a wider and more sdid basis the 
liberty and the happiness of his country — the objects 
towards which, from that period to. the hour of his 
death, his efforts were constantly directed. 

The sketch which I have here rapidly traced, will 
form a glorious subject for the development of the 
writer who may one day record the life of La&yette 
in the annals of history. The obligation which you 
impose on me is fortunately the more easy, as it con- 
sists merely in the communication of isolated facts in 
the domestic career of this illustrious man. The con- 
fidence which he reposed in me enabled me to see him 
closely, to observe the slightest circumstances of his life, 
and to ascertain his real sentiments on a variety of 
matters that formed the subject of his private conver- 
sations. The feelings of respect and gratitude ex- 
pressed by you in your letter jfor the liberator of your 
country, leave me in no doubt as to the indulgence 
with which you will receive every particular that 
relates to him ; and I shall esteem myself baj^y, if 
my simple narrative can i»resent to you, or such of 
your friends as may read it, a slight portion of the 
interest that you might unquestionably expect to find 
in details firom a more practised pen than mine. Be- 
isides, as I can devote to the pleasure of addressing you 
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only the few letsuie moments left to me by my [mblic 
fimctkms, and by the duties of my profession, my letten 
'wSl no doubt take their tone from the circumstances 
under which they are written. I therefore rely upcm 
your indulg^ice to excuse their form and manner in 
fiiTOur of their matter. 

Connected with General La&yette since the com- 
mmieeraent of my medical careier, honoured with his 
confidence and friendship, and with the intimacy of his 
fiimily, I nevertheless venture to believe that the pubU« 
cation of all that my memory may ehable me to retain 
of his words and actions in the domestic circle, will be 
considered neither an indiscreet nor an unseasonable 
disclosure. His ashes now claim only that regard to 
truth which is due to the dead, and I may therefore 
unreservedly reveal all that I know of his personal 
ccffiiduct and his noble character. There are certainly 
few individuals with r^ard to whom a writer could 
advance thus &r without the dread of being obliged to 
shrink from the tribunal of public opinion. But every 
act of La&yette's life was great and generous, and bad 
for its object the welfere of mankind, of whom he was 
the sincere friend, and to whom he presented the noble 
example of his virtues, and of his uniformly irreproach- 
able conduct 

By way of introduction, permit me in the first place 
to give you a description of La&yette's person, at least 
as &r as my memory and my pen can accomplish a 
task which might with more propriety be confided to 
the pencil of a skilful limner. Lafiiyette was tall and 
well-proportioned. He was decidedly inclined to em- 
honjmnt^ though not to obesity. His head was large, 
his fece oval and regular ; his forehead lofty and open ; 
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his eyes, which were full of goodness and meaning, 
were large and prominent, of a grayish blue, and sur- 
mounted with light and well-arched but not bushy 
eyebrows ; his nose was aquiline ; his mouth, which 
was habitually embellished with a natural smile, was 
seldom opened except to utter kind and gracious ex- 
pressions ; his complexion was clear ; his cheeks were 
slightly coloured ; and at the age of seventy-seven not 
a single wrinkle furrowed his countenance, the ordi- 
nary expression of which was that of candour and 
frankness. Gifted with a strdng and vigorous consti- 
tution, which had not been developed till late in hfe, 
and which had been enfeebled neither by the vicis- 
situdes of a career passed amid political convulsions, 
nor by the sufferings and privations which he had 
undergone during, his captivity, La&yette, notwith- 
standing his advanced age, enjoyed his intellectual 
faculties to their full extent ; and was rendered, by his 
moral energy, superior to circumstances which bow 
down or crush the generality of mankind. During the 
latter years of his life his health was good, or at most 
troubled but at rare intervals by slight indispositions, or 
by transient fits of gout, the first attack of which he felt 
some years ago. Whenever he had occasion for medical 
assistance, my friend Professor Guersent visited him as 
his physician, and myself in my capacity of surgeon. 

Lafeiyette's sight was excellent ;* but of late his hear- 
ing had lost something of the delicacy to the extent of 
which he had once enjoyed that sense, and the circum- 
stance was the more perceptible whenever he felt him- 
self indisposed. His perceptions, both morally and phys- 
ically speaking, were keen, and he usually gave free 
vent to the manifestation of his agreeable impressiona 
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Those of a ecmtrary OAtare faur strength of nuiid enar 
Ued him to sapfOMij or at least to dissemble, in order 
tibat he might spare bis firi^ids the knowledge of his 
8iiffiering& His physiognomy, which was habitually 
calm, gave a fiuthful reflection of the movements of bk^ 
soul, and at times assumed much expression, though it 
was less under the influence of his sensations than of 
his sentiments. According to the circumstances in 
which he was placed, joy, hope, pity or gratitude, ten* 
demess.or sererity, were, by turns, predominant in his 
eyes and in every feature of his countenance. His de- 
portment was noble and dignified, but his gait, since 
1803, was rather constrained, in consequence of die 
accident of a broken thigh, which compelled him to lean 
on his cane when walking, and prevented him from 
flittisg down with ease and quickness, on account of a 
stiffiiess in the hip joint His other, movements were 
easy and natural, and though he had but little supple- 
ness in his fingers, his gestures were gracefiil, and rare- 
ly abrupt, even in the moments when his conversation 
was most animated. The tone of his voice, which was 
naturally serious, was sofl; and ^igreeable, or strong and 
sonorous, according to the circumstances under which 
he spoke. When the subject of conversatiim was gay, 
he laughed heartily ; but even the excess of his mirth 
was never displayed in sudden and violent bursts of 
laughter. He dined at home as often as possible, and 
his frugal meal invariaUy consisted of a little fish and 
ibe wing of a fowl. Ete drank nothing but water. I 
have not the least doubt that his sobriety and temper- 
ance, and the regularity of his r^im^i, greatly contrib* 
'Uted to exempt him from the infirmities of old age. 
La&yette's dress was always extremely simple, and 
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fiee from every thing lite pretension. He usually wore 
a long gray or darkK:oloured greatcoat, a round hat, 
pantaloons and gaiters, as represented in the full-length 
portrait executed some years ago by Mr. Scheflfer, and 
which resembles him in every respect. He was re- 
markably clean and neat in his person, even to minute- 
ness ; and for this reason his valet de chambre, Bartien, 
who had been long in his service, and never quitted 
him, became at last indispensable for his comfort. The 
faithful servant knew all his master's habits, and was, 
in a great measure, enabled to anticipate his wants. 

During his latter years, Lafayette led an agreeable, 
and, above all, a regular existence, every instant of his 
time having its stated occupation. His moments of rec- 
reation were spent in the bosom of his family, op 
among a circle of intimate friends, on whom he be* 
stowed the hours not devoted to his legislative labours, 
jOT to his numerous correspondents. He ever regarded 
time as a gift of which the best use was to be made ; 
and according to his own expression, " he was not at 
liberty to lose it himself, and still less to occasion the 
loss of it to others." If he was not always exact to the 
hour of a rendezvous given or accepted by him, the 
multiplicity of his engagements and his preoccupation 
of mind were the cause of the delay ; but in important 
cases his punctuality was exemplary. I have never seen 
him indulge in any of those social games to which people 
have recourse by way of pastime, or to kill time, as .the 
phrase is generally used. He was fond of the country, 
and when not detained in Paris by business, usually 
retired to Lagrange, whiere his existence was altogether 
patriarchal. 

The moral and intellectual Acuities of La&yette 
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folded Strongly towards all that was good, great, or 
generous, in human nature. EQs reason- was too solid, 
and his judgment too sure, to suffer him to give way to 
an ardent imagination ; consequently, his enthusiasm 
was always based on grounds approved of by his con-, 
science and his reason. In his opinion, it was neces- 
sary that the beau ideal should be useful, just, honour- 
able, and confined within the bounds of possibility. 
His mind was cultivated, and his acquirements exten- 
sive, particularly in the historical, moral, and political 
sciences. He read much, and often wrote or dictated. 
He had been placed in such different social positions, 
had been thrown into contact with so many men, and 
had been concerned in so many events, that he was 
enabled, more than any other incUvidual, to perfect him- 
self in the knowledge of the human heart, and of those 
institutions which govern, or ought to govern, societjr, 
according to the state of its civilization.^ He was great 
even in htUe circumstances, which he seemed to exact 
by the attention that he paid to them^ He took a com- 
prehensive view of the general principles of morality 
and poUtics ; but sometimes his heart deceive4 his rea- 
son, and he was misled by illusions -honourable to him- 
self-— when it became necessary to apply those princi- 
ples to mankind, with whom, I believe, he was not tho- 
roughly acquainted. He judged men according to his 
own feelings, and if he was sometimes mistaken in 
them, it was because he saw them as they ought to be 
— because he believed them better than they really 
were — ^because he was too virtuous for his age. Hav- 
ing never cherished a single thought which was not 
prompted by good, he could with difficulty imagine the 
existence of evil in others, and therefore was not prone 
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to mispicioa. This noble and genezouB feeling is die 
attribute of elevated mrnds, and will haidly be nnder- 
stood by those who have viewed La&^tte only through 
Ibe fiibe medium of their prejudices or iheir passions. 



LETTER II. 



Paris, AngiiBt Slsl, 1884. 

Permit me, sir, in future, to continue widiout pref- 
ace the course of the narrative that I may have heea 
obliged to interrupt. By this means we shall not lose 
our time, you in reading, or I in writing, useless and 
commonplace forms of correspondence. 

La&yette was enabled by a happy memory to call 
to mind all the circumstances in which he had borne 
an active part, and also those of which he had been 
merely a witness. Frequently has he related to us 
events which took place in his infancy and his youth, 
and that, with a precision and a freshness of recollection 
which might have led to a belief that the occurrences 
in question had passed only the day before. His mem- 
ory was amazingly retentive of dates, and the genealogy 
or anecdotes of &milies mentioned in couTersation ; and 
in' this respect, as in many others, there was a strong 
resemblance between him and the Count de S^gur, his 
relation, friend, and old companion in arms in the wars 
of the American independence. Gifted with pen^ra- 
tion, exquisite tact, and considerable delicacy of obser- 
vation, he employed those faculties, as well as his 
experience, only on the defensive; for he had too 



y Google 



GENERAL LAFAYETTE. 13 

mach generosity of disposition to make another use of 
them, and they were not always sufficient to preserve 
him from the snares laid for him by treachery. A lady, 
whose good sense is equal to her will, (Madame Dupaty, 
the daughter of Cabanis,) said to me, speaking of La- 
fiiyette, with whose &mily she is extremely intimate, — 
" To appreciate his frankness, you must have known 
him as thoroughly as we did. He was too honest not 
to leave his keys always on the locks, even in politics." 
The metaphor was as happy as it was true. 

La&iyette's conversation was easy and full of good- 
humour. He expressed himself gracefully or forcibly, 
according to the subject of conversation, and gave a 
pecutiar charm even to the most ordinary topics, with- 
out saying any thing idle or frivolous. He knew how 
to time his repartees^ which were lively, and which at 
the same time struck home. When he was arrested by 
the Austrians in 1792, an aid-de-camp of Prince de ***, 
the enemy's general, came to hiiQ on behalf of his supe- 
rior, to demand the ftmds of the army which he had 
been obliged to quit. La&yette, astonished at the 
demand, laughed heartily ; and when the aid-de-camp 
advised him to take the matter more seriously, — " How 
can I help laughing?" said he ; " for all that I can un- 
derstand of your demand is, that had your prince been 
in my place, he would have robbed the cashbox of the 
army." The aid-de-camp had nothing to say in reply, 
took leave of the prisoner, and went away as he came. 
When Lafeyette happened to utter a bon mot, it was 
always properly applied ; and his pleasantries, which 
were raife, were invariably in good taste. In 1788, he 
had joined the movement of the nobles of Brittany 
against the government. The dueen, losing all pa- 
2 
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tience, asked him why he, who was from Auvergnc, 
meddled with the affairs of the Bretons. " I am a 
Breton, madam," repUed Lafayette, "just as your ma- 
jesty is of the House of Hapsbourg." It is well known 
that Lafayette's mother was from Brittany, and that the 
queen was descended by the female side from the House 
of Hapsbourg. 

Lafayette spoke but little at the Constitutional As- 
sembly, for at that time his functions left him less at 
liberty to ascend the tribune than to address the Na- 
tional Guards or the populace, whose passiolis he had 
often to blame, and whose excesses he was obliged to 
check. " At the Assembly," as he said in a letter to the 
bailU de Ploen,* "I spoke but little, and with the re- 
serve which became the general of the armed force." 
Since the restoration, his natural dislike to public speak- 
ing had yielded to his desire of defending the interests 
of his country. His talent for extempore speaking, 
which then dawned, and which increased still fiirther 
during his last journey to America, shone forth in all 
its lustre since the revolution of 1830. None of the 
speeches pronounced by him in the Chamber of Depu- 
ties were prepared. His extempore addresses were 
just, luminous, and often characterized by that manly 
eloquence to which his sincere patriotism gave birth. 
If the subject with which he was occupied interested 
him deeply, — if it was connected with the general in- 
terests of scciety, with the defence of the oppressed, 
with the relief of the unfortunate, with the mainte- 

♦ Letter of General Lafayette to the bailli de Plofin, date^ Will- 
mold, the 15th January, 1799, and inserted in the Memoires de T\ms, 
collection de Souvenirs Contemporains. Tom I. 



y Google 



GENERAL LACATETTE. 16 

nance and the dignity of FranGe, — ^his language waa 
OKxst persuasive and engaging, and every listener felt 
that his talent and his eloquence were the fiuthfiil inter- 
preters of his heart His speeches were intelligible to 
all, on account of their simplicity and the clearness of the 
object at which he aimed. Being one day in a public 
place, I listened to the conversation of several artisans 
who were reading a newspaper among themselves, on 
the articles of which they commented in terms less 
courteous than just <<Come," said the reader, <<this 
man, (naming Lafayette,) at least, speaks French, we 
can understand what he wishes to say." 

Lafsiyette's questions were always addressed with 
deamess and precision, and he listened to the answers 
with attention and affiibility. If he found those an- 
sweis obscure, he demanded an explanation of them 
with a delicacy and perfect good-breeding which put 
those who spoke to him entirely at their ease. The 
English language was as familiar to him as the French, 
and he wrote both with great &cility. The best and 
the happiest expressions presented themselves naturally 
to his pen ; and his style was distinguished, at once, by 
elevation, force, concision and simplicity. " Le style^ 
if est Vhxmme^ for style depicts man's manner of feel- 
ing and thinking ; La&yette was more particularly rep- 
resented by his style, because it was noble and pure, 
like his soul. His ideas were clear, his principles and 
opinions decided, and expressed with frankness, though 
sometimes in the form of sentences, His fiimiliar cor« 
respondence breathed the spirit of his thoughts and con- 
victions. His disclosures were complete, though at the 
same time he respected the secrets of private individu- 
als, whom he tePk care no|; to compromise, What he 
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wrote emaBtated from a just mind and an upright heart, 
anxious for the public welfare ; and those who read his 
writings felt a strong desire to become personally ac- 
quainted with the author. As to his style in writing 
English, I confess that I am not sufficiently acquainted 
with that language to express an opinion. Being desi- 
rous, however, of forming a notion on this point, I 
showed the English correspondence of La&yette with 
Masclet to one of your countrymen, whose modesty and 
good sense are equal to his information and taste, and 
the following were his reflections on the subject : **^ La- 
fayette has happily avoided the two principal dangers 
to which the majority of those who attempt to write in 
a foreign language are exposed. His style is as free 
from servile imitation as from grammatical errors or 
faults of idiom : in a word, it is peculiar to himself; it 
displays the man, though under another costume. It is 
simple without meanness, concisa without obscurity, 
dignified without affectation, and often contains those 
happy turns of expression which infuse such a charm 
into letters written in French. Scsurcely ever does it 
contain one of those little particles which betray the for- 
eign origin of the writer. His letters, it is true, present 
some inversions not authorized perhaps by modern cus- 
tom, but by no means at variance with the genius of the 
language. They, on the contrary, establish a sort of 
link between the writer and the old English authors, 
who are always read with delight by such as are ac- 
quainted with them. Such inversions are admirable 
for their delicacy and naivete : wit;hout shocking the 
ear or proving injurious to clearness of expression, they 
arrest the attention of the reader, deck themselves, as it 
were, in the smile resulting from his agreeable surprise, 



y Google 



GENEBAL I^AFATETTE. 17 

and prevent monotony of style. La&yette writes Eng- 
lish with much &cility. His letters present no trace of 
painful effort or laboured composition. He seems never 
to hesitate in his choice of a suitable word or tarn of 
expression, though he sometimes forgets that the Eng- 
lish language can with difficulty bend to that nervous 
and even eUiptical concision of which a skilful French 
writer often avails himself with so much advantage. 
This forgetfulness, occasionally, gives an appearance of 
roughness and even abruptness to Lafayette^s style. 
His letters are irreproachable, as presenting a feithful 
picture of his mind : in reading them, we feel irresisti- 
bly inclined to love the writer, and, perhaps, in this re- 
spect^they are inferior to nothing ever composed by him 
in his own language. Among the English, and others 
who speak that language, such expressions as are em- 
ployed to depict different degrees of friendship, are cer- 
tainly less numerous and less graceful than among the 
French*; but, on the other hand, such expressions have 
been less frequently subject to the encroachments of 
gallantry or exaggerated politeness, and are consequent- 
ly more candid and sincere. > In the mouth of such a 
man as Lafayette, it will be readily imagined that all 
these quaUties acquire new fdrce." From such of La- 
&yette's English letters as I shall textually transcribe for 
you, you may form your own judgment of the truth of 
my friend's reflections. 

The diaracters of Lafeyette's writing were small and 
well formed, and yet rather difficult to be read ; ' and it 
is a remarkable &ct, that his English writing was much 
more legible than his French writing. Though he 
never made roi^h copies, his letters rarely presented 
erasures. I have as^rtained the fiict from looking over 
2* 
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those which I have seen of his writing, as well as otheis 
which he has addressed to myself^ and which I preserve 
with care. - 

Lafayette never forgot that he was a man^ and the rec- 
ollection placed hun on a level with all mankind, what- 
ever might be the position of the individuals with whom 
he was placed in contact. His inferiors never felt, or, 
at least, he never made them feel his superiority ; and 
with the more elevated portion of society, he was un- 
questionably on a footing of equaUty, none being his 
superior in virtue. His candour and good feeling were 
constantly displayed in the frankness of his manners, 
and the modesty and dignity of his language. He had 
the tone of a man of high rank belonging to the old 
court, as well as the utmost urbanity for every person 
who addressed him. He received With equal courtesy 
the most distinguished personages who visited him from 
all countries, and the poorest peasants, working people, 
widows, and orphans, who implored his protection or 
his assistance. His calm and measured air of benevo- 
lence kept at a distance such. as might have been tempt- 
ed to assume with him a degree of misplaieed familiarity. 
He might have passed for a model of ban t&n without 
f6rmality, of pohteness without affectation, and he might 
have served as a pgEttem for that portion of our youth 
who style themselves la jeune France — ^as if France 
consisted of several distinct and separate generations 
obliged to live together in a constant state of hatred and 
hostility — as if both young and old in France did not 
form one and the same great and generous people. It 
is tnie that a portion, at least, of the population of 
France, once qtioted for her courtesy, which now be- 
longs to the days of history, has been invaded by a sjh- 
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rit that may be termed rather military than chivabrous. 
Intoxicated with self-accorded omnipotence, the new 
generation, that would fiun govern society, is, neverthe- 
less, in point of good-breeding, &r inferior to other na- 
tions to whom we formerly served as an example. La- 
&yette was aware of this error ; but young in heart and 
mind, and ever disposed to indulg^ice, he received 
young people ahnost as his comrades, and seemed anx- 
ious to effiice the recollection o^ the years which sepa- 
rated them from himself. « 

When a good action was to be p($rfornifiiA^ra ser« 
vice to be rendered, La&yette listened only to iMI^pi- 
rations of his heart or the voice of his internal ]xi«uor, 
conscience. If he saw that an act was usSfiil or jnst, 
to undertake it became with him an imperative duty, 
6om which he never recofled, and his perseverance, 
fdded by his gentle and persuasive eloquence, almost 
constantly enabled him to attain his object He enjoyed 
no rest till his internal feelings were satisfied, and the 
motto which regulated his conduct was ever — ="/aw ce 
que dais, Mvienne quepaurra" 

After tBe revolution of 1830, when Lafeyette appoint- 
ed me surgeon to the general staff of the National 
Guards of the kingdom, I had occasion to witness the 
inconceivable activity which he could display under 
pressing circumstances. He was occuined with the or- 
ganization of the legions, with the reception of deputa- 
tions firotiCPam and the departinents ; he read appUca- 
tions and list^Sl to claims addressed to him, arranged 
disputed questions, drew up nominations, visited the 
wo/unded in the%ospitals, frequently mounted his horse, 
and endured the &tigues of the protracted reviews of 
the National Guards. In short, he did every thing, and 
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without injury to his health. His strength seemed ab- 
solutely to increase with the multiplied nature of his 
duties. His moral Acuities exercised an absolute con* 
trol over his physical powers ; and it might have been 
said of him with truth, that he was " an intelligence 
served by organs." He possessed that calmness so dif- 
ficult to be acquired and preserved — ^that calmness 
which augments with increase of danger, and which 
bestows on the possesi^ a sang-frmd not to be shaken 
by {he most immine^iperil. His courageous acts under 
many oipt^mstsAbes of his political existence, are too 
W^SKn'own to need vecapitulation from me. 

]^v possjsssed the virtues of patience and resignation 
in a higher de^ee than Lafcyette. During his last ill- 
ness, he acquainted us with the nature of the medical 
treatment which he had undergone in 1803, for a fracture 
of ^e thigh, occasioned by a fell on a slippery pavement 
Deschamp and Boyer, whose memory I respect, and 
whom I am proud to have had for ihy masters, were sum- 
moned in their professional capacity to his assistance. 
The fractured limb was enclosed in a machine which 
kept it in a constant state of tension; and asLafeyette 
had promised those skilful surgeons to support the pain 
with patience as long as they might judge it necessary 
for his cure, he uttered not a single complaint for the 
fifteen or twenty days during which the appatatus was 
applied. When it was removed, the sui^eons were un- 
able to conceal the impression they Mt^tl^JbSecX pro- 
duced by the bandages. Deschamp thrned ps^e ; Bo- 
yer was stupified : the upper bandages had, by their 
pressure, cut deeply into the muscles of the inside of the 
thigh, and laid bare the femoral artery ; the action of 
the low^ ones had been less violent, but they had pro- 
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duced a mortification of the skin at the b^ck part of the 
foot, and laid bare the tendons of the toes. In conse- 
quence of La&yette's stoical fortitude, the vigilance of 
his surgeons was completely at &ult Deep scars bore 
evidence of the truth of one of his observations to us, 
uttered, however, in confidence, through an apprehen* 
sion of injuring, not the interests, but the memory of two 
individuals — ^for whom he felt gratitude, although their 
exertions on his behalf had been unsuccessful. A length 
of time elapsed before he recovered firom the lamentable 
accidents which resulted fi-om his medical treatment, 
and which were followed by an almost complete ankyr 
losis and lameness of the hip-joint. On this subject he 
wrote as follows to his fiiend Masclet, of whom I shall 
frequently have occasion to speak to you hereafter, and 
whose name is honourably connected with those of the 
prisoners of Olmutz. 

<< You are pleased to ask for a line of my handwrit- 
ing, dear Masclet, and I employ the first moments I am 
able to scribble it. The fracture of my thigh is per- 
fectly mended, better indeed than it ever was in such a 
case. But the extensive machine has left deep and 
painfiil wounds, which cannot be healed before five 
weeks. I shall spend them at AuteuU^ where my 
daughter-in-law is on the point of making me a grand- 
father, and at 4ulnay, Madame de Tesstfs country seat. 
Afterward, I shall return to my rural happy retire- 
ments of Lagrange, Georges is going to be aid-de- 
camp to GenerSil Canclaux, inspector of cavalry. I 
am highly pleased with my new son-in-law, your firiend's 
nephew. We are much concerned at the unjiappy 
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prospect of a war, which this government had a. sincere 
desire to avoid. I am constantly thinking of your con- 
cerns, and wish it was in my power to contribute to a 
promotion equally just with respect to you and usefiil 
to the public. My best and most affectionate wishes 
attend you. Present my friendly respects to Mrs. Ma^ 
clet ; my wife and &mily beg to be remembered to her 
and to you. Our friend Masson, notwithstanding his 
misfortunes, does very well at Hamburgh. Adieu, my 
dear Masclet. I am, for ever, 

" your affectionate friend, « L. F.'' 

Although Lafayette could endure, with stoical resig- 
nation, the most poignant physical anguish, when he 
judged it inevitable or necessary, he was impati^at 
under sufferings much less acute, if he doubted the ad- 
vantage to be derived from them. Thus, he could 
never accustom himself to wear a blister, which was 
applied to his arm five or six years ago, simply because 
he was unable to see the advantage of it. 

I doubt if Lafayette was ever in a passion ; at least, 
I have no recollection of having seen him lose his tem- 
per, even under circumstances that might have occa- 
sioned, and excused, one of those violent movements of 
the soul, which few men are able to master. When 
any circumstance annoyed him, he became taciturn, 
his forehead and eyebrows were , slightly contracted, 
and a shade of sadness was visible on his countenance ; 
but these moments of uneasiness, rather than of ill-hu- 
mour, were not of long duration, and his features soon 
recovered their serenity. One day, one of his friends 
had uttered firom the tribune of the lower Chamber 
certaip opinions which he repelled as utterly at variance 
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with bis principles. The only phrase in which he ex- 
pressed his dissatis&ction was — '^ Well, well — he wants 
common sense." These wbrds he pronounced in a firm 
tone of voice, though evidently with much ^notion. 
When in company with people who gave way to vio- 
lent bursts of passion, he pitied them, and set down the 
vehemence of their language or their actions as a sort 
of* momentary alienation of mind, a lamentable or ri- 
diculous expression of weakneiss ; he himself became 
on such occasions more calm, and his superior reason 
pronounced judgment on their violence by a smile of 
dignity, which, according to circumstances, either sud- 
denly appeased or redoubled their ftiry. 

Ambition, as that passion is generally understood, — 
a strong desire to rise above others, to occupy the first 
place, — ^formed no part of Lafayette's character. In him 
the passion was nothing more than a constant and irre- 
sistible wish to do good. His heart, of course, beat with 
joy when he had performed a noble action, or rendered 
an important service; but it was with that pure and 
lively joy felt by a child on receiving his first crown. 
" An irresistible passion," he said in a letter to the bailli 
de Plo&i, " that would induce me to believe in innate 
ideas, and the truth of prophecy, has decided my career. 
I have always loved liberty with the enthusiasm which 
actuates the religious man with the passion of a lover, 
and with the conviction of a geometrician. On leaving 
college, where nothing had displeased me more than a 
state of dependance, I viewed the greatness and the 
littleness of the court with contempt, the frivolities of 
society with pity, the minute pedantry of the army with 
disgust, and oppression of every sort with indignation. 
The attraction of the American revolution transported 
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me suddealy to my fdace. I felt myself tranquil only 
when sailing between the continent whose powers I 
had braved, and that where, although our arrival and 
our ultimate success were problematical, I could, at the 
age of nineteen, take refuge in the alternative of con- 
quering or perishing in the cause to which I had de- 
voted myself." 

Lafayette valued reputation and glory, but cared 
little for the power that generally results from them. 
Having one day been asked who was in his opinion 
the greatest man of this age : " In my idea," replied he, 
" General Washington is the greatest man, for I look 
upon him as the most virtuous." 

During the revolution of July, among the number 
of deputations that presented themselves at the Hotel de 
ViUey to ask General Lafeyette to proclaim the repub- 
lic, there was one that urged him to take possession of 
the crown for himself and his family. " You recall to 
my memory," replied he to the members of deputation, 
" the anecdote of Marshal Saxe, to whom the Academy 
offered a seat. His answer is really the only one I can 
make to you: — *that would suit me just as a ring 
would fit a cat.' " 

A short time after this great national movement, an 
Englishman arrived post from London to Paris to see 
Lafayette, and returned as soon as he had accomplished 
his object. Some of his countrymen wished to detain 
him, but he refused their solicitations, and said, on 
leaving them, — " I was desirous of seeing a man who 
had refused a crown ; I have seen him, and I return 
content." 

Candour was the predominant quality of Lafayette's 
character ; and gave a colour to every act of his private 
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life) just as the first rajrs of morning^ give a tint to aa 
agreeable landscape. His good qualities had scarcely 
a shade ; they stood out on the picture of his life, by the 
ooutrast of all around, Uke those ethereal figures which 
imagination alone can create, and whose ideal existence 
is concealed fiom the senses,^ and cannot be materially 
represented even by the painter. Virtue was so natural 
to him, that the actions of his private life^ which were 
most admired, seemed to pass unperceived. It might 
have been said, that his domestic existence was virtue 
put into action. Perhaps his candour and frankness 
might have been termed folly, by such as were not 
acquainted' with him, or by those corrupt individuals 
who rendered the opposite qualities subservient to their 
int^Dests. \' 

In his most fiimiliar conversations, and even on the 
occasion of anecdotes, the subrject of which admitted of 
a sort of careless jocularity, I never heard La&yette 
employ an unsuitahle or a trivial expression. A senti« 
ment of natural ' modesty, strengthened by education 
and habit, rendered him averse to such a practice, and 
in order to understand certain subjects, his hearer was 
alwajTS obliged to pierce, as it were, the veil of delicacy 
with which he enveloped them. A number of his old 
firiends have assured me, that when in the a^may, they 
never heard him swear or use gross language, as. some- 
limes happens to the best educated military men. 

La&yette was perfectly master of his expressions, and 
seemed not to share those of others when he judged it 
improper to allow them to appear. Some years ago, in 
company with his son* and his friend M. Chatelain, he 
attended a distribution of prizes at a school of mutual 
instruction which he had established in a village. The 
3 
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mayor pronoanced a set speech, principally in boDdof 
of the patron of the school, and employed a nulid)er of 
pleonasms and bomln&stic phrasess, which irresistibly 
provoked the merriment of his auditory. Lafityette, 
wbo occupied the chair of honour, remained perfecdy 
calm, and never once smiled, while at the same time, 
by bis gestures and significant looks, he managed to re- 
strain the laughter of the company, for the sake of the 
luckless orator, who certainly did his best. Had La- 
fayette been eren the indirect cause of inflicting pain 
upon him, he would have reproached himself bitterly. 

Lia&yette religiously kept the secrets intrusted to 
fahn, for he looked upon them as Ihe property of* otisers, 
axid I never heard him commit an indiscretion on Hm 
score. With regard to matters personal to hims^ he 
had no secrets from his intimate friends ; and such was 
his confidence in them, that he nev^r evm recommend^ 
ed secrecy to them. 

Pew men have, by turns, been more eulogized and 
more vilified than La&yette. He listened to trulh with 
Ae taranquilUty of a conscience free from reproach, and 
took no ofience at it, even when its language was direct^ 
ed against himself; while sensible of merited ^fulogimn, 
ftt which «ven modesty cannot take alarm, he was inac- 
cessible to the invectives of passion, and to the deceitfid 
praises of flattery or interest. A great man once said, 
<' a superior man is impeissible in his natiue. It is of 
little consequence to him, whether he be praised or 
blamed, for he listens to the voice of his oonsci^ace.* 
The sentence was perfectly s^ltcable to La&ye(fle. 
^ ^rhe doctrine which I profess,'' wrote he to the baSfi 
de Plo^n, << has been hriefly defined in my ^speeches and 
wntings, cmifirmed at all times by my conduct, and 
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sitffieientiy distinguished by my batied to the revoUir 
tkmary aiul counter-ievolutioDary excesses of all the op^ 
psessois of the humaa race. My ?epjUtation is attached 
to a great movemeol, in .the course of whicb^ I had 
against aae those who wished to arrest it, and those who 
desired to alter its nature. The names of my detractersi 
and their contradictions, not only among themselves^ 
but with themselves, would suffice to prove that my in- 
tentions have been pure. To determine if my ideas 
have been just, time, and not metaphysical or party diS' 
cussion, is necessary — time, which, while it preserves the 
memory of the past, and unravels the mysteries of the 
present, will bring to light the results of the future." 

In the same, letter, he also expressed himself thus : 
^ My i»olession of &ith made on the 11th July, 1789, 
the firuit of my past, and the pledge o( my future life, 
was both a manifesto and an ultimatum. In my opin^ 
km, every thing contrary to that profession of fitith is 
inadmissible, and all that does not concern it, is merely 
secondary. It preceded tbe national insurrection by 
&ree days — ^the last insurrection that was necessary, 
and the last that I wished to see. The Bastille fell ; 
in Paris I was invested with the title of Commandant 
General, and, above all, with the reality of the office. 
Bailly was at the same time elected mayor, and after-* 
ward Ijarochefoucauld was president of the depart^ 
ment, on its creation. Those were three honest mm.'' 

Liafityette loved truth above all things, and rejected all 
that couU change or corrupt its nature. Like E^mi^ 
nondas, he would not have su&red hinfiel^ even in 
joke, to utter the slightest &lsehood. He was the mir* 
ror of truth, even in tbe midst of political parties, whose 
ccndenmatiop hP pronounced by presenting to them th^ 
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hideous image of their passions : he thus offend^ with- 
out convincing them, and the mirror which was dechir- 
ed deceitful, was destined to be broken. I once heard 
him say — " The court would have accepted me, had I 
been an aristocrat, and the jacobins, had I been a jaco- 
bin ; but as I wished to side with neither, both united 
against n»." 



LETTER III. 



Paiifli September 6, 1884. 

Lafayette was too discreet and reserved always to 
tell all that he knew, but his hearers might be assured 
that he thought as he spoke. EQs opinions of men and 
things were frankly expressed ; and yet I never heard 
him speak ill of any individual, nor was he accustomed 
to indulge in those perfidious insinuations which are so 
common among men of the world. His indulgence 
was extreme, and he with difficulty believed an un&- 
vourable report of the mind or character, even of those 
with whom he was personally unacquainted. The poor 
and the oppressed never implored his aid in vain ; he 
relieved the one, and protected the other ; his hotel was 
always filled with unfortunate objects, for whose assist- 
ance his fortune was employed. That fortune he re- 
garded only as enabling him to promote the interests of 
his country, to support and meliorate her social insti- 
tutions, and to be of use to the distressed : his generosity 
was indeed unbounded. All kinds of misfortune afiect- 
ed him equally, and when any description of suffering 
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was U> be relieved, he ceased to cakulate. Refiigees^ 
exiles, in a word, all who have prc^ted by his support 
or his benevolence, keenly feel their bereavement in his 
loss, and mourn for him as for a second father. He 
was ever ready to quit his retreat at Lagrange, when 
an act of duty or. of kindness was to be performed. 
Placed at the head of most of the subscriptions opened 
in &voar of persecuted or distressed objects, he often 
performed two weekly journeys to Paris, to preside over, 
or merely to be j»resent at committees. 

Lafayette's elevated social position, his fortune, his 
numerous connexions in both hemispheres, enabled 
him to render important services ; and his benevolent 
acdicitude was exerted in favour of distant as well as of 
nearer objects. He sometimes found grateful hearts, 
though his kindness was often repaid with the blackest 
ingratitude ; but it may be said to his credit, that he 
never cherished — I will not say hatred, for that feeling 
was unworthy of his noble soul, — but even the slight- 
est resentment against a human being. He forgot in* 
juries, or rather they left no trace on his mind, which 
was the abode only of kiud and generous sentiments. 
Gratitude was, in his opinion, a feding which reflected 
as nmeh honour on the receiver as a kindness on the 
bestower. Ingratitude he looked upon as the ofisprkig 
of adfishness or vanity, and he was accustomed to say, 
that, with the ungrateful, there was no resource ; that 
the best way was to keep them at a distance when 
blown, or to avoid them when once made their victim. 
Grovelling in adversity and insolent in prosperity, you 
are every thing to the ungrateful man when he wants 
ycm, and nothing to him when he can dispense with 
your assistance. Gratitude is a burden only to a bad 
3» 
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heart: for this reason, La&yette was not afraid of 
contracting obligations, which he repaid with interest 
whenever an opportunity occurred. One grateful heart 
made him forget a thousand instances of ingratitude ; 
and thus he continued to obUge, though his kindness 
Miras often thrown away. The happiness which he felt 
in doing good, would not permit him to refbse his kind 
offices ; and the surest way to obhge him, was to afford 
him the opportunity of being useful to others. I haye 
often availed myself of his kindness, on behalf of my 
friends, or of worthy individuals ; and in so doing, I felt 
conscious that I was guilty of no importunity. His 
confidence was no doubt often abused ; and recommen- 
dations were obtained from him which he would have 
refused, had he been induced, by a little more distrust or 
even circumspection, to piocure accurate information as 
to the objects of his kindness. Whenever he ascer^ 
tained that he had been deceived, he made a resolution 
to be more reserved for the future ; but his natural 
goodness always got the better of him, and his ezperi* 
ence was of little use in putting him on his guard 
against fresh sohcitations. 

During his last illness, he gave me letters of recom* 
mendation in behalf of Dr. Delacorex, who was on the 
point of settling in New Orleans. "Persuade your 
friend to come and see me," said he : ''I wish to point 
out to him the precautions he ought to adopt for his 
health, in a country that has proved fatal to a number 
of Europeans. It would be unfortunate that one about 
to devote his existence ta his fellow-creatures, should 
become the victim of his zeal and humanity." 

It is almost superfiuous to say how La&yette's letters 
were received by those to whom they were addressed. 
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It was enough to present them to meet with unlimited 
support, protection^ and devotion. The name of the 
writer was a species of talisman, which opened every 
door ; and it might have been said, that to such as re- 
ceived his letters a spark was communicated from his 
soul, and a desire to imitate his virtues. Some years 
ago, one of my friends, who was abroad, showed a letter 
from Lafityette to a distinguished personage intrusted 
with the confidence of an absolute sovereign. At sight 
of the letter, the powerful functionary seemed electrified, 
rose from his seat in token of respect, and entreated my 
friend, as a special favour, to give him a fragment of the 
precious correspondence. 

This moral influence of La&yette had been re- 
marked in his youth, when he served in the American 
army. The following are the terms in which M. 
Chastelleux spoke of hkn in his " Voyage from New- 
port to Philadelphia" — a work, twenty-seven copies of 
which were printed at his desire, merely for the use of 
his friends : — " We availed ourselves of the cessation of 
the rain to accompany his excellency (General Wash- 
ington) to the camp of the Marquis (General Lafayette.) 
We found all his troops ranged in line of battle on the 
heights to the left, and himself at their head, expressing, 
both by his deportment and physiognomy, that he pre- 
ferred seeing me there to receiving me at. his estate in 
Auvergne. The confidence and attachment of his 
troops are most precious in his eyes, for he looks upon 
that species of wealth as one of which he cannot be 
deprived. But what I find still more flattering to a 
young man of his age, is the influence which he has 
acqaired in political as well as in military circles. I 
have no &ar of being contradicted when I assert, that 
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simple letters from him, have often had more inflaence 
in some of the states of the union^ than the strongest 
invitations on the part of the Congress. On seeing him^ 
it is difficult to determine which is the more surprising 
drcnnxstance, — that a young man should have already 
given so many proofis of talent, or that a man so proved 
should still leave so much room for hope ! Happy will 
his country be, if she knows how to avail herself of his 
aid — and happier still, should that aid become superflu- 
ous to her i" 

Whenever acknowledgments were paid to Lafiiyettc 
for services rendered by him, his modesty was immedi- 
ately up in arms. On such occasions, he really ap^ 
])eared more embarrassed than the obliged party, and 
almost always chained the subject of conv^rsatioii. 
The following &ct will, in my opinion, prove more for- 
cibly than many other instances the extent of his grati- 
tude for the slightest services accepted by him. Puring 
his last illness, when his situation became so alarming 
that we judged it necessary for one of us to set up with 
him, hts son apprissed him that Dr. Girou de Busa- 
reingues would pass the night by his bedside. " I am 
sorry for the trouble you are about to take," said La- 
feyette to my brother physician, in a tone of much grat* 
itude ; " and I really know not how I lE^all ever be aUe 
to repay you." Dr. Girou having replied that he would 
aUow no one except himself to fulfil such a duty, Isfyj" 
ette pressed his hand affectionately, the tears trembled 
in his eyes, and, with much emotion, he inquired after 
the health and wel&re of the physician's fiither — ^^ I am 
flattered," said he, "by the kind thoughts which he 
entertains of me ; pray tell him so in your letters." He 
kit that the circumstance most gratifying to a good s<m 
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is the interest testified by others in the wel&re of his 
fitther. 

La&y ette had a high regard for the domestic virtues, 
which he-considered the basis of society, and the only 
certain and pure source of public prosperity. He even 
iROshed to introduce them into poHtics ; and his public 
life waS) in this respect, a picture of his private hfe. He 
always spoke with respect and tenderness of both his 
parents, whom he lost almost in his in&ncy. In his 
children, he cherished the memory of their mother, 
(Mademoiselle de Noailles,) whom he had loved most 
tenderly, and whose name he never mentioned but 
with visible emotion. One day, during his last illness, 
I. surprised him kissing her portrait, which he always 
wore suspended to his neck in a small gold medallion. 
Alound the portrait, were the words — ^^ I am yours ;" 
and on the back was engraved this short and touching 
inscription — ^^ I was then a gentle companion to you ! 
in that case — ^bless me." I have since been informed, 
that regularly every morning, La&yette ordered Bartien 
to leave the room, in which he shut himself up, and 
taking the portrait in b«th hands, looked at it earnestly, 
pressed it to his lips, and remained silently contempla- 
ting it for about a quarter of an hour. Nothing was 
more disagreeable to him than to be disturbed during 
this daily homage to the memory of his virtuous part- 
ner.- His grief for her loss may be judged of from the 
following letter, which he wrote at the time to his friend 
Masclet, to thank him for his participation in so severe 
a misfortune : 

" I was certain, my dear Masclet, that you would ten- 
derly regret the adorable woman whom you were 
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pleased ta ceiebrate, before you were pemniaUy ac- 
quainted with her, and to cherish from the period when 
she was hersdtf' able to express to you her grateful 
friendship. It would be ungrateful in me to entertaia 
a dcmbt of your participation in my grief; b«t althouj^ 
suck a doubt was &r from my thoughts, I haTe derired 
a melanchcdy gratification from the renewed assurance 
of your feeUngs, and for that assurance, I thank yon 
most cordially. I willingly admit, that under great 
mkfortunes^ I have felt myself superior to the situatioa 
in which my friends had the kindness to sympathize ; 
but at present, I lutre nmther the power nor the wish to 
struggle against the calamity which has befallen me, or 
rather, to sunnount the deep affietion which I sl»dl 
carry with me to the grave. It will be mingled witli 
the ^sweetest recollectiofis of the thirty-four years, dilr* 
w^ which I was bound by the tendesest ties that, per« 
haps, ever existed, and with the thought of her last mo* 
ments, in which she heaped upon me such proo& of her 
inconqiaralde affection. I cannot describe the ha|^i« 
ness which, in the midst of so many vicissitudes and 
troubles, I have ccmstantly derived from the tender, 
noble, and generous foeUng, ever associated to tbe inter* 
ests which gave animation to my exist^cice. Assure 
Madame Masclet of my attachment and gratitude. You 
know my friendship for you, my dear Masclet, and that 
I am yours most cordially, Lapayette> 



* The following is ^e original : — 

" J'6tais bien sAr, mon cher Masclet, que Yons donneriez de tend- 
r«8 regrets a la feoune adorable que voos voas 6tiez plu 4 c61^rer 
avant de la connaitre personnellement, et a chSrir depuis qa*eUe 
avait pa vons ezprimer elle-m^me sa reconnaissante amitid. 11 se- 
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V Xafayette divided his aflSscticm equally among bii 
children, and if he had a preference for any of theiB, 
it was, B^ least, not perceptible. When sarrounded 
by his nnfioerous &inily, his countenance expanded 
Willi a ddigfat which it was impossible to witness with- 
out participating m the feeling. One morning, when 
we were in his private cabinet, he showed me a letter 
from Don Pedro, which he aUowed me to read, and 
-which informed him that a wound received by his 
grandscm, M. Jules de Lasteyrie, at the siege of Oporto, 
w^ouid be attended wilh no serious results, and that the 
8BAN>er was already out of danger. The Duke de Bra- 
ganza, at the same time, pronounced a warm eulogium 
^o& the courage and coolness of the young man during 
Ae engagement. We could easily perceive the livdy 
^atis&cti^i felt by La&yette at the reading of this let- 
ter, which was remarkable, chiefly, for the interest ex- 



mk Kossi biea ingnt &iDoi de donter de lafMcit qiie vous prenez & 
ma douleor : mais quoiqoe je ne doatasse pas de vos sentiments, il 
xn'a 6t6 doai: d'en recevoir la houvelle assurance et je vous en re- 
mercie de toute mon &me. Je conviendrai yolontiers que dans de 
^gcandes infoitimes, je me snis soiti an-dessas de la situation que mes 
jamis «TBient la bontS de plajsidre ; aujonrd'hoi je ne pws, je ne voo- 
drais pas mdme suimonter le malheur que j'^pronye on da moins la 
profonde affliction qne dominera le reste de ma vie. Elle sera md- 
We ^ bien tendres et chers sourenirs ponr les trente-qnatre ann^es 
tile la {ftasjdaaee (^udae ipd. exista pent-Atre jamais, et poor les dexft- 
iers mommits o^ j'ai 6t6 comU6 de t^meignages d'une incomparable 
affection. Je ne puis exprimer combien an milieu de tant de vicis- 
^tndes et de distractions, f ai €t6 constamment beureox par ce senti- 
ment tonjoors te&dre, noble, -gen^reox, teujoHTS asseeid anx mt^rto 
-<4Bi'aainwie&t mon esislence. D&ck « ^madame Maaciet i'enpres- 
aion de mon attacb^ooent et de ma recoimaissance : %om c a nnaissftTS 
man amiti6 ponr voos, mon cber Maaclet; je vons embrasse de tout 
mon ccenr. L^riTsm.^ 
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pressed by Don Pedro in his young aid-de-camp. La- 
fiiyette's thoughts naturally wandered back to the period 
of his first campaigns, which he, too, had performed oa 
a foreign soil, in aid of an oppressed peoj^e, and he 
could not but perceive, with a feeling of gratification, 
that his grandson was following in his own steps, and 
imitating his example. 

M . Jules de Lasteyrie had volunteered to serve as 
aid-de-camp to Don Pedro, at the period of the expedi* 
tion undertaken to liberate Portugal from the yoke of 
Don Miguel. At the siege of Oporto he was wounded 
by a ball in the leg, and the heat of the climate, added 
to the privations and fiitigues which he underwent on 
that memorable occasion, brought on a violent opthal- 
mia, which had wellnigh cost him his sight. As soon 
as Madame de Lasteyrie was acquainted with the crit- 
ical position of her son, she set out for Portugal, and 
was fortunate enough to bring him back to Paris with- 
out accident. Nothing could equal La&yette's solici- 
tude for his grandson during the latter's illness. When 
not by his side, he pressed me with questions on his 
situation, the probable issue of his malady, the period 
of his recovery, and the medical treatment which he 
had undergone in Portugal. He felt the utmost pleas- 
ure when I informed him, that at Oporto, " his dear 
Jules" had been under the care of Dr. Clueimado, 
and my firiend, Dr. Dela3rnay, surgeons-in-chief to the 
queen's army, and that the efficacious measures adopt- 
ed by my medical brethren had preserved his sight, 
which would otherwise have been infallibly lost. 

One day, La&yette spoke to us, in the most touching 
manner, of the happiness felt by the son of Count de S^ 
gur, (General Philip de S^gur,) at the period of the first 
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▼oluti<Hi, when he had an opportunity of devoting the 
first firuits of his literary labours to the assistance of his 
fiither, who was then under a sentence of proscriptioiL 
I asked him which of the two, under such circum^ 
stances, must, in his opinion, have been the hiEippier — 
the &ther, or the son. '^The question," replied he, 
^ is, and will probliUy ever remain, undecided, for each 
of the two pretends to have had the greater share of 
happiness on his side." I was already acquainted with 
this fact, which had been related to me by the venera- 
ble Ck>unt de S^gur, a few months before his decease. I 
had the r^et to witness the death of that excellent 
man. He expired in the arms of his son, who had at- 
tended him on his death-bed with the tenderest caxe. 
Daring the latter years of his life he went out but little, 
on account of the indifferent state of his health ; but he 
received at his own house, and with a kindness and af- 
&bility which seemed inexhaustible, personc^fss the 
most distinguished for rank, talent, and mental acquire 
ments. His children and relatives treated him with 
the most tender and respectful homage. Few individ- 
uals have been more generally or more justly regretted 
than Count de S^gur. Lafayette often visited him. I 
shall never &rget one of his dinners, at which I met 
four general officers, who had fought for the independ- 
ence of America — ^Messrs. De S6gur, Lafayette, Charles 
Laureth, and Matthieu Dumas. ,The conversation 
tumed principally on the different events of a war which 
had been so fertile in traits of courage and heroism, and 
it was enlivened by a variety of pleasant anecdotes^ re- 
lated with no less naiveU than delicacy. 

La&yette had a sincere admiration for Madame de 
Augur's virtues, and often took pleasure in speaking to 
4 
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me of her and of h^r husband, and in quoting facts that 
did honour to their memory. Madame de Sfigur, who 
was almost deprived of sight, was, nevertheless, the or- 
nament of her husband's house, and he himself mig^t 
have been termed the last of the notabiUties of the 
elevated and spiritual society of Paris. 

They who knew Lafayette, were attracted towards 
him by an irresistible charm, more difficult to be ex- 
plained than felt, which could be accounted for on no 
principle of ph3rsiology, but which I think might have 
been called, the charm of virtue. Near him, every- 
body sought light, support, and consolation, or a refuge 
from the ills of life. On his side, he speedily sympa- 
thized with those who had any elevation of soul ; and 
for this reason, few could boast as many sincere and 
devoted friends. Let those who dreaded to approach 
Lafeyette, or to confide in him when acquainted with 
him, search their own hearts, and there they will prob- 
ably find a weak point, that will explain to them the 
motive of their apprehension, or of their distrust. 

Real friends are made, not by wit or understanding, 
but by the qualities of the heart. It is not, therefore, 
always among persons of extreme brilliancy of mind 
that we must seek friends, who are more frequently to 
be found among those less gifted with intellectual pow- 
ers. *i^It too frequently happens, that the mind receives 
its development at the expense of the soul.^ In such 
cases, it may be said, that the powers of life converge 
towards the head to aid the development of the intel- 
lect, and abandon the heart, which thus stagnates and 
withers. On the other hand, an excess of goodness, by 
attracting every thing within its reach, seems occasion- 
ally opposed to the development of the mind. It must 
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not, however, be concluded from these general observa* 
tions, that the qualities of the mind and those of the 
beart are incompatible with each other, or always be- 
come deyeloped in an inverse proportion. On the con- 
trary, when found together in the same individual, they 
constitute, by their noble harmony, the really superior 
man — the man who can best discharge the duties of 
firienddiip, who can best feel its charms, and kindle a 
feeling of them within the breasts of others. Such a 
man was Lafayette. He sincerely loved his friends, 
nd his demonstrations of kindness were proportionate 
to the sentiments which he felt for them. According 
to the degree of his intimacy with a friend, he cordially 
squeezed his hand, or pressed him warmly in his arms, 
especially when he saw him after an absence, which al- 
ways appeared' to him too long. He was much more 
occupied with the interests of his friends than with his 
own. If they were sick, he incessantly inquired about 
their situation, and visited them, for the purpose of en- 
couraging and consoling them. If their distances from 
him prevented his visiting them, he wrote to them, and 
his interest in their behalf never cooled, under any cir- 
ciynstances of their existence. 

The following passage is extracted from a letter 
which he wrote to Masclet on the 7th April, 1813 : — 
" The Russian campaign has been particularly fetal to 
me. You have, no doubt, shared my regret for the loss 
of my dear Louis Romeux — a misfortune which I shall 
never cease to deplore. We have also lost my nephew, 
Alfred Noailles, to whom I was attached by so many 
feelings and recollections. Yictor Tracy has been taken 
prisoner, as well as my poor friend Boinville, who was 
obliged to undergo the amputation of all his toes. My 
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cottsm, Octave S^gut, was takea prisoner from the com- 
meneemeat of the campaign. I wish th$it Boinville had 
been so before the retreat. You will sympathize with 
the nusfortunes of the poor Graminonts, who have just 
lost a daughter-in-law, worthy of all their tenderness.'' 

Some years ago, La&yetlie instructed me to choose 
for him some surgical instruments, which he wished to 
present to President Jefferson^ at the period of his last 
fllness. When I handed to him the box contakiin^ 
them, he thanked me with his usual kindness, and add- 
ed — '<What think you of my friend's health? His 
situation causes me the greatest anxiety. Why can I 
not send him in this box, not only the instruments which 
he requires^ but your experience and your guiding 
hand ?" At that period, he tittle foresaw that one day 
he himself would be attacked with a similar a&ctiozi, 
and that all my care would be ineffectual to preserve 
his life! 

Lafayette was extremely intimate with the minister 
of the United States in Paris, Mr. Brown, whom I at- 
tended, some years since, for a rheumatic affection, from 
which he was relieved only by vigorous medical treat- 
ment, and the use of the mineral waters of Aix. Every 
time that I saw Lafayette, he inquired after bis fnend. 
<< I fear," said be to me one day, *' that Paris is not as 
favourable to Mr. Brown's health as to our friendships 
which the influence of climate is unable to change." 

La&yette had a high regard for Victor Jacquemont^ 
who has just been carried off in the prime life, from 
science and friendship, after performing through the 
Himalayan mountains a long and dangerous journey, 
which had exhausted his strength, Lafayette received 
him at Lagrange, where he treated him as one o( his 
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own children, during the progress of a debilitating mal* 
ady with which he was attacked, a few years before his 
departure. Distance and separation had not lessened 
the gratitude felt by poor Jacqu^mont for the general's 
kindness, and he never missed an opportunity of testi- 
fying the feeling. In March, 1831, a banquet was of- 
fered to him at Lahore, at which M. Allard, general-in- 
chief of Runjet-Sing's cavalry, and some other French- 
men, were present << After the dessert," wrote he to his 
&ther,« ^< I for one instant forgot my frugal regimen, to 
drink General Lafayette's health in a glass of Cham- 
pagne ; and the fact was singular enou^ at Lahore." 
Lafayette was deeply afflicted on learning the death of 
his young friend, and hastened to condole with his &- 
ther, with whom he was on terms of intimacy. After 
the revolution of 1830, Lafayette gave numerous proofi 
of his active humanity for a number of the wounded^ 
and among others, for M. Levasseur, his secretary and 
friend. M. Levasseur had accompanied La&yette on 
his last voyage to America, a narrative of which he has 
since published. In the attack upon the Louvre, in the 
revolution of 1830, this brave young man received a 
^11 on the foot, which broke the bones of the tarsus. 
Iconsidered it improper to attempt amputation : the 
most serious symptoms displayed themselves, and for 
the five-and-twenty or thirty days during which they 
lasted, the patient's life was in imminent danger. La- 
ficyette visited M. Levasseur in the conlSned garret to 
which he had been conve3red after the engagement, and 
the atmosphere of which, heated by the rays of a burn- 
ing sun, scarcely permitted him. to breathe. He con- 
flcMl his aged £either, and kept up his hope. It was a 
melancholy sight to see the latter a gray-haired old 
4* 
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man, whom dea& had spared on the field of battlei 
throwing himself at our feet, and with clasped hands^ 
Bud cries of despair, entreating as to preserve his son's 
life. The patient, who was full of courage and resolu- 
tion, endured without a murmur the painful operations 
which his wounds rendered necessary, and I had th^ 
happiness of seefaig him restored to health and to his 
country. He is now French consul at Trieste. 

Two years ago, on my arrival from Italy, I brought 
Lafayette news of his friend Masclet, who was then 
Fiitmch consul at Nice. "Masclet,'' said he, ^'is a 
most excellent man ; he loves me sincerely, and I shaU 
never forget his persevering efforts to rescue me, at the 
hazard of his life, from the prisons of Oljomtz." Some 
months after my return, he wa» informed of the violent 
death of Madame Masclet, occasioned by a &11 from a 
carriage. The first thing which he said to me on the 
subject was : — " Poor Masclet must be very wretched : 
he has just lost an admirable wife : it would be &r bet- 
ter for him that he had died." Towards the end of last 
November, I transmitted to La&yette a letter from our 
friend Mademoiselle d'Herville, in which she informed 
him, in the language of the bitterest grie^ of die death 
of Masclet, whose last words had been for him. llle 
news occasioned him the deepest affliction,^ and he af- 
terward said to me — ^ Mademoiselle d'Herville. is a 
person as distinguished for her excellent heart as for 
her talents. I sincerely pity her, and sympathize m her 
affliction. She has withki a Aoit time received the 
last sigh of three men,* whose old friend^p was dear 
to me. She has n^ed of consolation: I will write «e 
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her." He acccMrdiogly addressed to her the following 
letter : — 

^ I am deeply affected, my dear young lady, with the 
r^iet felt by us in common for the loss which we have 
to deplore, and with the touching manner in which you 
describe the cruel event. You are aware of the friend- 
ship entertained for me during so many years by that 
excellent man Masclet, and of his numerous claims 
upon my gratitude. All that his attention and ability 
have effected for us during our captivity, is beyond 
expression. In the midst of iny affliction, it is consola- 
tory to reflect, that when he heaved his last sigh, he 
was near you, who were so worthy to receive it. I 
await the moment when we can speak of him together, 
and of other friends whose existence you have embel- 
lished, and the pang of whose departure you have 
soothed. Your kind letter, of the value of which I am 
so sensible, was long in reaching me. We have suf* 
fered other sorrows too, and especiaUy the loss of Au- 
gustin Perrier, the father-in-law to my granddaughter, 
NataUe Lafayette. A friend of more than My years 
standing, M. de Pougens, has just expired, like poor 
Augustin, of a sudden and violent fit of apoplexy. I 
preserve a lively recollection of my acquaintance with 
you, and a strong desire to increase it by all the tender 
sentiments of friendship, the cordial expression of which 

I beg you to accept. 

"Lafayette."* 



* The foUowing is the original ^- 

" Je sais p^n^tr^, ma chire demoiselle, de nos regrets cammniif 
poor la perte que nona diplorona et dala manidre si tonchante dont 



y Google 



44 RECOLLECTIONS OF 

Mademoiselle d'HerviUe has had the kindness to 
place at my disposal the correspondence between La- 
fayette and Masclet, which I have already consulted, 
and to which I shall again be indebted in the course of 
my letters. The notes which she has confided to me, 
will mainly enable' me to acquaint you with the rela- 
tions existing between these two men, who were so 
worthy of each other by their unalterable friendship^ 



Toas me peignez ce crael ^Y^Dement. Ypus savez quel ami cet 
excellent ASasclei fut pour moi depuis tant d'aiin6es et quels droits 
il avait a ma plus tend re reconnaissance. Tout ce que ses soins et 
ses talents ont fait pour nous, pendant notre captivit6, est au-dessos 
de toute expression. J'aime a penser dans mon affliction, qa'il a en 
la consolation de rendre son dernier soupri pr^ de vons qui etiez si 
digne de le recueillir. J'attends le moment oil nous pourrons parler 
ensemble de lui et des autres amis dont vous aviez embelli la vie et 
adouci la mort. Votre lettre si bonne et dont je sens si vivement 
tout le prix, a 6t6 long-temps a me par renir. . Nous avons en d'autres 
tribulations et nommement la perte d'Augustin Perrier, beau-pere de 
ma petite fiUe Natalie Lafayette. Un ami de plus de cinquante 
annies, M. de Pougens vient de perir conune le pauvre Augnstin 
d'un coup d'apoplexie foudroyante. Je conserve un bien doux sou- 
venir de mes rapports avec vous et on grand desir de les multiplier 
par tons les tendres sentiments de Tamiti^ dont je vous prie d'ac* 
cepter la bien cordiale expression. 

"Lafaybtw." 
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LETTER IV. 

Paiii, September 11, I8H. 

In order that you may correctly appreciate the friend- 
flhip that existed between La&yette and Masclet, pemut 
me, siTy to famish you with a succinct account of the 
principal fiicts connected with the arrest, captivity, and 
ddiverance of the victims of CHniutz. 

After the &11 of the constitutional throne, (lOth 
August, 1792,) Lafiiyette, proscribed by the National 
Ass^nbly, was obliged to quit the army and the coun- 
try. On the 19th August he passed the French frontier 
with Gren^ak Latour Maubourg and Bureaux de Pusy, 
the latter an officer of engineers. All three had been 
members of the Constituent Assembly. He had also 
brought with him about twenty officers, who would 
have been persecuted had they remained with the army 
after his departure. Alexander LamQth, his colleague 
at the last mentioned assembly, and who was also pro- 
scribed, proceeded to join him. He was arrested with 
La&yette, but fell sick, and obtained his hberty when 
the other prisoners were transferred from Magdebourg 
to Olmutz. In the environs of Rochefort, which was 
neutral ground, they met with a patrol of Austrian 
Hussars. M. de Pusy was sent to the commanding 
officer of the detadmient to inform him that his friends 
and himself^ being proscribed in France, wished to seek 
an asylum in a neutral territory ; that their intention 
was to embark for the United States, and that, in virtue 
of the law of nations, they claimed the rig^t to pass 
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freely. The officer of hussars paid no attention to their 
demand ; and, in spite of their protest, they were de- 
tained prisoners. Some weeks afterward, those who 
were not members of the Constituent Assembly, were 
set at liberty, and the rest conducted to Luxembourg, 
to We25el on the Rhine, and thence transferred in a cart 
to the prisons of *Magdebourg, next to those of Neiss, 
and finally to Olmutz. The regard due to the position 
of refugees, so religiously observed by the people of 
antiquity, was thus violated by the cabinet of Vienna, 
with respect to these unhappy exiles, as it was at a 
later period by the British cabinet, in the case of Na- 
poleon. 

As soon . as the news of Lafayette's arrest became 
known, yoiir countrymen felt the liveliest interest in 
the position of a man whd had devoted himself to their 
cause ; and, with one common accord, they took the 
most active measures to obtain his release. The Amer- 
ican government, through the medium of its ambassa- 
dor, Mr. Pinkney, kept up an unremitting negotiation 
with Lord Gren\dlle in London. In 1793, Mr. Marshall 
was sent by the President of the United States to the 
King of Prussia, but his application foiled ; and, in 
1794, when the prisoners were transferred into Austria, 
the American ambassador. Jay, was equally unsuccess- 
ful. President Washington himself wrote a pressing 
letter to the emperor, entreating him to permit Lafay- 
ette to retire to America, on such conditions as it might 
please his majesty to dictate. The court of Vienna 
was inexorable. Mr. Morris, formerly ambassador 
from the United States, was unable even to transmit to 
Madame Lafiiyette a letter, inquiring after her health 
and that of the prisoners. The Americans had offered 
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any sum that might be exacted, for La&yette's ransom, 
and had remitted lai^ sums for that purpose to two of 
his aids^-camp in London; but for five years their* 
official applications, their private solicitations, remained 
imheard, and their secret attempts were baflOied. 

Joseph Mascletj of whom I am about to speak, a 
man of noble disposition and rare merit, was bom at 
Douai. His &ther, who was by no means favoured 
with fortune's gifts, had nine children, whom he found 
some difficulty in educating. Joseph, the eldest of the 
£unily, was placed in Douai College, where he soon 
distinguished hlmseli^ and obtained a bourse* for tho 
College of Louis le Grand, in Paris, It was at the lat- 
ter institution that he became possessed of the attain- 
ments which rendered him one of the most learned 
men of his time. He waa acquainted with almost 
every language, ancient and modem. He was an 
excellent Greek scholar, and deeply imbued with a 
taste for the beauties of antiquity. Unfortunatety, the 
revolution and the emigration diverted him from the 
career of literature for which he was intended by na- 
ture. He had just terminated his long and arduous 
studies, when the revolution broke out. Guided only 
by the patriotic feelings of impetuous youth, he deter- 
mined upon embracing the life of a soldier, and bepame 
aid-de-camp, to the Count de Valence. His political 
opinions, though ardent, were governed by pmdence; 
and in consequence of this circumstance, a fiinatic of 
the day sumamed him the warmest of modercUe peo- 



* Bourse^ A privilege granted by the govenunent to a certain 
number of pupils, whereby they enjoy the advantage of receiving a 
grattutons education. 
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pie. His principles, to which he ever remained firm, 
attached him, at a later period, to Lafiiyette. 
* During the reign of terror, Masclet was at Strasboni^g^ 
with his general and the Duke d'Aiguilon. One of hibi 
friends wrote to inform him that he was j»roscribed, 
and recommended him to make his escape as speedily 
as possible. To save his life, he went over to Englazid, 
where he met with M. de Talleyrand, and several other 
emigrants of distinction. M. de Talleyrand, who had 
formed ti)e design of proceeding to An^rica, expressed 
a wish to be accompanied thither by Masclet, and the 
latter was about to consent to the proposal, when be 
became acquainted with Madame Zornlin, a widow 
lady, whose maiden name was Wilson, and married 
her in four months after their first interview. This 
onion altered his intention as to travelling, and induced 
him to remain in England during the stormy period of 
the French revolution. It was at that perk)d that he 
midertook the task of liberating the prisoners of Ol- 
mutz. 

Masclet was not personally acquainted with La&y^ 
ette, and had never even seen him ; but he shared his 
political principles and admired his virtues. He was 
indignant at the perfidious conduct of a governmeot 
which, contrary to the rights of nations and the laws of 
humanity, detained such a man a prisoner, and stiU 
more indignant against bis own country, which per- 
mitted such an action, or rather, forgot the most vir- 
tuous of her citizens. Having retired with his wife to 
a country-seat near London, he constantly wrote against 
the detention of La&yette, and published his numerous 
articles in the Morning Chronicle^ and in the Dutch 
and Ebmburgh journals. He had adopted the Greek 
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t of EXeutherey (freeman,) widi which he signed 
his writings in favour of Lafayette. No difficulty, no 
jbnger, eoald deter him in the pursuit of this virtuous, 
patriotic undertaking. He connected himself with the 
opposition members of the British Parliament, andasso- 
eia;l)ed in his plans for La&yette's deliverance the friends 
in whom be reposed most confidence. He made the 
people oi England speak out in reprobation of France, 
who was indifferent to the unjust captivity of the first 
af her citizens, and of his noble family, who had buried 
^emselves along with him iq the dungeons of Olmutz. 
Masclet, who, as I have ju^ observed, had obtained the 
' assistance of active and intelligent agents^ ended by es- 
tablishing^ correspondence with the prisoners, which, 
though not regular, acquainted him with dieir situation, 
their mode of life, and the ill treatment to which they 
were subject. He was informed of the steps taken by 
tfaem to obtain ju^ce, and of the denials of that justice, 
which were always founded on sophistical reasonings 
when their tyrants condescended to give a reason fi>r 
their refusals. They declared that << La&yette's exist- 
ence was incompatible with the safety of the present 
governments, of Europe." Austria could allege no 
other motive for her unjustifiable conduct. 

Throughout his long and perilous undertaking, Mas- 
clet was inspired merely by humanity, justice, and su- ' 
perior reason. The undertaking was really perilous ; 
for Austria, exasperated at fijiding no supporter in the 
Britii^ Parliament, and at seeing herself unmasked be- 
£>ze the eyes of Europe, which was gradually roused to 
indignation by the scenes of Olmutz, had sent several, 
emissaries to London to discover the Eleutl^re who 
braved her anger, reiterated his oonqplaints, assumed 
5 
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every form, and multiplied himself^ as it wete, td obtain 
the justice which he demanded in the name of the 
rights of nations and of humanity. But the efforts of 
the Austrian cabinet were ineffectual to discover Eleu- 
there. To justify her act, Austria endeavoured to per- 
suade Europe of the kindness with which she treated 
her victims, and she accordingly pubhshed a manifesto, 
enumerating her humane proceedings towards them* 
Masclet published ^ vigorous refutation of the manifesto^ 
and revealed the whole truth, stating the different cir- 
cumstances, which you ^ill find in General Latour 
Maubourg's narrative, transcribed at the end of my let- 
ter. The refutation was supported by a letter from M« 
de Noailles, a relative of Madame Lafayette. 

In 1795, Barthelemy, who was then ambassador 
from France to Switzerland, had also made pressing 
applications to the ministers of foreign powers, in &vour 
of the prisoners, and had been seconded by De Witt, 
the minister of the Batavian republic at Bale. The 
most distinguished opposition members in England^ 
Fox, Wilberforce, Sheridan, and at their head General 
Fitzpatrick, supported by General Tarleton, who had 
fought against Lafayette in Virginia, pleaded forcibly, 
and struggled courageously against the Pitt ministry, 
and the calumniators of La&yette, and of his compan- 
ions in misfortune. They were seconded by the publi- 
cations of Masclet, and by those of the most illustrious 
writers in Germany. It was on the 16th December, 
1796, that General Fitzpatrick, in the English House 
of Conmions, made, in &vour of the prisoners of Olmutz, 
that eloquent speech which produced so much jsensa'- 
tion in Europe, and which terminated ia the following 
motion: — ^^That an humble address be presented to 
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his majesty, to represent to his majesty, that it appears 
to this House, that the detention of General La&yette, 
Bureaux de Pasy, and^Latour Maubourg, in the prison 
of his majesty's ally, the Emperor of Germany, is high- 
ly injurious to his imperial majesty, and to the common 
cause of the alhes ; and humbly to implore his majesty 
to intercede, in such manner as to his wisdom shall 
seem most proper, for tlie deliverance of these unfortu- 
nate persons.'' 

Immediately after his entrance into the citadel of 01- 
mutz, Lafayette had been appri2sed, that he would no 
longer be allowed to quit his dungeon ; that he was 
separated from the entire world ; that he would hear 
neither from his fitmily, nor from his companions in 
captivity ; that even his name would remain unknown 
in the prison, and that in future, in the reports forward- 
ed respecting him to the court of Vienna, he would be 
designated only by an appointed number. Madame 
La&yette was ^i that time detained in the prisons of 
Paris. She had seen her grandmother, Madame de No- 
ailles, her mother, the Duchess d'Ayen, and her sister, 
the Viscountess de Noailles, perish on the scaffold ; and 
but for the death of Robespierre, she would herself have 
shared the &te of her unfortunate relatives. Scarcely 
had life and libertf been restored to her, when she con* 
fided her son Gfeorge to the care of General Washing* 
ton, and, provided with American passports, set out un* 
der the naine of Metier, with her two daughters, for 
Germany. On arriving at Vienna, she obtained from the 
emperor, not her husband's liberty, but permission £>r 
herself and her two young ladies to share his dungeon. 
Before she reached the citadel, she was obliged to 
divest herself of all that she had brought to assuage th« 
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wretched conditroD of La&yette, and was apprized, that 
she shoald never be allowed to quit the prisons of Ol* • 
motz. Her health soon became enfbeUed by the siiifer- 
kigs and privatioos of every kind which she endured. 
SHie demanded permission to proceed to Vienna for the 
benefit of medical advice, but was uAd, tiiat if she quit- 
ted her husband, she could not again be permitted tor 
see him. In a letter, couched in the most energetic 
and dignified terms, she declared herself resigned to die^ 
as she was resolved to -share the captivity of her hus- 
band to ^e latest hour of her existence. 

LsK&yette's escape seemed impossible. A Hanoi^e- 
rian, Dr. Bollman, and an American, named Frauds 
K. Huger, by their noble self-devotion, and their heroic 
attempt to effect his release — an attempt which unfi»^ 
tunately fitiled — had already given proof of the influx 
ence exercised over generous minds^ by the misfortunes 
of a great man, and of all that courage can risk for his 
Ubemtion.* While France writhed under the reign of 
terror and anarchy, her leading men were little disposed 
to make an effort on behalf of the victims to liberty and 
legal order ; but when tranquillity was in some mea^ 
sore restored, public opinian was disfdayed with renews 
ed energy in &vour of the prisoners. In public assem-* 
Mages, in private conversations, and in the journals of 
the period, the complaints made agaidst ibe detentioQ 
ef the French at Olmutz, were loud and reiterated. 
Our generals on the Rhine, and particularly Hoche, who 
eommanded the army of the Sambre and Meuae, had 
on their side, and on more than one occasion, remoa^ 



♦ Regnault Warin's " History of General Lafayette in AmericA^^ 
M. de S^grart " History of Frederick William." 
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strated against the detention of La&yette. At last, 
when Bonaparte was enabled to negotiate in the tone 
of a conqueror, for preliminaries of peace at Leoben, 
he, of his own accord, demanded the liberation of the 
prisoners, and shortly afterward received a formal or- 
der to do so from the Executive Directory. General 
Clarke, in his interviews at Turin with the envoys of 
the court of Vienna, had sdready urged the applications 
of France on this subject. The French government, 
aware of the inefficiency of these first steps, pressed for 
the deliverance of the prisoners by repeated decrees, and 
in despatches from the minister of foreign relations, in- 
structed its plenipotentiaries to observe to the cabinet 
of Vienna, that ^'the time had, at length, arrived for a 
categorical explanation ; that the prolonged detention 
of the prisoners of Olmutz, after the promise of their en- 
largement, naturally led to a suspicion, that the court 
of Vienna believed in the possibility, and even the pro- 
bability, of a rapture ; that the speedy liberation of the 
prisoners was the most unequivocal pledge which his 
imperial majesty could give to the French republic, of 
his desire to bring to a happy issue, a negotiation that 
essentially interested the wel&re of both nations, and 
the tranquillity of Europe." 

The same steps were continued after the 18th Fruc- 
tidor. Barras was one of the Directors, whose letters 
were the most pressing on the subject of the liberation 
demanded by the whole of France. Towards the end 
of July, 1797, the court of Vienna sent General, the 
Marquis de Chasteler, to Olmutz, to offer their liberty to 
the prisoners on the part of the emperor, but on ccm- 
ditions which all three refused, on the 25th of the 
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I month. The following was Lafii3rette's deelaza 
tion: — 

'^Ohimu, July 21^ 1797. 
<< The commission with which the Marquis de Chas- 
teler is intrusted, appears to me to reduce itself to three 
points* 1st His imperial majesty wii^es to have a 
statement of our situation at Olmutz. I am disposed to 
present no complaint to him. Several details will be 
found in my wife's letters, transmitted or sent back by 
the Austrian government ; and should his imperial ma- 
jesty not consider it sufficient to re-read ^e instructions 
sent from Vienna in his name, I will willingly furnish 
the Marquis de Chasteler with all the information he 
may desire. 2d]y. His majesty the emperor wishes 
to be assured, that immediately after my liberation, I 
shall set out for America. That intention I have often 
expressed ; but as an answer would, under present cir- 
cumstances, appear like an acknowledgment of the right 
to impose on me such a condition, I think it inexpedient 
to comply with the demand. 3dly. His majesty the 
emperor and king has done me the honour to an- 
nounce to me, that as the principles which I profess are 
incompatible with the safety of the Austrian govern- 
ment, he cannot consent to my return to his states, 
wi^out his special permission. There are certain du« 
ties, the fulfilmeat of which I cannot decline. I have 
some towards the United iStates, I have others towards 
France — ^I cannot, under any circumstances, shrink ftom 
the performance of those which I owe to my country. 
With thss reservation, I can assure General, the Mar* 
quis de Chaster, of my. fixed detennination never to set 
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foot in any state, subject to his imperial majesty the King 
of Bohemia and Hungary. " Laspayette."* 

And yet La&yette had been languishing tor five 
years in a prison, in a state between life and deatili ! 
He had lost all his hair, and had several times nearly 
fidlen a victim to fevers of the worst description. If 
suflferings and privations of every kind, — ^if the damp* 
ness of his dungeon, and the infectious air which he 
breathed, had deeply impaired his constitution — ^these 



Olmutz, 26 Juillet, 1797. 

* " La commission doDt M. le marquis de Chasteler est charge, me 
parait se rSduire a trois points. 

" V* Sa Majeste Imp^riale sonhaite faire constater notre situation 
k OlmlLtz. Je sois dispose a ne lai porter aacune plainte. On trott- 
vera plosieUis d6tails dans les lettres de ma femme transmises oa 
renvoy^es par le gouvemement aatrichien ; et s'il ne suffit pas asa 
Majesty ImpSriale de relire les instructions env^oy6es de Viennc en 
son nom, je donnerai volontiers ii M. le marquis de Chasteler les 
renseignements qu'il pent desirer. 

" 2» Sa Majeste TEmpereur voudrait 6tre assur6 qu'imm6diate-< 
ment aprte ma d^livrance, je partirai pour TAm^riqne : c'est une in- 
tention que j'ai souvent manifestde ; mais comme dans 4e moment 
actuel, une reponse semblerait reconnaitre le droit de m'imposer cette 
condition, je ne pense pas qu'il me convienne de satisfaire a cette 
demande. 

"3® Sa MajestS TEmperear et Roi m*a fait Phonneur de me sig- 
nlfier, que les principes que je prof esse etant incomfatiJUes avec la tHreU 
du ganvememerU a/uiriekien, elle ne veut pas que je pnisse rentier 
dans ses Etats sans sa permission sp6ciAle. 11 est des devoirs auz- 
qneU je ne puis me soustraire : j'en ai envers les Etats-TTnis, j'en at 
snrtout envers la Prance, et je ne dois deroger en quoi que ce soit 
aux droits de ma patrie snr ma personne ; k ces exceptions prdt, je 
pais, assurer M. le gin^ral marquis de Chasteler quemadetermina*- 
tion invariable est de ne mettre le pied snr aucune terre soumise & 
I'ob^issance de sa Majest6 Impdriale, le Roi de Boh6me et de Hongrie. 

•• I«1FATRTB." 
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destructire causes hadeflfeotedno change in his moiai 
courage* Nc»twithstanding Ibe gradual decline of his 
physical power^ his soul seemed to have acquired 
greater force and energy to hrave the persecutions of 
his jailers. In the midst of his misfortunes, he was 
never abandoned by his coolness or his presence of 
mind. Thus, when after his attempt to escape, he had 
been retaken and brought back to CHmiltz, he was at 
first confined in a spacious apartment. Soon after- 
ward an officer requested him to pass into an adjoin- 
ing room. "For what purpose?" asked Lafayette. 
" That your irons may be put on," replied the officer. 
"Your emperor has not given you such an order,** 
said the illustrious prisoner, in a tone of firmness and 
assurance. "Beware of doing more than he requires, 
and of displeasing him by exceeding his orders through 
an ill-timed zeal." Struck with this observation, the 
officer reflected, and insisted no further : and if Lafay- 
ette was spared the appalling and humiliating torture 
of being ironed during the remainder of his captivity, 
he was probably indebted for the exemption to his 
answer, which was an appeal both to the justice and 
to the severity of the emperor. Sometimes, too, he 
found means to beguile his sorrows with a jest. One 
day the officer on guard, who was present during his 
meal, and who saw him obliged to eat with his fingers^ 
asked him if that mode was not new to him. " No," 
replied Lafayette, coolly ; "I have seen it employed in 
America among the Iroquois." 

Louis de Romeuf, formerly aid-de-camp to Lafayette, 
arrived, after some difficulty, from the army at Vienna. 
He had been sent, by Generals Bonaparte and Clarke, 
to have a direct explanation with the Baron de Phugut, 
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die prime mimster of Austria. After much migqtmr 
tioa, the minister at last eooaented to the liberation of 
tibe prisoners, on condition, ^' that the American consul 
at Hambourg, would promise to do hi^ utmost lo 
tagage them to quit the territory submitted to the im- 
perial jurisdiction, within ten days after their arrival at 
Bambourg, to which city they were to be escorted.* 
Bonieuf ga^e an account of his mission to Generals 
IBonapafte and Claire, and also to the Director Bar- 
th^lemy. He obtained Uie promise demanded firom the 
American consul, and was at length enabled, after fresh 
difficulties, to annoimce that, on the 23d September, 
1797, La&yette and his friends had been set at liberty. 
The prisoners passed through Grermany to Hambourg, 
under the escort of an Austrian major, and were hand- 
ed over by the imperial minister to M. Parish, fbrmeriy 
consul for the United States. 

During these negotiations, Masdet had not remained 
idle, but had continued, by his writings and otherwise, 
to support, encourage, and stimulate the zeal of the 
defenders of Lafayette. The latter took the first op- 
portunity of addressing to him the following letter : — 

"TO CITIZEN fiLUTHERB, PARIS. 

** Wittmoid, near Ploen, tth Brmnaiie, year 6b 
<<How is it possible, my dear friend, that since the 
period erf our ddiverance, you have not yet received 
the homage of my gratitude, and the expression of my 
«ncere friendship ? M*** must have explained to you 
tibat my dday in writing could have proceeded only 
from my hope of enjoying a happiness still greater. I 
am far from xenouncing that happiness ; I have need 
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of it more than ever ; and I demand it firom you witb 
that feeling of confidence, which you have given me a 
right to express. I am not apprehensive of abusing 
that right, and it is gratifying trf me to use it. I for- 
bear to speak of my obligations towards you, my deax 
friend: the question relates to more than my own 
liberty and ray own life, since my wife, my daughters, 
my two friends, and our faithful domestics, have been 
resuscitated along with me. How many other obliga- 
tions, to which my heart is incessantly alive, should I 
not still have to recapitulate, were I to endeavour now 
to portray my gratitude ? but it is inexpressible — ^inex- 
haustible — ^like your friendship ; and I should feel de- 
lighted to thank you, by pressing you to my heart. 

" You havi had news of our deliverance, of our jour- 
ney, of our health : that of my wife in particular, is so 
bad, that we have been forced to stop in the nearest 
place of safety. To have embarked even for a short 
voyage, would have caused great injury to some of our 
party. Travelling by land after the first eight days 
would have been uncertain, and my wife would have 
been unable to bear it, without undergoing a degree of 
fatigue that would have been dangerous, in her ex- 
hausted situation. We, therefore, purpose to settle for 
some time in a very isolated retreat, between Kiel and 
PloSn. That territory is subject to the king of Den- 
mark, and his connexion with the republic will, I trust, 
prevent him from molesting French citizens, whose 
principles may be displeasing to him, but whose only 
occupation will consist in the care of their health, and 
who, unfortunately, in their present position, can serve 
liberty only by their wishes. 

" You have, doubdeas, been made acquainted with 
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my opinio^ on the events of the 18th Fructidor, and I 
am axraM that my opinion on that subject is not yours. 
Perhaps mine is influenced by my profound contempt 
for the counter revolutionists, and by some regret at not 
having gone out at a moment when Liberty of opinion 
and a bad tone of society would, it is said, have author- 
ized a republican declaration. But I cannot deceive 
myself, on the nature of the measuies that have been 
taken ; on the constitution that has been sworn, and 
which, by the way, is infinitely better than that which 
I was to have defended ; oh the personal characters of 
several of the proscribed parties ; on the declaration of 
rights, which, waiving all considerations of an author's 
self-love, shall always form the rule of my opinions and 
conduct ; — finally, on the principle, in which I have 
been confirmed by experience, that liberty can and 
ought to be assisted only by means worthy of her. If 
I deceived myself in my disapprobation of these meas- 
ures, the fiiult is not mine ; I have been enabled to form 
a judgment on them only by means of some apologies 
and public papers ; and in frankly laying before you the 
sentiments.xif the most republican heart that ever exist- 
ed, I most ardently desire to hear firom you the reasons 
which have induced so sincere and so enlightened a 
patriot as yourself to form a different opinion. 

" Our first act of liberty at Hambourg, was an act of 
respect to the representative of the republic, an account 
of which he must have forwarded to the government. 
We have written to Bonaparte in the midst of his tri- 
umphs, and to Clarke m the midst of his reverses, for 
both have, considerable claims upon our gratitude. But, 
as it appears to us that the official tribute ought to> be 
addressed to the minister of foreign relations, the first 
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organ of the government, in taking the steps which 
have released us from captivity and deaths we have 
written to Talleyrand, as the natural depository of our 
acknowledgments, as the individual to whom we owe 
an account of our existence in a foreign country, and 
as joining to his ministerial claims that which he pos* 
sesses upon our personal gratitude. We trust that by 
these three steps taken by us at Hambourg, in Italy, 
and in Paris, we have fulfilled all suitable duties and 
formalities. The pleasure of our deliverance is aug- 
mented beyond measure, by the idea that we owe it to 
the triumphs of the republic, to the kind feelings of our 
fellow-citizens, and to the zeal of our best friends, 
among whom you are acquainted with one whose abil> 
ities are as superior as his heart is excellent — one for - 
whom I feel the most affectionate regard — ^whom I ar- 
dently long to embrace-^to whom I have ,a thousand 
things to say, and a thousand questions to put, and 
whom I shall cordially cherish till my latest breath. 

" Lafayette."* 



• " The following is the original :— 

AU CITOYEN ELEUTHE;rE, A PARia 

Wittmold, pr^s Ploen, 9 Brumaire, an 6. 
" Comment est-il possible, mon cher ami, que depnis le temps de 
DOtre d6Uvrance yoas n'ayez pas encore re^a Thommage de ma ro> 
eonnaissance et les expressions de ma tendre amiti61 M*** voos 
aora expliqu6 les causes de ce retard; ce nepouvait Atre qne pfff 
Fespoir d'mi bonheor encore plus grand que je me privais de celni 
de vous 6crire. Je snis loin d*y reno&cer ; fen ai iin besoin phu 
piessant que jamais, et je voos le demande arec oe sentiment de coa«- 
fiance aaquel yons m'avez doiin6 des droits dont je ne crains pas 
d'abnser, et dont il m'est bien douz de jouir. Je ne voxis parle pas 
de mes obligations enrers voos, mon cher ami; il s'agissait de plus 
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Some time afterward, at the beginning of the year 
1798, Masclet set out for Holstein, whither Lafayette 



que de ma propn liberty et de ma propre vie, pnisqne ma temme, 
mes fiUes, mes denx amis et no^ fiddles domestiqnes ont 6t6 ressos- 
cites avec moi. CLae d'antres obligations encore, sans cesse pr6- 
sentes a mon coeur, j'anrais a retracer, si j'essasrais de yous peindre 
tna Tire gratitade f raais elle est inexprimable, elle est iD^pnisable 
comme YOtre amiti6, et e'est en iroos s'eira&t dans mes bras que 
j'aimerais a vous remercier. 

" Vous aves ea des nouvelles de notre dSlivrance, de notre voy- 
age, de nos saBt6s; leor maavais 6tat, et sartoot celle dd ma femme, 
nous fi3rce a nous, arrdter dans le lieu de 9i^ret6 ie pins prochain. 
S'embarquer, m^me pour on court voyage, ett fait beaucoup de mal 
A one partte de notre caravane ; voyager par terre aprds les premiers 
halt jours, n'eilt pas 6t6 silr, et mafemme ne Paurait pas pn sans une 
fiitigue dangereose, car ses forces ^laienc ^puis^es. Nous allons 
done nous 6tabUr pour quelqne temps dans une retraite bien isolte, 
entre Kiel et Plofin. Ce territoire est soumis an roi de Danemark, 
que ses rapports avec la r^publique emp^cheront, j'esp^re, de mo- 
lester des citoyens fran^is dont les principes ne peuvent pas lui 
plaire, mais dcmt Tunique occupation sera de soigner leur santd, et 
qui malheureusement, dans leur situation actuelle, ne peuvent ser- 
vir la liberty que par lenrs voraz. , 

" On vous aura mand6 mon opinion snr le 18 froccidor ; }e sais que 
ce n'est pas la vdtre. Peut-dtre la miienne est-elle inflttenc6e par 
mon profond mipris pour les contre-r^volutionnairesi et par quel- 
ques regrets de n'^tre pas sorti dans an moment otk la itertd des 
opinions, mi maavais ton de soci6t6, auraient autoris6, dit-on, mie 
declaration bien r^publicaine. Mais je ne puis me tromper snr la 
nature des mesures qui ont 6t4 prises; sur la constitution jur^e, et 
qui, soit dit en passant, vaut infiniment mieuz que celle que j'ai dt 
d^fendre ; sur les caractdres personnels de plusienrs des proscrits; 
snr la deciarataon des droits, qui, amour-propre d'auteur a part, sera 
toujours la rdgle de mes opinions et de ma condoite ; enfi^ sur ce 
principe dans lequel je me suis canfurm6 par Fezp^rience, que la 
liberty ne doit et ne pent Hre servie que par des moyens dignes 
d'eBe. -Si jeme trompe dans ma disapprobation de ces mesures, oe 
n'est pas ma fante; je n'ai pa les jagw que par quelques apologies 
et papierB publics ; et en vous ezposant franchement le sentiment 
6 
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had retired with his wife and two daughters. It was at 
a country house, near the little town of Ploen, that 
these two men met for the first time. Language Would 
be inadequate to describe the feelings of both on this 
commencement of an actual acquaintance, — on thus 
seeing and hearing each other after the events that had 
taken place. At the age of seventy-three, Masclet still 
wept when he spoke of the interview, which he called 
the happiest moment of his existence. He often de- 
clared—for he liked to talk of that moment— that while 
the meeting lasted, Lafayette kept his eyes intently and 
constantly fixed upon his countenance. A short time 



da coenr le plus republicaia qui fat jamais, je desire ardemment re- 
cevoir de Yoas les raisons d'aprds lesqaelles on patriote aossi sincdre 
et aassi 6clair.6 que vous a jnge difi^remment. 

" Notre premier acte de liberte a Etamboarg fut an hommage aa 
repr^sentant de la r^pabliqae, dont il a du rendre compte aa gou- 
Temement. Noas avons 6crit a Boaaparte triomphant et a Clarke 
malheureax, parceque toos deux ont de grands droits a notre recon- 
naissance. Mais comme il nous semble que le tribat officieldoit ^tie 
adress6 aa ministre des relations ext6rieares, premier organe da 
gou^emement dans les d-marches qui nous ont arraches a la cap- 
tivity et a la mort, nous a^ons ecrit a Talleyrand, comme 6tant le 
depositaire naturel de nos remercimentS) comme ^tant celui a qui 
noas devons cotnpte de notre existence en pays stranger, et comme 
joignant a ses titres ministeriels celui de nos obligations pers(mnelles 
envers lui, dont nos coeurs sont penatres. Nous croyons avoir rem- 
pli par ces trois d6marches a Hambourg, en Italic et a Paris, les de- 
voirs et les formes convenables. Le plaisir de notre d^livrance est 
immens6ment augmente par I'idee que nous la devons aox triomphes 
de la republique, a la bienyeillance de nos concitoyens et aa zMe de 
nos chers amis, parmi lesquels vous en connaissez un aossi habile 
qa*excellent, que j'aime de toute la tendresse de mon cobut, que je 
brdle d'embrasser,^ qui j'ai mille et mille choses a dire et & de* 
mander, et que je chStirai josqu'a mon dernier soupir. 
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after the acquaintance had been formed, Lafayette 
wrote Ae following letter to Masclet : — 

" I re^et your absence, ray dear Masclet, still more 
keenly than I desired to know you. The happiness of 
your acquaintance has surpassed even the impatience 
which I felt to see you. My heart is gratified with the 
idea that you quitted us with reluctance : it will follow 
you everywhere, and I hope you will not forget the 
rendezvous in Holland. Louis takes our packets to 
you : I am going to chat with him on the road from 
Ploen, and 1 will write to yon by the oj^rtunity that 
will shortly occ^r. George would refuse to fold my 
note, unless I spoke to you about him. Adieu, my dear 
friend ; 1 love and embrace you most cordially. 18th 
Yentose, year 6, (March 8, 1798.) " Lafayette,"* 

Lafiiyette's friendship for Masclet was not cooled by 
time. Thirty years after his liberation, he said to the 
latter, in one of his letters — " I have written to Victor 
Maubourg, my dear Eleuthere, with the same feeling as 
if my letter had been dated from Olmutz thirty years 
ago, and each subsequent year has but strengthened my 
attachment for you." 



# Tbe following is the original * — 

" Je vons regrette encore plus vivement qae je ne yons desirais, 
mon cher Masclet : le bonheur de voos connaitre a sarpass6 encore 
rimpatience que j*avais de Tons 7oir. Mon^ceur jooit de I'id^e que 
voos nous avez qaitt6$ avee peine ; 11 yons snivra par-tout, et j'es- 
pdre que yons n*onblierez pas le rendez-yons de Hollande. Louis 
yons porte nos paqaets ; je yais causer ayec lui sur la route de Plo6n ; 
je yous 6crirai par I'occasion que nous allons ayoir. G^eorges refuse- 
rait de plier mon billet^ si je ne yous parlaispas de lui. Adieu, mon 
Cher ami ; je yous aime et yous embrasse fie tout mon cceur. Ce 18 
yentoee an VL (8 Mars, 1798.) " Lafatettb." 
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The minutes of Masclet's letters, correspondence, de- 
mands, applications, and protests on behalf of Lafayette 
— ^minutes which I have perused — are so numerous, that 
to read them with attention, would occupy more than a 
month. After contributing so powerfully to the deliv- 
erance of Lafayette, Masclet continued, with unabated- 
zeal, to occupy himself with the interests of his il- 
lustrious friend, against whom France was^till closed. 
He was again obliged to exert himself to obtain the 
removal of the sequestration put upon the property of 
Lafayette, who was unable to return to France be- 
fore the end of 1799. 

After Lafayette's liberation, Masclet entered into the 
administrative career, and devoted himself with zeal 
to the welfere and the wants of mankind, as has been 
proved by his agricultural labours, and by his im- 
provements in political economy, in every country in 
which he resided ; and especially at Cosne and Douai, 
where he for a length of time held the situation of sub- 
prefect. In Edinburgh, he had been named a citizen 
of Scotland. After the revolution of 1830, he was ap- 
pointed French consul at Nice, where he died on the 
T'th October, 1833, at the age of seventy-three. 

Both Masclet and Lafayette were united till their 
deaths, by ties of indissoluble friendship. A few hours 
before he expired, Masclet spoke with the tenderest 
regard of Lafayette, who, during his last illness, fre- 
quently pronounced his friend's name. It would be 
difficult to say whether the man, who was capable of 
feeling such a friendship, or the man who was worthy 
to inspire it, was the more to be admired. 

After his liberation^ Lafayette, though in a foreign 
country, was nevertheless actively occupied with the 
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&te of bk friends and companions in misfortune ; of 
whom he invariably thought, before himself in the 
steps taken by him, and in the appbcations addressed 
by him, to the then existing government. Soon after 
he had forwarded one of those applications to the di^ 
rectory, he wrote as follows to Masdet : — 

« I should be inexpressibly gratified, if the directory 
would decide upon my demand presented by iVdrienne, 
and would either admit, that the companions of my 
departure could not but follow their general-in-chie^ 
who alone was responsible, or else erase their names 
quietly from the proscribed list, should that course 
seem preferable. As to myself,, they might again pro- 
claim me, — ^I will not say as an emigrant, for that would 
be too absurd, — but as a proscribed individual. They 
might accuse, and even condemn me ; subjecting: me 
to all the rigours of the nineteenth fructidor,* but at the 
same time tolerating me in the Batavian territory.^t 
In many of his letters to Masclet and other friends, r 
Lafayette expresses the same wishes. 

On the 20th Pluvidse, year VIII,t the first consul 



• Year V, (5th September, 1797.) 

t The following is the priginal: — 

" Ce qui me caoserait une satisfaction inexprimable, c'est que le 
dlrectoire, statuant sur ma demande pr65ent6e par Adrienne, youldt 
bien reconnaltre que les compagnons de mon depart ne purent s'em- 
pdeher de siiiTre leg^n^ral en chef, seul responsable, on voalilt bien 
les rayer k petit bruit, s'il I'aime mieox, tandis que moi, je serais de 
nouveau proclam€, je ne dirai pas 6migr6, car c'est trop bAte, mais 
present, accuse, condamn6 m6me, et soumis a toutes les rignenrs dti 
19 fractidor, en me toUrant n6anmoins sor le territoire batare." 

^ 9th Febraarj, 1806. 
6* 
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ordered the French army to wear moaming in honour 
of the memory of General Washing;t(m, one of the most 
iiiustrious fomiders of American liberty. Fontanes 
pronounced an eulogium on that great man, on the 
altar of the temple of Mars ;* and yet in his speech, 
remarkable as it was for eloquence,, and the expressdcm 
of elevated sentiments, he ventured not to pronounce 
the name of Lafayette, though inseparable from tl:iat of 
Washington ! George La&yette, who had but recently 
quitted the American general, was in France at ttiai 
period, and had the mortification to find that he was 
not invited even to witness the solemnityy intended to 
honour the memory of the man whose home had beea 
his asylum, and who had guided his infant steps idudng 
his father's captivity at Olmutz ! When Lafayette was 
at length enabled to revisit his country, he retired to 
Lagrange, where he indulged in the taste (or agricul- 
ture, which he had first imbibed during his stay in 
Holstein and Holland. 

Pfermit me now to say a few words on La&yette's 
two companions in captivity. You will perceive thai 
they were worthy to share his misfortunes, and that, 
subsequently to their liberation, the friendship which 
united them in adversity, was but strengthened with 
years. La&yette had the regret to witness their deaths, 
and the sorrow which he felt at their loss, abandoned 
him only in the grave. 

Genial Latour Maubourg, the eldest and dearest of 
Lafayette's friends, was constantly assodated wkh Inm 
during the revolution, and, at the separation of die 
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Constitaeiit Assembly, served aa camp-marshal with 
the army which he commanded. He followed Lafay* 
ette after the 10th August, 179^ was taken prisoner 
along with him, and would never allow those interested 
in his &te,. to take the slightest step on his behalf, that 
might have disunited his cause from that of his friend, 
with whom he remained five years in captivity, and 
sepamted from his wife and six children. In concert 
whh Lafayette and Bureaux de Pusy, he refused to 
sign an unconditicmal promise not to return to Austria, 
as he made a special reserve in &.vour. of the rights 
which France had upon his person — a reserve that pro- 
longed his detention by two months. The following 
was his declaration : — " General Chasteler, in acquaint- 
ii^ me with his imperial majesty's intention of restor- 
ing me to liberty, having added, that he is instructed to 
demand of me in writihg,r~lst, if my detention has 
been aggravated by private ill treatment, or if my com- 
plaints referred merely to the inconveniences insepara- 
ble fix>m state prisons ; 2d, to wllat point I intended to 
direct my steps on obtaining my release ; 3d, an en- 
gagement not to return to the states of his imperial 
majesty withcmt his express permission : 

<^ Without admitting that the Austrian government 
has any legitimate authority over my person ; without 
acknowledging the right claimed by that government 
over unarmed French subjects, utterly unconnected 
with the affiiixs of the provinces by which its sway is 
lecognised, I have thought proper to declare, and I do 
hereby dedar-e, — 

** 1st, That I have received no ill treatment, either in 
word or deed, from the perscnis appointed to act as my 
guaids; and that such persons could xiot have in^ted 
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on me sach ill treatment with impunity. But 1 add 
that, with the exception of the captain at present doing 
daty in the state prisons, the greater part of the officers 
who have filled his post, have discharged their duty 
with a degree of grossness and carelessness ; the nat> 
ural effect of which has been to expose the prisoners to 
privations of every kind : and as, from the period of 
General Spleny's arrival, those officers have been sub- 
jected to little control, or perhaps have received orders 
to observe the line of conduct adopted by them, it re- 
sults that, firom the month of October, 1794, the period 
of General Arco's arrival, to the month of January, 
1797, when the Count de Mac-H6licot was attached to 
this service, I wsLs exposed to a degree of neglect and 
absolute privation, which excited even the count's sur- 
prise, and which he has since repaired, as £sur as was 
compatible with his instructions. 

" I am unable to determine, whether the treatment that 
I have experienced for tbe last three years, is conforma- 
ble to the code of stat^ prisons, with which I am unac- 
quainted. But what has transpired with respect to the 
regime of the Bastille, so justly held up to execration-— 
what I have read in the public journals, during my de- 
tention in Prussia, on the subject of the regime adopted 
in the French prisons, under the barbarous reign of the 
Marats and Robespierres of the time — even my rigorous 
captivity in Prussia — ^had not prepared me, when in the 
power of a prince, whose humanity and virtues have 
been so emphatically eulogizedj to undergo an excess of 
severity, which I should have believed impracticable, 
but for the lengthened and cruel experience which has 
convinced me of the contrary. 

** 2dly. As soon as I shall obtain my enlargement, my 
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intention is to proceed to Hambourgi where I shall 
await such news from my &mily, as may enable me to 
adopt a decisive resolution, and where I shall remaiui 
till my impaired health may be sufficiently recovered, 
to enable me to carry that resolution into effect. 

"^ly. L here renew with pleasure the engagement 
which I have so often made with myself, never to tra- 
vel, reside, and still less to establish myself, in the he- 
reditary states of his imperial majesty. NeverthelesS| 
a thousand circumstances may prevent the execution of 
my intention of proceeding to the United States of North 
America ; and to deprive the Austrian government of 
all pretext for treating me a second time as a prisoner 
of state, for having fulfilled the duties of a good citizen, 
I consider it necessary to make an exception to this en- 
gagement, and I do hereby make a formal exception, in 
&vour of the very improbable case, in which the ser- 
vice of the country that I may have been obliged to 
quit, and that will always be dear to me — or the inter- 
ests ef the country which I may have chosen, and which 
may have sheltered me, shall impose on me the imperi- 
ous necessity of infringing my engagement 

"Latoub Mavboubg." 

"Olnrnta, July aB» ITOT." 

When Latour Maubourg recovered his liberty, at the 
peace of Campo Formio, he as well as Lafayette settled 
with his numerous family in Holstein, and returned to 
Prance, after the 18th Brumaire, year VIII.* He was 
a member of the senate, and afterward a peer of Prance, 
and always sat among the liberal opposition in the up- 
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per chamber. He died, May 28, 1831, of an infiamma- 
tion on the chest. M. de Maubourg had two brothers *, 
General Latour Maubourg, formerly Governor-com- 
mandant of the Invalids ; and M. Charles Latour Mau- 
bourg, who married the eldest of the Mademoiselles 
Lafayette. 

Bureaux de Pusy, who was a distinguished officer of 
engineers before the revolution, was one of the deputies of 
the Constituent Assembly, over which he presided when 
the king was received there on the 4th February, 1790. 
He had a considerable share in the division of Franco 
into departments, and also contributed to the new or- 
ganization of the army, and to the framing of the mili- 
tary code. In pursuance of the decree depriving the 
members of the assembly of all claim to promotion, he 
joined Lafayette's army, simply as a captain of engi- 
neers, and in 1792, was intrusted by him with a mis- 
sion to Marshal Luckner. Having been denounced by 
the jacobins, he was summoned to the bar of the legis- 
lative assembly, in the month of July, in the same year, 
when he confounded his accusers, and those of Lafay- 
ette, in a speech equally remarkable for its eloquence 
and its boldness. After the 10th August, 1792, he quit- 
ted France. He had been recently married, and was 
on the point of being blessed with of&pring, when he 
was arrested, with his two friends, in whose captivity 
and sufferings he shared. I now proceed to transcribe 
the declaration made by him in the prisons of Olmutz : 

" General, the Marquis de Chasteler, having called 
upon me, in the name of his imperial majesty the king 
of Bohemia and Hungary, to state the subjects of com- 
plaint that I may have either against the individuals 
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appointed to act as tny guards, or against the rigours of 
imprisonment, whidi I may have suffered in addition to 
that occasioned by the necessity of securing my person ; 
I answer, that being ignorant of the amount of the pre- 
cautions and the severities judged necessary by the court 
of Vienna to ensure the detention of a prisoner of state, 
I can reply to the questions addressed to me only by mak- 
ing a faithful report of the hardships that I have found 
most galling, in the treatment which I have received, since 
my stay here. I accordingly declare, that fipom the 18th 
May, 1794, to the present period, I have not been per- 
mitted, for a single instant, to quit the chamberln which 
I was confined on my arrival ; that being deprived of 
any other exercise than what may be taken in that 
chamber, I have enjoyed only as much fresh air as I 
have been able to breathe across the double grating 
with which my window is furnished, and that most fre- 
quently the noxious and unwholesome quality of that 
air, renders it a punishment rather than a relief I de- 
clare, that out of a small number of books which I 
brought with me, about twelve volumes have been taken 
from me, on the ground that their contents w^re suspi- 
cious ; that I have been deprived of nearly the same 
number of maps, most of them relating to Ainerica ; and 
of all the letters from my family, which I received in 
Prussia, through the government of that country, and 
that none of these objects have been restored to me. I de- 
clare, that during the first fourteen months of my deten- 
tion at Olmutz, I was permitted neither to hear firom, nor 
to transmit any proof of my own existence to my rela- 
tives, who, I knew, were in the power of the jacobins in 
Prance, and who were compromised, because they had 
the nus^rtune to belong to me* I declare, that a ser- 
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vant, whom on quitting Luxembourg for Wesel I was 
allowed without any demand on my part to take with 
me, was separated from me, on my arrival at Olmutz ; 
that I again saw him only six weeks afterward, and thea 
but for a few minutes ; that I afterward saw him every 
fortnight, for nearly an hour each time, aiid, Sj^aHy^ 
that for the last twenty-one months, he has daily passed 
three hours in succession in my chamber. I declare, 
that I hav^ been constantly denied the use of pens, ink, 
paper, pencils, compasses, and other instruments of that 
description, and that for eight months, from the end of 
November, 1794, to the end of July, 1795, 1 have been 
deprived even of a slate, which served me for my calcula- 
tions and mathematical studies. I declare, that I have 
been derived of a number of the most ordinary, and the 
iBOSt indispensaUe conveniences of life, such as watch, 
sdssors, razors, knife and fork, 6dc,. I declare, that for 
several months, I have suffered from the wretched state 
of ray clothes. To say the truth, I have abstained from 
applying for any, not because I suspected the govern- 
ment of wishing to refuse me necessaries, but in the first 
place, because my clothes spoke for themselves, and in 
the next place, because I preferred our. privation to a 
humiliating discussion, such as I had been obliged to 
enter into, on the only occasion when I touched up<m 
the question with the officer, who th^i acted as my 
guard— Major Shermack, a man of harsh and coarse 
disposition, incapable of appredating the fiimplest attefi- 
tions due to men of dehcacy, whose pride is always in 
proporticm to thdr mkfortunes. I declare, that with the 
exception of the said Major Shermack, I have do eeuh 
plaint to make against the difbrent ofEbcers with wboBi, 
in succession, I have been brougbt into octttact, and, 
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moreov^er, that I seize this ^poitunity of pablidy testi- 
fying my gratitade to Count MacElligot, at pres^it 
chained with the police of the prison in which I am de- 
tained, for the polite attention which has invariably 
characterized his proceedings towards me. 

*< The Marquis de Chasteler having beisides informed 
me that the cessation of my imprisonment dq)eiid8 
upon a previous engagement on my part, never to 
return to the states of his imperial majesty without 
his express permission ; I declare that I joyfully enter 
into an engagement, not only never to set foot in 
any of the states of his imperial majesty the king of Bo- 
hemia and Hungary, but never even to solidt per- 
mission to do so ; but at die same time, I expressly ex- 
cept ircmi this engagemmt a case of military service, in 
the erent of a war between his imperial majesty and 
any power which may afford me an asylum: for I 
neither can nor will, on any account, dishonour myaell^ 
by placing it out of my power to fulfil the first duty of 
a citizen towards the state which may extend to me the 
protection attached to that title. 

" BUREAtTX DE PUSY. 

"Olmutz, Jaly26th, 179T.*» 

After the recovery of his liberty, Bureau:^ de Pusy 
remained for some time at Hambourg, and in Holland, 
and then proceeded to the United States, whence he re- 
turned only after the 18th Brumaire, year VIH * He 
became in succession, prefect of the department of the 
Allier and the Rhone, and the city of Lyons preserves 
a grateful recollection of his administration. The ter- 
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ritory of Genoa having been united to France, he was 
sent as prefect to that city, where his concUiatory talr 
ents were of the g^reatest service. A revolt, which might 
have been attended with the most serious consequences, 
was appeased by his influence alone. The journey 
which he took on that occasion greatly injured his 
health, which had already been much impaired, and he 
died in 1807. 



LETTER OF GENERAL LATOVR MAlTBOirRO, WRITTEN 
FROK OLMVTZ. 

<< My letter having through some mistake remained 
in my hands longer than I expected, I shall endeavour, 
my dear friend, to turn the delay to account, by attenq>t- 
ing to give you a precise idea of our situation, and I 
shall annex a plan of our abode, executed very badly, 
but yet as correctly as possible without the necessary 
instruments. In all the dungeons you will remark a 
piece of furniture not generally placed in bedcbanribers 
and as we take our meals between this piece of furni- 
ture and the bed, you may conclude that we seldom 
or never stir beyond our doors, and that the genius of 
the imperial administration has thought of every thing 
that can render our seclusion absolute. Do not sup- 
pose that I have made a mistake in lodging the domes- 
tic from^ Paris in two chambers which are large, hand- 
some, and the best in the (enclosure, while Greneral and 
Madanie Lafiiyette have but two small cells, their 
daughtere but a narrow doghole, with a single wretch- 
ed bed ; and while Pusy and myself, in addition to the 
cojmmon inconveniences,. have those attached to the 
neighbourhood of the guard-house and of the privies, 
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the dampness of which is such, that the wall touching 
them is covered with saltpetre. Nothing can be more 
correct than my description of these arrangements, 
which afford a proof, for the thousandth time, of a fixed 
and connected plan to harass us even in the sUghtest 
matters. 

^ SUtiaium of the prisons. — ^The building compos- 
ing the prisons is an ancient convent of Jesuits, trans- 
formed into an immense barrack. The dungeons, 
which are vaulted above and below, have a southerly 
aspect. They are on a level with the corridor, which 
is its^on a level with a lai^ square court surrounded 
with lofty buildings, and from which there is no other 
issue than a large vault, the door of which is closed 
after the beating of the tattoo, and under which is sta- 
tioned, night and day, a guard of thirty or forty men, 
whose principal duty is to allow no persons ingress or 
qpress, without compelling them to undergo a scrupu- 
lous examination. Towards the south, the dungeons 
are as high as the first storj^', and the windows look 
upon a terrace or sort of elevated rampart, at the bot- 
tom of which commences a meadow that descends with 
a gentle slope to one arm of the Morawa, which flows 
at the distance of about a hundred paces firom us. Af- 
ter this river, the ground rises for about three hundred 
paces, and terminates in works for the defence of the 
town, in the interior of which is a causeway, and an 
exercise-ground for the garrison, and beyond which 
runs the Morawa. The whole of this space between 
us and the first works is filled with wooden magazines, 
in which gunpowder and other objects relative to artil- 
lery are constantly deposited. There are also two 
guard-houses which command a view of us, and fur- 
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nidi 08veral sentries, whose ofders are, not only to ob* 
serve us, bat to keep a strict Watoh ov«r our two sesA- 
ndls stationed intnde, upon the terrace. 

<^This elevated position at one extremity of the 
ton^n, exposed to the south, and con»niandingr a view of 
the country, ought to be agreeable, airy, and salubrious^ 
but you will presently judge if this pronuse has be^ti 
fulfilled. The waters with which we are surrounded 
fiimish, in addition to a nmltitttde of flies that are etr 
tremely troublesome, firequent fogs which occasion dai^ 
gerous fevers, and to which the town of Olmutz owes 
its reputation for unwholesomeness. Besides, the arm 
of the river nearest to us, has af^ared from its sunken 
position so &vourable for receiving and carrying off 
the filth of the town, that all the gutters meet at that 
point, first passing beneath our windows, with open- 
ings firom distance to distance, which, being negli- 
g^itly covered with a deal plank, always emit an in* 
sttfferable stench, and which, when left caitirel^ open at 
certain periods, on account of the men at work in th^n, 
exhale a mephitic vapour which is absolutely pestileU'^ 
tial. The morning and evening air by no means dissi* 
pate theste noxious vapours, because the houses of the 
town, extending on the right and left in Ibrm of a s^ni* 
eircle, allow us to breathe only the air of the south, 
which in summer is scorching, in winter impetuous, 
and which drives towards us all the impurities collect<> 
ed on its way, as it were, into afimnel, whence there is 
no issue. I must add, that our nearest neighbours are, 
die nnUtary hospital on the right, and the civil hospital 
on the left ; from the latter, however, we are separated 
by one or two canons' houses, the gardens c^ which 
join our terrace, closed on that side only by a partitioa 
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of jdanks. Opposite to the entrance of our barrack, on 
the other side of the street, there is another, filled with 
soldiers like this. 

- ^' Pumiiure. Our prisons, without excepting erea 
that of the ladies, are furnished with a sorry bed, with* 
out curtains, two deal tables, lyo chairs, a range of 
wooden p^;s, a wardrobe, and a stove, which is lighted 
on the outside. As on our arrival we had a number of 
effects and books, an addition was made to this general 
ihmiture, to accommodate La&yette, Pusy, and m3^sel£ 
This addition consisted of a deal chest of drawers, with- 
out a lock, and some shelves for our books. The draw- 
ers might at present be removed, for every thing that" 
we brought is in rags, and noUiing has been replaced. 

If you measure the plan by the scale which I have 
annexed to it, you will perceive that the external walls 
are si^ feet, and the separation walls four feet thick, 
and that both are built with the solidity which charac- 
terizes the works of the monks of every country ia the 
world. The aperture of the windows, which is four 
&et in breadth and eight in height, opens in four divi- 
sions, the upper ones being shut by a padlock, so that 
air is admitted only by an opening four feet square; and 
that opening is still further obstructed by a double iron 
grating, the bars of which form meshes of about six 
inches, and the latter, as they do not correspond, render 
it impossible for those on the outside to distinguish our 
features. The doors are double : the first is shut with 
a single lock only ; but that which opens on the corri- 
dor, and which is two inches thick, shuts in the middle 
with a lock, and above and below with two enormous 
padlocks. The whole are op^ied at eight o'clock in 
the morning for breakfest, at half past eleven Ibr din- 
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ttttTy al two o'clock for the lemoval of the plates, dish^ 
Ac., atid half an hoar before night for sapper. Pusy^ 
servant and mine dine along with us, bat for two years 
I^a&yette has not seen^ his. You Will observe that 
Madejtnoisdles Lafayette are confined in a separate 
]Murt of the building, a quarter of an hour before the 
arrival of supper. They are thus forced either not to 
sup at all, or to sup too soon ; and the days, which 
b^;in to shorten, oblige them to quit their parents a 
little sooner every day, so that, before long, they must 
remain during eighteen hours in solitude, by way of 
doing penance for the happiness of remaining with 
their father for five or six hours. Last winter they 
remained in his apartment till nine o'clock, but the 
court, no doubt, thought the indulgence too great. 
When the inclemency of the season renders it neces- 
sary to warm the guard-houses, the prisons are also 
warmed. Fires are lighted twice in the twenty-four 
hours, at five o'clock in the morning and at four in the 
evening. If the fires burns badly, or go out altogether, 
which not unfirequently happens, so much the worse 
for the prisoners. 

" Guards and surveillance. The surveillance and 
command-in-chief of the guard are confided to the 
major of the pla^e and to a lieutenant of the garrison, 
who, once intrusted with this commission, perfonn no 
other duty, and can be changed only on account of 
sickness, or to march in case of war. The major is 
^permanent The lieutenant is alwa3rs chosen with 
great care, so that the prisoners can scarcely hope to 
cAitain from him any essential service ; but we have 
had several who, in trifling matters^ were tolerably 
obliging and polite. The lieutenant at present on 
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datjf toight be reckoned the coaneet of humati be* 
ings bat for his major, who, in brutalit]r9 surpaasee 
his comiades the jailers, the negro drivers in the An* 
tilles^ and the slave driTers in Constantinoj^. Under 
ttwBb two amiaUe chieft is an old corporal, decorated 
with the title ofprivaiy very stupid and very timorouS| 
but also very oovetous. Such is the staff c^ this baa* 
tille ; to which might be added, the very dirty soldier 
-Vfho is specially intrusted witkt the task of bringing us 
our meals and sweq>ing the corridors, and who has no 
other duty to perform. 

^ The interior guard is composed of tiurty picked 
men, commanded by two corporals. They relieve each 
odier every two days, so tbat there are always fifteen 
find a corporal on duty. The guard funiishes five 
sentinels day and night, — three in the corridor and two 
on the terrace, — ^who are ordered to attend to every 
thing that we do, to give an account of the same imm^ 
diatdiy, and to reply to none of the questions that we 
might venture to address to them. Those on the ter«> 
race are particularly charged to summon the corporal 
immediately, should we speak fxoai the window to our 
neighbours. Poor Fdix, who was caught in the very 
act of so doing, was immediately put upon bread and 
water, and, for three months, bust windows remained 
closed. No individual, whoever he may be, unless on 
duty, is permitted to enter the corridor, the door of 
which can be opened only by the sentinel stationed on 
the inside. The doors of the prisoners areop^sed only 
at stated hours, and in presence of one <^ the two offi- 
cers, who is oUiged, each time, to obtain the enonnouB 
bunch of keys firom the commandant-general, and to 
return them to him himself. !£ during these intervalsi 
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one of the prisonera were attacked with a coup de sang^ 
a hemorrhage, or any other accident requiriog immedi- 
ate assistance, the unfortunate man must perish. The 
prisoners are served only in succession, so that two 
prisons are never open at a time. During this cere- 
mony, the guard is under arms and in service-<)rder, 
inside the corridor, in front of the door opening on the 
court, but which remains closed. The sentinel nearest 
to the prisoner in whose apartment the service is being 
performed, places himself in front of the door, his fire- 
lock across the opening, while another soldier, with a 
drawn sabre in his right hand, holds the door with his 
left. While the meal is being placed on the table, the 
officer and the pr6vot remain in the chamber, examine 
if every thing is in its usual place, and particularly in- 
spect the stove and the grating* of the window. This 
visit takes place four times daily. I know not wheje 
the soldiers sleep when not on guard, but it must be 
somewhere near us, since a respite of twenty-four 
hours jfrom duty does not liberate them fi*om their 
surveillance, and becausot should any accident happen, ^ 
they would be just as responsible for it as their coio- 
rades on duty. By way of compensation for this pain- 
ful and constant attention, they, as well as the two cor- 
porals, the pr^vot, d&c., receive double pay. In addition 
to these precautions, orders are given with respect to 
us, at the guard4iouse in the. court of the barrack, and 
at the two others in the works opposite to our windows; 
and, moreover, the soldiers lodged in the barrack, 
some of whom occupy the chambers above us, are 
assured of a recompense, should they denounce any 
omission or negligence on the part of our sentries. 
The meadow under our terrace, and which, on ordi- 
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nary occasions, is a walk^ and even a coav^nieDt and 
well-firaqpented passage^ is Ibrbiddaii to all who are noC 
c^liged to be tlieie on military duty ; as, fi>r instance, 
the artillery officers and soldiers. Our dim lamps are 
lighted at the hour of supper, and must be extinguished 
at nine o'clock^ in order that we may have plenty of 
time to calculate the length of the wint^ nifS^ts ; and, 
since our arrival, we have been deprived of the matches 
which were at first given tons, to enable us to procurea 
light in case of indisposition. 

" Regimen^ ^c. Hitherto you perceive that we have 
had none of the conveniences promised by the emperor 
to Madame La&yette. It is probably a great honour to 
be his majest3r's guest, particularly in a prison — but the 
thing is really no lau^iing matter. It must be admit- 
ted, however, that at the hour of our meals we excite 
the envy of our hungry jailers of every degree, although 
to us those hours are the most disgusting in the whole 
day. The break&st is of chocolate, or coffee with milk, 
at the prisoner's option, and both are execrable, as you 
may well imagine, wh^i you are informed that they 
are made by a vivandi^ej in a low canteen, into which 
the soldiers from the barrack enter at pleasure, and 
where their whole time is spent in smoking. It thus 
happens, that every thing eaten by us is impregnated 
with a strong savour, of tobacco, and we are even for- 
tunate when we do not find large pieces of that weed 
in what is givoa to us. Our dinner is served up in. 
deep dishes of delf, all of the same shape and size. I 
know not if the ladies (who pa3ring 4beir own expenses 
may ask, I believe, for what they wish) find any difiex^ 
enee in the alimentary regime, but they can certainly 
discover none with regard to the article of cleanliness 
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as every thing comes from the kitchen of the same vi- 
yandidre, whose execrable ragoats, rancid butter, and 
fipices, I might forgive, were she herself less dirty. To 
heap the measure of disgust, every thing, meat, soup, 
v^tables, fricassees, must be eaten with a pewter spoon, 
without knife or fork, and had we not brought napkins 
along with us, some fragments of which still remain, 
the sleeves of our coats must have served us for that 
purpose. At first, our wine and water were served up 
each in a bottle, and we drank out of glasses. This 
was an indulgence, of which, at the time, we were not 
fully sensible, but the loss of which we have regretted 
ever since ; for the mere purpose of vexing us, two jugs 
of cylindrical form have been substituted, each holding 
about half a bottle. They are brought to us frill, one 
of coarse flat red wine, the other of dirty water, and we 
muist drink out of both, because, as it was explained to 
me, " the emperor chooses it." You will conceive the 
disgust inspired by these jugs, when I add, that when 
removed from our chambers, they are placed in the 
windows of the corridor, where they are exposed to in- 
sects, dust, tobacco smoke, and what is still worse, left 
for the use of the soldiers, who drink out of them, and 
perform their ablutions in them. They are cleaned 
only at stated periods, at the beginning and in the mid- 
dle of each month, with a wisp of straw. 

''From all these details, my dear friends, you will 
. perceive that, as a relief from our vexations, which are 
the more annoying as they have not even the semblance 
of 'Utility, and to diminish the tedious lengtli of the dsiys^ 
we have no other resource than reading, to which we 
consequently devote much of our time. But as the &- 
vour done to us, of lending us books, has been subject 
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to much vicissitude, I shall resume this history, fiom the 
first day of our arrival. You have been apprised, that 
we were deprived of our watches, razors, silver covers, 
and of all our trifling conveniences, even to the knives 
that served us to take off the powder. In Silesia we 
had been allowed the use of paper, pen, and ink, but at 
the mention of this circumstance, our jailers were great- 
ly scandalized, and they bestowed an abundance of con- 
temptuous epithets on the want of intelligence displayed 
by the Prussians in tormenting their victims. We might 
have certified, that the Prussians were tolerable adepts 
in the niceties of the trade, but we still hoped to pique 
our jailers on the point of honour. This hope vanish- 
ed, when we were deprived even of the letters which 
we had received from our relatives and firiends, and 
when we were informed that we were separated from 
the rest of the world, that we must forget our own names, 
and recollect only our numbers, and that we should 
never hear each other spoken of — a promise which was 
but too well fulfilled, sCnd the execution of which was 
occasionally bafiBled only by the zeal and intelligence of 
Felix j^djules^ who are the agents of our communica- 
tions. This first operation terminated, our books were 
next inspected. Every work printed subsequently to 
1789 was, as a matter of course, proscribed, even to the 
< Imitation of Jesus Christ.' With regard to-more aur 
cient works, 'Paine's Common Sense,' and 'Rous- 
seau's Social Contract,' were first seized, and the pro- 
8cripti<Hi was natural enough, as the conduct of our 
jailers was a direct violation of the principles of those 
two publications. Helvetius was confiscated, becau^, 
as they asserted, his works had spoiled the heart of the 
Emperor Joseph IL The commandant having opened 
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an abridgxneat of the history of Oreece, ML in the 
coarse of a very few lines upon the vrotda 'liberty' and 
' republic', and nothing that I could say, was allowed to 
save the volume : it was irrevocably lost to us, as well 
as a number of others, for reascHis equally important. 
Finally, at the expiration of three wedcs, the minister, 
to whom a proces verbal of our installation in prison 
had been forwarded, issued an order to deprive, me oi 
the < Liaisons DangereuseSy a romance, written by 
Laclos, and the < Observations sur PSRstoire de Prance^ 
by Mably, neither of which works have the slightest 
refer^ice to the revolution. So deeply conversi^t are 
all these inquisitors with the literature of France, that 
they have left me the ' Histoire PkUosophique ef Po- 
lUiqu^ of the Abb6 Raynal, a work full of bold passages 
and liberal reflections. You may eaoly imagine, that 
they have m^de similar blunders with my two friends. 
At the expiration of a few days, a list of French books 
belonging to a public library was brought to us, and I 
was likewise furnished with the catalogue of a book- 
seller, who lent out German works. Of this privilege I 
was allowed to avail myself only fer four months, and 
during that time, I coukl never procure any new work, 
nor any of those written by M. d'ArchenoItz, which I 
always noted at tiiie head^of my list As to the Frendi 
books, you are aware that most of them are worth but 
little ; but the library of which I have spoken, can boast 
the possessiim of the Encyclopedia, Bayle, the complete 
works of Voltaire, Rousseau, uid Montesquieu. AU 
these we have already perused, and we are now read- 
ing them again. The whole of the Ekieyclopedia has 
passed through our hands : its most interesdng divisions 
we have ^itirdy finished, so that this precious resource 
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is daily losing its value. During the Mvinter which fet 
lowed Lafiiyette's escape, we were whoUy abandoned to 
the melancholy ideas excited in us by the ill success of 
ins attempt. I was at that period deprive altogethet 
of German books, and in the French catalogue 1 mark- 
ed about thirty volumes. The * Letters of Patin,' for 
which I had not asked, were brought to me, and during 
the whole winter, I could obtain no other books than 
those two volumes, which might, perhaps be still in my 
possession, but for th^ illness of the major, and the death 
of Greneral Arco, who ordered, or at least, authorized 
these petty vexations. ^ 

" You ask how we are dressed ? — ^Like beggats; that 
is to say, in rags, since our worn out clothes have not 
been replaced. La&yette, however, wanted breeches, 
and I have been informed that a tailor was ordered, 
without taking his measure, to make a large pair of 
trousers for him, and a waistcoat of coarse serge, at the 
same time informing him that cloth was too dear for 
him ; I believe that the garment alluded to was pur- 
posely made in such a manner as to prevent him from 
wearing it, and that Madame Lafayette supplied the de- 
ficiency, by purchasing cloth on some pretext or other. 
In the articles of shoes and stockings, he is strangely 
provided, for those which he wears. Mademoiselle Anas- 
tasie was obliged to make with her own fair hands, 
out of the stuff of an old coat. For my own part, I 
wear a waistcoat and nankin trousers made at Nievelle, 
and you may therefore judge of the state of maturity at 
which they have arrived. • Were I to make my appear- 
ance in the street, any charitable soul would offer me 
alms. Three months ago, however, I was supplied 
with new shoes. The old ones had been soled and le- 
8 
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soled thirteen times, and for the new ones I was iit* 
dehted merely to the obstinacy of the cobbler, who fonnd 
it utterly impossible to perform the operation for the foiiF« 
teenth time. While my shoes were being made, I ' 
obliged to remain in bed." 



LETTER V. 



Paris, SflptembtfSSi iflSi. 

In reading General Latour Mauboui^a letter on the 
prison of Olmutss-r-a letter full of intelligenoe, elevation 
of soul, and generous filings for Lafayette and his 
femily — ^you must have seen, sir, that the writer has 
lipoken of two prisoners designated only by tfieir bap- 
tismal names, Jules and Felix. I intended to add a note 
to acquaint you with their characters, but not having 
done so, I feel bound to repair an omission which mig^l 
have consigned to oblivion the names of two men, 
whose conduct hiw been ewmplary under the most try- 
ing circumstances. 

Jules Gruyeon, General Latour Mauboui^s servant, 
voluntarily foUowed bis master from prison to priaoii| 
and displayed the utmost devotion towards him, as well 
as the other prisoners, during the captivity inflicted cm 
them in comn^n. He is still sJiive, and has established 
himself, I believe, as a Hmonadier. 

Felix Pontoimier was attached to La&yette as seo- 
retary, and was arrested along with him. He was then 
very young, as he had scarcely attained his 16th year. 
After his arrest, he was charged to look after the effects 
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of tbe pnaooefs, fiom wiioin he was cntirdy sepanled 
for several days. He was no kmger guarded, and 
ought have escaped; but he would have Uudied al 
such an act of weakness, and of his own accord he 
joined La&yette, to whom, during the whole of his cap* 
tivity, he gave every procrf of attachment and devotion. 
His mtelligence and ability were always at work, when- 
ever any hope was presented of accomplishing his pro** 
teeter's escape ; or when the rigours of his captivity 
were to be assuaged. His inventive genius was con* 
atantiy employed in discovering means of establishing 
a correspondence between the prisoners, in enabling 
tbKn to acquaint each other with their respective situ- 
ations, to communicate their thoughts, to deceive thdr 
jailers, to send intelligence to their friends who were 
occupied with their deliverance, or to hear from them 
in return. He had composed a particular language, 
known only to himself and the rest of the prisoners ; 
h^ had also concei'^od the idea of a language, made up 
of gestures, and of the various expressions of the coun- 
tenance, and the key to this language was possessed by 
the prisoners alone. On some occasions, he whistled 
notes like a captive bird, with various modulations, 
which intimated to the prisoners all that they were in- 
tested in learning. His health was often seriously 
endangered, and once especially, on being surprised in 
the commission of some supposed ojBTence, he was con- 
demned for three months to solitary imprisonment, in 
darkness the most profound, and allowed no other food 
during that period than black bread and water. Noth- 
ing could equal the devotion of Felix Pontonnier to the 
prisoners, except, perhaps, the gratitude that Lafayette 
* pind his children ever felt for this honourable and cour- 
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ageous individual. For many years he directed the 
agricultural labours at Lagrange with equal probity and 
success, and afterward established himself at Fonte- 
nay, (in the department of Seine et Mcame^) wheie he 
is now collector of taxes. 

You must also recollect, sir, that in the same letter, 
Latour Maubourg speaks of a certain corporal decora- 
ted with the title of pr6v6t, and no less timorous than 
covetous. It has occurred to me, that you will not be 
sorry to make a more ample acquaiatance with this in- 
dividual, for the melancholy part which he has played 
in the history of the victims of Olmutz, has transformed 
him from an obscure individual into an historical per- 
sonage. The whole time of Mademoiselle Anastasie 
La&yette was not employed in attending to her poor 
mother, or in making clothes, or shoes and stockings, 
for her father. In concert with her younger sister, she 
endeavoured to afford her parents every amusement 
that could relievo the sorrows of their situation. One 
day, she sketched a portrait of the corporal cm her nail, 
in order that in case of a surprise, the drawing might 
not be seized, and to prevent the model himself from 
perceiving the sketch ; for you may well imagine, that 
the old fellow was not of a disposition to sit for his pic- 
ture at full length. Mademoiselle Lafayette transfenred 
her sketch to a sheet of paper, and afterward, when 
she quitted the prison, made a copy of it, which is at 
present at Lagrange, near the door of her father's apart- 
ment. The following is a description of the old corpo- 
ral. He is represented in the act of opening the door 
of the prison which gives upon the corridor, and which 
is secured above and below with crossed bars provi- 
ded with padlocks. His half bald head* is uncovered ; 
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has 6fw remaining hatr» are collected into a littli 
fueue, which is ludicroudiy turned aside o^er his 
Aonlder ;* and he advances wi^ the stealthy pace of 
a timid individual, who lends an attentive ear to soma 




fiuicied noise. In one hand he holds a bunch of large 
keysy one of which he directs mechanically towards the 



* On this account) probably, the prisoners gave him the nickname 
of Cata^puois, His real name was Ck»lomba. 
8* 
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lock ; in the othirar hand he holds one of those beaked 
lamps which are inuch used in Germany, and its dimt 
light is reflected on his visage. A stick, which serves 
for self defence or the chastisement of oflBsnderS) is at- 
tached to his wrist by a leathern strap ; his little three 
cornered hat is squeezed flat under his arm ; his sabre 
is fiustened to his side by a girdle; his waistcoat, 
breeches, wide boots, and in £sLct, the whole of his atdre, 
show that he is in undress; and his knees seem to 
bend, not so much under the weight of years as under 
the influence of cowardice. But enough of this poor 
devil, who like his general, has long since departed this 
life. The sketch which 1 have annexed will give but a 
fidnt idea of him, in comparison with the original por- 
trait, executed by a daughter who traced the features 
of her father's jailer. We must now return to La&yette. 
In spite of the vicissitudes of his stormy and perse- 
cuted existence, Lafayette preserved all the mildness of 
his character. His temper was even, and in the inti- 
macy of private life, no man's acquaintance was safer 
or more fUU of amenity. On quitting him, his friends 
were alwa3rs certain of again finding him the same. 
His domestics he treated with a degree of uniform 
kindness, which won their hearts. They were en- 
tirely devoted to him, and served him with a zeal 
which needed no stimulus. These feelings of kindness 
towards inferiors, which dignify him who puts th^n in 
practice, and which can lower him only in the estima- 
tion of the foolish or the vicious, were innate in Lafity- 
ette, and the &ct will appear evident from the following 
anecdote : — ^A short time before the revolution of 1789, 
La&yette was walking in the grand gallery of the 
Ch&teau de Chavaniac^ in company with a gentJeman 
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of his neighbourhood, with whom he entered into con- 
irersation, on the subject of the future emancipation of 
the people of Auvergne. The discussion was inter- 
rupted by^the arriyal of the peasants of his &rm, who 
proceeded to o£fer him some nos^ays and cheeses, 
which they pr^ented on bended knee in the attitude of 
deep submission and respect. " Look there,'' said the 
gentleman ; " see how little disposed these peasants are 
to receive your boasted emancipation: depend upon 
it, they- think but little of the matter." " Well, well," 
replied Lafayette ; '4n a f^w years hence we shall see 
which of us is right" Some years afterward the revo- 
lution broke, out ; the rights of the lord of the manor 
were abolished,, and the gentleman was obliged to save 
himself by flight, from the fury of the peasantry. The 
latter continued to respect La&yette, who had always 
treated them as a father, and never as a master. 

I shall now proceed to lay before you, my recollec- 
tions of La&yette's mode of thinking on matters relating 
to society in general : they may be found interesting 
both to the moralist and the philosopher. If, on cer- 
tain points, I have given an incorrect interpretation of 
his ideas or his feelings, the fitult is mine, and I beg 
that you will set me right. You can easily do so, for, 
afier all that I have said of his private life, you may 
have seen that Lafayette was perfectly consistent with 
himself, his opinions and his conduct having constantly 
been based on what was grand, just, and honourable. 
I will frankly admit that, as fair as the application of his 
opinions is concerned, I did not, on every point, share 
those of the man for whose character I profess so much 
admiration. A number of ideas which are noble and 
generous in theory, may be practically inapplicable. 
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Thus it would be absurd to bestow on an old and 
worn out state of society, which seems fidiing into nun 
firom excess of civilization, like firuit in a state of decom* 
position from excess of maturity, the institut)pns which 
are suitable for a young uid new people, like that of 
America, whose civil and political existence commences 
with all the elements of civilization, and may take from 
them what is good, rejecting what is destructive or per- 
nicious. Such proceeding would be as ridiculous, as to 
apply to an old man's case, the rules of medicine or the 
remedies suitable for a child. In my opinion, worn out 
societies must be purified by the suppression of their 
abuses, by the eradication of their vices : they nnist 
thus be regenerated gradually, and, if possible, without 
any violent shock. This will prove the only mode of 
revivifying them, or at least of supporting them, till 
they have attained such a degree of improvement, as 
may enable them to support themselves. A really 
philosophic physician, who is sensible <rf the lofty mis- 
sion which he fills among mankind, and who is wordxy 
of that mission, will not blindly follow the opinions, or 
espouse the passions, of the parties into which society is 
divided. He looks upon man as unconnected with the 
scenes of the great world ; he views him lying on a bed 
of pain, and the greatest sufferer is the being in whom 
he feels most interested. The physical and moral in- 
firmities of the human species, are constantly before his 
eyes, dnitting the splendid palace, he makes hisi way 
to the obscure abode of wretchedness ; and, in plaees 
so different, he still finds 4he sanae man, — ^the sufferings 
creature who implores his assistance, and to whose 
reUef he has devoted his existence. His intimate reb* 
dons with all classes of society, enable him better thaa 
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any other, to observe, to know, to judge, and justly to 
appreciate the human race, the bright side of which is 
not always presented to his view, and which, perhaps, 
he observes too closely ; but though he may lose some 
agreeable illusions, he is at least enabled to see man- 
kind as they are. Calm in the midst of the reyolu- 
tions around him, he has only, to deplore their sad re- 
sults for the vanquished, to soothe the anger or the 
arrc^nce of the vanquishers, to lament the calamities 
which follow int their train, and to remedy them as &r 
as lies in his power. Being a minister df peace and 
union among men who have confided to him their 
dearest interests, their lives, and often their honour, he 
has only to console and assuage their sufferings ; and 
if he can exercise any influence over them, it will be 
exerted to moderate their passions, to bring them back 
to reason, to justice, to a spirit of toleration, to all that 
he deems most advantageous to themselves, and ipost 
conducive to the wel&re of the country. For himself 
his tole ambition is to distinguish himself by his disin- 
terestedness, by his abnegation of sel^ when the popu- 
lations are desolated by epidemic maladies, by his 
devotion and courage in relieving or healing the 
wounded, on the field of battle, by his charity, his 
severity towards the vices, and his indulgence for the 
weakness of mankind. Such, in my opinion, ought to ^ 
be the character, the duties, and the real patriotism of a 
physician. La&yette would have desired to make but 
one great &mily of the whole human race, and to in« 
duce mankind, on moral considerations, to regard and 
treat each other as brothers. These are the sacred 
precepts of the Gospel, so much spoken of, so much 
admired, and so little practised ! He was of opinion. 
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that every man is bom with inalienaUe^rights, siieh «• 
ISb^ny of opinion, the right to defisnd his h<xiour and 
his life, the right of property, the free disposal of his 
person, his industry, and his intellectual fiiculties, tbe 
rig^ of c(Mnnmnicating his thoughts by every possiUe 
means, the right of seeking his own bi^piness, and of 
resisting oppression. He looked upbn men as the chil- 
dren of one common parent, enjoying equal daims to 
the benefits of civiliasation, and bound to submit to com* 
men laws ; but he also thought that all should render 
back to society what they borrow from it, in advantage 
or in security. It was thns, if I mistake not, that 
he understood liberty and equality among men. He 
thought that the distinctions necessary for the mainle* 
nance of social order, should be founded only on gene- 
ral utility. " For my part," wrote he to the bailli de 
PloSn, " as I feel persuaded that the human race was 
created to enjoy freedom, and as I have been born to 
promote the cause of liberty, i neither can nor will 
shrink from the participation which it has been my fate 
to take in the great event. Whenever I have been able, 
and especially in my own country, 1 concurred on prin* 
ciple, in all the enterprises undertaken against an ille- 
gitimate power which it was necessary to destroy, and 
I now declare to you, that, in 1787 and 1788, the re- 
sistance of the privileged classes — of the leaders of the 
sffistocracy — ^had as much of the true character of &c- 
tioo, as any other insurrection that I have since wit- 



Men can n^ver forget that they have been created 
citizens of the worid, whatever may be the country that 
has given them birth: they must, consequently, re- 
member that they owe their services not only to their 
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eonntrymen, bit also to the other nations of the eurth| 
which are but large fitmyies. Deeply sensible of these 
sablime truths, La&yefte preferred his family to him- 
sel^ bis eountry to his ftmUy, and mankind at large to 
his country. In the moral sense of the term, there axe 
90 strangers for us, and man te ererywhere at home. 
From what precedes, it must not be concluded that maQ 
i^ould degenerate into a wimdering animal, roaming 
from country to country, and finding himself at home 
wherever society harbours and feeds him; but it may 
be inferred that every man, who is worthy to form part 
of society, should be received, sheltered, and protected 
by that society, whatever may be the race to which he 
belongs, or the country in which he may hare drawn 
his first breath. Society has burdens which must be 
supported, and evils which, if they cannot be com- 
pletely destroyed, must at least be mitigated. The 
burdens of society are principally the exp^ises of the 
government which it has chosen, to which it is bound 
to submit, of which it must necessarily form part, and 
wliich is charged to maintain its harmony, to represent 
and defend it in the general political system. Among 
the evils of society may be designated beggars, who 
turn it to account in the name of charity, by touching 
the chords which vibrate most easily in good, timorous, 
or superstitious souls ; robbers, and others of nearly the 
same stamp, who turn against society their culpable 
industry, or openly keep up a scandalous trade ; incor* 
porated slu^fards,no matter under what denomination; 
idlers, who are merely consumers, who set an example 
of laziness, who corrupt society by their vices, who are 
a burden to it, if poor, and a still greater burden if rich, 
on account of the evil use which they generally make 
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of their fortune. Among such paia8ite%all the germs 
of corruption are to be met with ; therefore, as sockty 
cannot be delivered from them completely, it must use 
every effort to diminish their number as much as pos- 
sible. 

In the painful circumstances in which he was oft^i 
placed, La&yette never forgot that he was the friend of 
his fellow-creatures, and that he was bound to succour 
and protect them. The following is a letter which| in 
his exile, he wrote to the directory : — 

" Citizen directors — ^Permit a citizen who owed 
his liberation to the government of his country, now to 
avail himself of that obligation, to demand of you an 
act of justice. I am not about to speak of mjrself ; and 
though my heart and my reas<m equally remind me of 
my rights, 1 appreciate the circumstances which keep 
me still at a distance from my country ; but in offering 
up my prayers for her liberty, her glory, and her happi- 
ness, I purpose to speak to you of the few officers who, 
on an occasion, the responsibility of which belongs to 
me alone, thought themselves obliged to accompany 
their general, and were made prisoners by the enemy. 
Their patriotism, which has been tried from the begin- 
ning of the revolution, has been preserved in all its 
ardour and purity, and the republic cannot have more 
fiiithful defenders. Salutation and respect, 

" Lafayette."* 



♦ " The following is the original :— 

"* Permettez qu'an citoyen qai dut sa deliyrance aa gonrernement 
de sa patrie, cherche aojourd'hui a se pr6valoir de ceite obligation 
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£ttK>rtly aftei^liis return to France^ La&yette said to 
his feUoV'CittBttis of tha dapaittnent of the Haata Loiie : 
^ I liBfL pmouaced all picrtmision to my retam under 
die regime fesultiiig from that day, (ISth Fructider,)* to 
which have saeeeeded the advantages, the hopes, and 
ibe engageaioitaof the 18th %umaiie.t I then judged 
it erpedient to pot an e&d'to my proscription; andhaivt 
ing infiirmed the pnm^onai consuls of my arrivsal; and 
efaumed the recall of my comrades in eaii^, the prtnci^ 
pai object of my solicitude, i awaited the erasure of our 
names from the proscribed list, Jn the redrement to 
which I have devoted myseli^ and where, remote from 
pubUc affiurs, and enjoying the r^q)ose of private life, i 
form die mo^ ardent wishes that peace abroad may 
qaeedUy prove the result of the miracles of glory, which 
havo surpassed the prodigies of preceding campaigns, 
and that peace at home may be consolidated on the es* 
sential and invariable basds c^ genuine liberty." 

During hi» last illness, Lafayette was mudi afflicted 



pour rons demander im acte de jnsdce. Oe n'est pas de tnoi que je 
parlerai; et, qaoiqoe mon coeur et ma rai$on me rappeilent 6gale- 
ment mes droits, j'apprccie les circonstances qui m'^loignent encore 
de mon pays: mais en faisant de loin des vcbux poar sa liberie, sa 
gloire et son bonliear, je viens yoos parler da petit nomb^ d'officien 
qui, dans ane occasion dont la responsabilit6 appartient a moi seul, 
se crarent dans Toblig^ation d'accompagner leur general, et furent 
faits prisonniers des ennemis. Lear patriotisme-6prouv6 dSs le com- 
mencement de la revolution s'est conserve dans toute son ardeor 
eomme dans tonte sa parete, et la repabliqae ne peat pas avoir de 
plus iideies defensears. 

" Saint et respect 

" Lafatbttb.'' 

• Year V. (4th September, 1191,) 

t Year VHI. (dth November, 1799.) 
9 
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by the disturbances of the month of Agftil. He dafly 
demanded news of the two woanded individuab who 
were under my medical caie, and warmly congratuk* 
ted me when I was enabled to inform him that they 
were out of danger. One of my patients, M. Chalamel, 
adjutant of the 5th legion of the National Guard, had 
received a ball in the nape of the neck ; the vertebral 
column had been touched, the spinal marrow struck 
with commotion, and the patient affected with paraly- 
sis of all his limbs. After severe Suffering, his recovery 
was more speedy than I had expected. The second pa- 
tient was named HA : he was about six years o! age, 
and was in the arms of his figither when both were struck 
by several balls. The fiither was mortally wounded, 
and the child's right elbow joint was broken by a balL 
The gravity of the s3rmptoms which ensued, compelled 
me to amputate the arm. The unfortunate child is now 
completely cured, and the government has granted both 
to him and to his mother a pension of 1200 francs. 

No man was ever more friendly to public order, 
peace, and tranquillity, than Lafayette; and at the mo- 
ment of a stormy political crisis, he has ever been known 
to follow the straight line which he had traced for him- 
self, whatever might be the danger of observing it. It 
might have been said of him, as Horace said of the 
Wiseman — 

'*Si fractns illabitnr orbis, 
Impayidnm ferient nunflB." 

Be was of opinion, that the tumultuous movements of 
a misguided people served merely to retard their eman- / 
cipation, and to counteract real liberty, whose existence 
is compatible only with order, ^nd under the empire of 
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laws and public morals. ^ Notwithstanding the part 
which I have taken in the revolutions of America and 
Burope," wrote he to the bailli de Plo§n, *' the French 
consider me the defender of public order, and the promo> 
ter of liberty." On the 14th July, 1790, he said to the 
members of the federation — ^ Let ambition have no hold 
on yon ; love the Mends of the people, but reserve your 
blind submission for the laws, and your enthusiasm for 
liberty." '* It is for them (the defenders of true liberty)" 
wrote he to M. d'ArchenhoIz, " that in the sincerity of 
my heart I bequeath to you the consolatory truth, that 
a single service rendered to the cause of humanity can 
afford more gratification, than the assemblage of all its 
enemies, and ev^n the ingratitude of a people, can in- 
flict pain." 

Lafayette, as he himself said, had the instinct of lib- 
erty, which he loved with passion, and which he had 
defended even against the republic, though he desired 
to render himself worthy of freedom even more than 
he longed to enjoy the blessing. He was aware that 
the real and the only liberty which is compatible with 
the interests of the masses, and of individuals, can have 
no enemy more formidable than licentiousness, with 
which some confound or affect to confound it. Liberty, 
in fact, is subordinate to reason, by which it is enlight- 
ened — ^to immutable justice, by which it is supported — 
and to conscience and a regard for the public welfare, 
by which it is directed. The liberty which is friendly 
to order and peace, never inflicts violence on the con- 
science of others, but prevents their actions from being 
at variance with the laws and the welfare of the public, 
I^&yette was also aware, from sad experience, that the 
despotism of anarchy is the worst of all despotisms. 
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He likBwiae knew, that iiBuiy aie desirous of li^^ 
eqpiality in order to bring down tbeir saperiors to their 
own level, and not to elevate their iirferiors. Gan any 
tfiing be more characteristic ttian the loUowing portrait, 
which he sketched ofAe men placed at the head of the 
rev<4ation, after the lOch August, 1792 :— << Men whose 
venality has wearied every party, — men who have ever 
been base enough to kiss alike tbe hand which gives or 
smites, — men whose pretended patriotism is but selfish- 
ness — avowed corrupters of the public morals — ^the au- 
thors of protestations or projects against the republic — 
souls of blood and filth, who have so often sullied that 
republic ! And these are the leaders of a firee nation ! 
May the legislators of that nation restore to it a consti- 
tution and l^al order ! May its generals prove -them- 
selves incorruptible P* — {Letter to M. dPArchenholz,) 

Lafayette was of opinion, that the masses always 
formed a sound judgment on the most important ques- 
tions, and esnpecially on those immediately connected 
with the gen/ral interests of society. He was ambitious 
of securing the approbation of those masses, though he 
knew, by experience, how ephemeral is the most sub- 
stantial popularity, and with what fecility the idol of to- 
day can to-morrow be crushed by the fickle populace. 
At the same time, it may be asserted that to obtain that 
genera] approbation, he never disobeyed the dictates of 
his conscience or of his conviction. After the revolu- 
tion of July, his sanction was sought in fiivour of a 
measure of which he disapproved ; and it was intimated 
to him that if he acted otherwise, he might lose his pop- 
ularity, which at that period was considerable. " I re- 
gard popularity," replied he with dignity, " as a most 
precious treasure; but, like all treasures, its possesscHT 
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nmsl koow how and when to expend it fer tlie pobUe 
gopd.^ This sublime answer was characteristic of fajg 
soul. ' 

La&yette felt pit7 or contempt for such as allowed 
themselves to be oppressed without resistance, and hot* 
ror for their oppressors. But his scorn was unbounded 
for such as basdysold their liberty — ^voluntarily bowed 
beneath the yoke, and purchased by their s^iameless 
servility the privilege of deriving importance finom the 
exercise of petty despc^ism. He observed with truth, 
that such men humble themselves through ambiticoi, as 
misers through covetousness ruin themselves at play. 

La&yette^s relatives were desirous of seeing him en- 
ter the household of the Count de Provence, (afterward 
Louis XVIIl.) For himself he had no such desire, but 
from respect and obedience to his relations he was re* 
luctant to give a direct refusal to their wishes. He 
therefore sought an opportunity of inducing the prince 
himself to decline his services, or, at least, of obliging 
his rdatives to renounce their projects. The opportu- 
nity was soon presented. Having met the count at a 
ball, he recognised hiin at once under his mask, and 
entered into conversation with him, without allowing 
him to suspect that his disguise was known. In a 
smart and lively dialogue, the count displayed his 
memory to much advantage, and La&yette took occa- 
sion to interrupt him with a remark, that "it was un- 
necessary to take so much trouble to prove that memory 
was the wit of fools." Some days afterward bo& met 
at court, and the cdunt having inquired of La&yetle it 
he knew the mask on whom he had been so seven: 
^'Yes," iqfrfied Lafeyetto— "he who wore Aat piatk^ 
now wears a greto coat'* The count, who waa a©» 
9* 
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tually dressed in a coat of that colour, turned his back 
upon La&yette^ and from that moment thought no 
more of attaching him to his person. 

La&yette's generous soul instinctiyely ui^ed him to 
undertake the defence of oppressed minorities. In a 
letter which he wrote to the bailli de Ploen, he said — 
*' The same feeling which formerly led me to espouse 
the cause of the French protestants, has alwa3rs render- 
ed me the perseyering defender of the oppressed faith." 
He considered the Uberty of the press as one of the fun- 
damental bases of all constitutional government. He 
was sensible of the abuse made of that liberty, and 
openly blamed it ; but he thought that, like the violent 
passions of youth, the abuse would, in the end, be mod- 
erated and checked by reason. In his opinion, the es- 
tablishment of a censorship was a remedy worse than 
the evil to which it was applied, as it tended to stifle 
thought. " What opinion," said he one day, " would be 
entertained of the justice, which, through an apprehen- 
sion of insult, should gag the accused party, and pre- 
vent him from making any defence?" In 1799 he 
wrote in one of his letters — " If our devotion to the lib- 
erty of the press encouraged unnecessary abuses, we at 
least took care, as may be seen from the writings of the 
time, that all parties should participate equally in such 
liberty; and happy had we been, could we as com- 
pletely have protected the freedom of religious wor- 
ship !" 

As Lafayette had a high jregard for men who devoted 
themselves to the wel&re of their country, he was con- 
nected with the most distinguished philanthropists of 
the age, who combated for the instruction and enligfat* 
enment of the people, and in defence of their rights 
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against every species of oppression. He said in a letter 
to Masclet, dated 2d Frimaire, year IX.* — ^ I congratu- 
late you on your interview with Lord Holland: the 
manner in which, in 1790, he pronounced the name of 
his uncle Charles, would have sufficed to attach me to 
him ; and since that period, he has amply deserved that 
his own name «hould he pronounced by every friend of 
Uberty with the liveliest interest, and by myself with a 
feeling of the deepest gratitude." In his letters to Mas- 
clet, he often affected to give the name of Jacobite to 
the jacobin faction, with the intention of alluding to the 
Stuarts, whose name he employed to designate tyranny 
of ev^ry description. During his malady, he was one 
of the first to read " Les Paroles (Pun CroyatUy^ by the 
Abb6 de la Mennais. " This work,'* observed be Uy us 
one morning, " is really the apocalypse of izfe. I 
could not have believed the Abb0 de la Mennais a 
greater republican than myself. His book is well writ- 
ten, full of enthusiasm, and calculated to excite a sen- 
sation, and produce some scandal among the believers 
to whom it is addressed," 



* Noirember 23d, 1800. 
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LETTER VI. 



Iir tenniiuitiiig my last letter with La&yette^opiiuoii 
of the woik of the AbM de la MftniMiis, I diould have 
added, that his predictkm as to the fitte of die pamphlet 
is be^ning to be realized, for it may now be said that 
few books have made so mnch noise in the world. It 
has been translated into almost every language, and has 
e v e ryw here m^ with enthosiastic admirers or violent 
opponents. Bat we most return to oar «ibject. 

Lamyette never placed his duty and his interests in 
the same scale. He invariably gave precedence to the 
former, to which his interests or his private affections 
were subordinate. <' So many sta|»dities have been ut- 
tered by party spirit," said he to the bailli de Plote, 
^' that it may not here be out of {dace to assert, that no 
private affection has eveif diverted me from my public 
duty. In the course of three years of power, I encour- 
aged none to speak well of me — ^I prevented none from 
speaking ill ; and to explain my conduct with regard to 
the notabilities of the revolution, it will be suficient to 
verify their writings, speeches, and actions, at the same 
period." 

In 1829, 1 was at the Count de S^gufs, in company 
with my respectable friend, M. de Pouqueville, Madame 
de Malarst, M. de Chastelleux and some other friends. 
The count had just paid his first visit to Charles X. at 
his majesty's invitation, and had presented him with a 
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XOfsf of his << Memoirs.^ On that occasion the king 
said to him — " M. de S€gur, I have read your * Me- 
vnoir^ with the greatest interest. I have been delight- 
ed with the first volume, which so admirably retraces 
all the recollections of your youth, your courteous and 
benevolent feelings, our common gid<hness, your voyage 
to America with General Lafayette. In the second vol- 
ume I ceased to be altogether of your opinion, with 
which, in the third, I wholly disagree. That volume is 
absolutely revolutionary, and therefore we differ. But do 
you know that M. de Lafayette is a perfect character ? 
I know but two men who have always professed the 
same principles — ^myself and Lafayette. He has been 
the defender of liberty, and I — the king of the aristoc- 
racy. I esteem him, and should circumstances ever 
permit me, I shall feel great pleasure in seeing him 
again.'^ During the interview, which lasted nearly two 
hours, the conversation having turned on the events of 
the 6th October, 1789, Charles X. said to M. de Sfigur 
— " Yes, I should feel pleasure in again seeing M. de 
Lafayette : he is not to blame for the occurrences of Oc- 
tober. He addressed himself to the king, and offered to 
save the royal family ; and he would have done as he 
then said, M. de S^gur ; but on account of the deplora- 
ble prejudices entertained against him, his counsels 
and his services were rejected." The king afterward 
entered into a long conversation on the situation of 
France. M. de S6gur was much pleased with the in- 
terview, and Charles X. invited him to xqjeat his visit 
frequently. 

Lafayette was incapable of demanding any thing 
like an undue indulgence, even, for those whom he most 
loved ; aad with regard to acts of injustice committed 
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against the members of his own fiimily, he lamented 
them, but without bitterness. Of this you may judge 
from the following fragment of a letter which he wrote 
to Masclet: — "The fracture with which I have been 
80 long confined, has led to the most absolute retire- 
ment on my part ; of which I cannot give you a better 
idea, than by telling you that I have never laid aside 
the rustic costume which I have adopted at Lagrange ; 
so that, without being on a worse footing with my ac- 
quaintances, it has naturally happened that I no longer 
see them. You will now judge of my credit from the 
following circumstance. George was on the eve of 
being appointed to the rank of captain ; and even the 
emperor, before he went to Italy, had promised his pro- 
motion to Generals Grouchy and Canclaux, and to M . 
de Tracy. Since that period, my son has served as 
volunteer aid-de-camp at the embarcation at Helder, at 
Ulm, at Udine, and in the new war at Prenzlau, at 
Lubeck, at Eylau, where he had the good fortune to 
save his general, at Friedland, where Grouchy com- 
manded the wing of the cavalry which routed the Rus- 
sians, only at the seventh charge.' The promotion 
promised before all these events, and for which several 
applications had been made by the principal ministers 
and general officers, has been constantly refused, so 
that George, although the senior lieutenant of the di- 
vision^ has abandoned all idea of advancement. The 
peace will bring him back to us, as he is a volunteer : 
we expect him immediately." 

In Lafayette's estimation, an aptitude for a military 
career had, like every other description of capability, a 
value proportionate to the grand object in view : Datos 
ne qtiisquam serviat enses. But he avowed that he 
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felt a peculiar vocation for the profession of arms. He 
bad a sinc^^ attachment for the national colours and 
for the tri-cokmied flag — ^ the symbol of emancipation 
and glory," said he, " which Louis XVI. accepted from 
the hands of die nation, which his successor was proud 
to bear, and whose least tide is, that it has floated on 
the walls of every capital, received the homage of every 
potentate, and, for upwards of twenty years, prevailed 
over the most powerful as well as the most insignificant 
flags." 

Lafeyette owed his first services to his country, 
which he adored, and for whose welfere and honour 
he was ever ready to sacrifice himself Had the batde 
of Marengo been lost, he would have offered his ser* 
vices to Bonaparte in defence of the independence of 
France ; and he had even addressed a letter to him on 
this subject, which a confidential friend was instructed 
to deliver conditionally. The battle having been won, 
the letter was not forwarded. Nevertheless, the gen- 
eral-in-chief of the army of Italy was made acquainted 
with the step which La&yette would have taken, had 
he been conquered. He one day spoke of it to the offi- 
cers by whom he was surrounded, and could not avoid 
expressing his admiration of the patriotism of the man 
with whom he differed in opinion, adding—" Which of 
you, gentlemen, could have done better ?" At a later 
period, La&yette voted against the consulship for life ; 
or rather he was desirous of waiting till liberty had 
been founded on a basis worthy of the nation, before 
he voted for a permanent magistracy in fevour of Na- 
poleon. 

In his exile, La&yette's most ardent prayers were for 
the happiness of his country, for the triumph of liberty, 
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fer a letam to the priaciples of order, huiiiBnit7, and 
joetioe, and for the estabfishmem of a goo4 oonslitutkm. 
He ever remained fiuAfiii to hie principles of libertf 
and equfi^ty, and wae the aident friend of erery con- 
stitution which afforded the best security tbt bolh, or 
which could presentr the str(»ige8t check to tibe revoln- 
tionary torrent. Efo called hjjaoselftlie first — the most 
obstinate d^»ider of conventions.*' "When in my 
speechesi" said he to tfie baiUi de Hodn, ^I invited 
Paris to become the metropolis of the free world, mf 
ambition was, that she should become aft honour smd 
an example to the woild ; but our hopes were blighted 
by brigands of all classes, and by pretenders to every 
kind of revolutionary advantage." Its always recol- 
lected with pleasure the services rendered to Fcanoe 
by Ihe Nations^ Guards, and the numerous proc^ of 
devotion which he had received from his companions 
in arms. ^The revolution," wrote he, ^had armed 
France : it was us^nt to t)estow on her an organiza- 
tion, and to that end the observations which I had 
made in America and in several parts of Eurq^ie, w^re 
directed. The National Guard was instituted: this 
was the sole armed force which could maintain inter* 
nal order without fiivouring military despotism, and by 
means of which foreign aggression could be repdled, 
while the ancient governments were reduced to the 
inability of defending themselves against us, unless 
they imitated us, or against their subjects, if they ven- 
tured to follow our example." 

During his last ilhiess, La&yette frequently betrayed 
bis desire that his speedy restoration to health might 
permit him to resume his. labours. He repeatedly 
urged me, with the greatest earnestness, to idlow him 
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to go to the Chamber of Dqmties, and faiticBlarly at 
the period of the discussion of the Wll on the refiigees^ 
of that on the associations, and of that on the indenmity 
due by Fiance to the United States. His condition for« 
bade me to make any concession to him on that pointy 
and it is but justice to declare, that he always submitted 
with the docility of reason, to the advice which I gave 
him in obedi»ee to the dictates of my conscience. His 
thou^t that the bill oa the American treaty, fwesented 
to the Chamber of Deputies by the Duke de Broglie^ for 
whose personal qualities and abilities he felt a high 
esteem, was binding on the honour and the dignity of 
France, and that it was even her interest to discharge 
the claim ; for he was persuaded that the fortunes of 
the public, like that of private individuals, could be 
acquired or preserved only by honourable means ; and 
that governments, like individuals, should never forget 
that, under all circnmstances, good conduct was inva- 
riably the best calculation that could be made. He 
thought that if the American treaty were not con- 
cluded, our commerce would every year sustain losses 
fiir superior to the interest of the capital claimed by the 
United States. Convinced of the goodness of his prin- 
ciples, he adhered to them with singular perseverance 
during his long and glorious career. In the midst of a 
fickle age, the elements of whidi have be^i at different 
periods shaken, and utterly confounded together, this 
immutability gave him a character of antique grandeur 
to which few could pretend* In feet, in ibe sanguinary 
dranuis but too often represented in times of revolntioni 
men show themselves as they are. They pass before 
our eyes as in a magic lantern, display themsdves ill 
open day, permit themselves to be unmasked by tfa^ 
10 
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interest and Aeir pawons, anS idlow the moralist to 
analyze, td Icnow, and to ji»lge them. Thus the atten- 
tive observer may, while still yomig, becmne rich m 
fiicts, in praoticat maxims, and, consequebdy, in ezpe^ 
rience, which then ceases to be for him the science of 
age. 

The most admirable quality in La&yette was, that 
his principles and opinions were so ccmfiumsUe to rea- 
son, morality, and the general good (rf* mankind, that he 
never had occasion to change them. While yoang, he 
thought as though age had slowly matured his judg- 
ment ; and towards the close of his life, he sustained 
his {Nrinciples with all the candour and vigour of fats 
youth. He himself admitted his invariableness in the 
following letter, which be addressed in English to 
Ifasclet : — 

**Cii«Taiii«c, thermidorthe aoth. 

** I have been a long while without a letter from you, 
my dear Masclet. My whole &mily is now collected 
at this place, where my aunt had been for many years 
despairing ever to see us. It has been also for me a 
great satisfiiction to present to her my beloved daaghr 
ter-in-law, Emilie Tracy, now the wife of the happy 
George, and in whom I find every amiable quality my 
heart could wish for. I intend conducting the young 
couple back to Auteuil, towards the middle of fructidor, 
my return there being hastened by the news of the 
intended journey wherein General Fitzpatrick and 
Charles Fox are to meet at Paris. Lord Holland, 
whom I had the pleasure to see before I came here, 
told me. how well he was Toceived by you at Boulogne. 
I need not tell you, my dear Masclet, that the little I 
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can do in your affi»ra has be^ eonstantly attended to. 
Now I see a new constitutionaK^iganization : its merit, 
with respect to puUic liberty, it i^ snpeifluoas in this 
letter to diseuss, the more so as you know my political 
princii^es; and, since psalms have becotn^&shionable 
again, 1 hare a right to say for myself the sicttt^ erat in 
principio eifmna et semp^. But ctmsidering the new 
arr^t du oonsett and senatus consultum in a personal 
point of view, it seems to me there is ^ox opportunity 
for promotion. You may, no douht, be chosen on your 
legislative list of arrondissement. In the tribui^te 
there will be for a long while no vacancy; but the 
nommaticm of many senators cannot fail leaving sev- 
eral prefectures to be disposed of. Should you intend 
to pay a visit to Talleyrand, I will have a great pleas- 
ure to see you ; and in the mean while, I offer my best 
compliments to Mrs. Masclet, and to both of you, tliose 
of the whole family. Most heartily I am, my dear Mas- 
det, for ever, 

" Your sincere and grateful friend, Ju. F." 

Lafeyette never contracted an engagement except 
after mature reflection, but his promise once given was 
never broken. In general his determinations were self- 
dictated, for he allowed himself to be Uttle influenced by 
others. Of this you may judge from the foUowmg pas- 
sage of a letter which he wrote to Masclet shortly after 
quitting OlmuJtz : — 

« Pardon me if, while I laughed at your neat quota- 
tion, I also laughed a little at the expense of your sup- 
position that D— has obtained an empire over my 
thoughts and actions, which no being in the world has 
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efier tdfltienced. I hare Temarked on the stage of pub- 
lie life, that if malevoleiice often attributes prompters to 
the principal actors, warm friendship does the same ; we 
prefer imputing to a third jierson a friend's idea in which 
we do not participate, or which we Uame ; b«t the 
pvesent ease has not even probability in its faroor. 
Besides, yon know that I felt reluctant to employ him 
hr our interests, not on his own account, as I willingly 
accepted his services, but on account of Messrs. * * * 
whom he will never give up. If his kindness has been 
attended with some inconvenience, it is not when he is 
unfortunate that I ought to perceive it. I have now 
only to receive him well, to say aXL the good that I know 
of him, to recollect his zeal fbr me, which, in spite of his 
other connexions I believe to have been sincere, and to 
be of service to him if I can ; but were my nature more 
eanly influenced than it is, rest assured that I should 
never be guided by a friend of the * * * society.'* 

Lafeyette was extremely scrupulous on every point 
relating to probity and honour in public affidrs. " It 
seems to me useful in the infancy of a repuUic," wi^te 
he to Masclet, <* to attach the idea of genuine liberty 
to pure characters. Let us remember, that while the 
French Hercules reposed in the bosom of Danton and 
Robespierre, Larochefeucauld and Lafayette were crush- 
ed in his name. The victrix causa diesj &c. is, you say, 
unpopular and dangerous. It was the same at Rome. 
Cato did not triumph ; the despots and anarchists hated 
none so much as him, and the best and greatest citi- 
zens reproached him with his inflexibility. But their 
complaisance imboldened Cesar and cherished Octa- 
vius, and the shade of Cato armed Brutus, and was in- 
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yoked by all who attacked tyranny or r^retted the le- 
public." 

Lafayette pri2sed good sense aboYe wit, and, in poli- 
tics,. preferred the usefhl said the solid to the tempora- 
rily brilliiint and i^ining. There ne^er was a man 
whose anzi^ for the pubUc good was more exempt 
from every species of personal ambition. He refused to 
accept either Gompensatioa or emolument from the con>- 
mune of Paris, declaring at the same time, that he at- 
tached as little importance to his refusal as to his accept- 
ance. We are informed in the " Memoirs of BauUle^ 
that he declined the several appointments of marshal 
and constable of France, and even the lieutenaittrgene- 
ralship of the kingdom. Under the empire he refused 
a seat in the senate : ^ I had a right," said he in a letter 
to the hailli de Ploen^ '' to anticipate the happiest results 
for liberty, and, consequently, my ambition was satis- 
fied. As soon as the opening of the legislative assem- 
bly, had finally established the new order of things, I 
quitted, as I had always announced my intention of 
doing, the extraordinary situation to which the necessi- 
ties of liberty and the affection of my countrymen had 
raised me. I returned into the country, where I had 
drawn my first breath, at the distance of 120 leagues 
from the capital, in order to enjoy peacefully and in the 
bosom of my family the purity of my recollections and 
the philanthropy of my hopes." No other description 
of ambition than a desire; for the happiness of mankind 
entered into his views. In adopting the principles of 
the revolution, he was exempt both from cupidity and 
the spirit of intrigue. He wished merely to be a good 
citizen and a soldier of liberty, should it be necessary to 
combat in her defence. « It may be thought," wrote be 
10* 
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to Masclet during his elile, "that another mode of life 
might render me, for the moment, more useful ; or that 
no longer having it in my power to be useful, I ought 
to think only of myself I think so little of reserving a 
chance lor myself, that at the very moment when I was 
in opposition to the republican government of my coun- 
try, I took care to cut oflf my retreat towards monarchial 
modifications ; and though I refuse to purchase the lib- 
■erty of returning to Prance by the slightest deviation 
fifom my principles or my feelings, I frankly admit, that 
in a state of exile I cannot be happy. After my public 
career of twenty years in both hemispheres, I can be fit 
only for two things, the one an active, the other a pas- 
sive existence. The latter bears a strong resemblance 
to a state df death, as it consists merely in preserving 
an irreproachable example of the true doctrine of liberty. 
The former must suppose a case, in which republican 
kaders, enjoying some portion of power, and feeling the 
necessity of adding to it the greatest possible portion of 
national confidence, might at length feel desirous of es- 
tablishing the republic on a just and solid basis. To 
such a design I would cordially contribute my contin- 
gent, such as it is, of good principles and good fame, on 
condition of never becoming more than a simple citizen. 
The hope of thus serving liberty and my country 
would be an additional motive to me to preserve undi- 
minished the species of moral power attached to my 
personal character ; and should this hope prove illu- 
sive, as it is the only one which I can call my own, I 
have only to balance the individual advantages of for- 
tune or tranquillity with the advantage which the pub- 
lic may still find in my passive state of existence. - You 
thus see, that independently of my natural and insur- 
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moantable fedings, I ought, as a matter of calculation, 
to permit myself ao indulgence on this point." 

La&yette's soul was tormented by the desire of doing 
goody and p^baps he had not always sufficient patience 
to await the results which time only can produce. He 
was sometimes like a young j^ysician, desirous of hast- 
ening nature or the effect of his remedies, in order that 
his patient might be the sooner restored to health. << Oh, 
sir," wrote he from Magdebourg to M. d'Archenholz, 
speaking to him of the necessity in which he had been 
placed, of exiling himsdf after the 10th August, 1792, 
" how great are my obligations to you for having sym- 
pathiised with the inexpressible pangs of my «oul, ar- 
dent in the cause of humanity, thirsting after glory, ten- 
derly loving my country, my fcunily, my friends, when, 
after sixteen years labour, I was compelled to tear my- 
self from the happiness of combating in defence of the 
principtes and the o{Anions for which alone I had 
lived!" 

Political^ like religious i^inions, when emanating 
from conscience and conviction, are always respecta- 
ble ; but when assumed by the hypocrite or the ambi- 
tious man, merely as a mask to deceive his fellow-men, 
and to render them subservient to his passions or his 
interests, such opinions, how excellent soever the cause 
with which they are connected, cannot save the adopter 
from the scorn of the honest portion of society. La&y- 
ette had a high esteem far many who were frur from 
sharing his political q[>inions, but whose character he 
could justly appreciate.. Thus, for instance, he esteem* 
ed and felt pleasure in seeing M. de Marcellus, whose 
sentiments and way of thinking was everdiametrically 
opposite to his own ; and he felt convinced that M. de 
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Maicellas ^itertained the same leeUngs towards him- 
8ey^ for he was peisoaded that mere opinions ootdd 
neyer suUy the character, or detract fioin the cmsider- 
ation due to those by whom they were conscientiously 
and sinoerdy piofessed. In the present age, every mat- 
ter ought to be known, appreciated, and materialised, — 
even to the Acuity of thought, the soul, and the most 
sublime sentiments that actuate humanity. Neverthe- 
less, at the bottom of every heart there is a voice which 
proclaims that something exists beyond what is known 
— that the sphere of human intelligence is bounded : but 
this voice is stifled by self-bve, or rather by the &lse 
dread of passing for weak ; and many are ashamed of 
feelings and opinions that should form their brightest 
ornament << Independence of thought and the impofh 
ing sentiment of pure deism may rise superior to doc- 
trines of belief^ but it is nevertheless true, that no hu- 
man power can place itself between the divinity and the 
heart of man. The first duty of him who acknow- 
ledges another revelation than that of his conscience, is 
' to observe in peace the form of worship which that con- 
science prescribes ; and to such a man the worst of 
tases is the payment ot contribution lo a form of wor- 
ship which he regards as sacril^." — {Letter of Lm- 
fayette to the baiUi de PloSn.) 

Lafayette's disposition was open to hope, and this he 
admitted in a letter which he addressed to Masclet^ 
dated August 27th, 1828. " I think," said he, « that 
the expedition to Greece has been undertaken with 
conscientioas and liberal views. Prance no longer 
follows in the wake of England, and now occupies a 
place above her in the career of generosity and liberal- 
ity. You see that I am disposed to look at the bright 
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side of the i»cUire, bat my dispontioo, as you know, 
leans to the 8ide.«f hope; and it gives me pleasuie to 
think that we are beginning to quit the beaten track, 
£»: to do so will be fer tiie itrterest of the whole w<Nrkl.'' 

La&yette derived hapfMness tmm anticipation of the 
good which was not always realizttd* In a letter dated 
14th Brumaire, yeur Tin, (6th November, 1799,) be 
wrote as follows to Masdet: — ^^We now, my dear 
friend; perceive the dawn of a better order of things : 
the coalition broken np ; the comidls again entertain- 
ing ideas <^ liberty and justice ; Bonaparte, Moreau, 
Sieyes, and other patriots, unitii^ their efiorts to termi- 
nate the revdution for the benefit of mankind, to obtain 
respect and regard for the repnUic. These events ren- 
der me extremely happy, and I am certain that you 
always think of your absent friend." 

Lafayette was aware that success can often be ob- 
tained by evil means, and he could exj^n those 
means in conversation, though he regarded them as 
dishonourable^ and would never consent to put them 
in practice. He thought that the end could never jus- 
tify the means, when the latter were not based on mo- 
rality and justice.. For this reason he was not a pes- 
simist in revolution, and he was averse to pushing an 
opponent to extremities with a view afterward to 
profit by his &ults, and obtain a mastery over him. 
^ Besides,'' said he to the bailli de Plo&n, ^< although oa 
pointing (o the first tri-coloured cockade, I publicly 
declared that it would make the tour of the globe, my 
wishes for the emancipation of nations were never sul- 
lied by an idea at variance with their independence." 

In the « Memoirs of Count de Monilosier^ will be 
found some conversations between Lafayette and Mira- 
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beau, which aptly characterize bodi. Mirabeau haTin)^ 
recommended Tioleat measures to La&yette for the 
execution of his plans, the latter indignantly ex-, 
claimed — ^'^M. de Mirabeau, it is impossible for an 
honest man to employ such means!" — ^'^An honest 
man !" replied Mirabeau ; << ah, M. de Lafayette, it 
seems you wish to be a Ghrandison Cromwdl; you 
will see to what that amalgamation wUl lead yw." 
Another time La&yette said to Mirabeau that he was 
aware that the latter had laid a plan for his (Lafay- 
ette's) assassination. " What P replied Mirabeau, <' you 
believe such things, and I am still alive ! Good easy 
man ! you wish to play a part iii a revolution !'' 

During the days of October, 1789, Lafayette pro- 
ceeded to Versailles to maintain public order, and de- 
fend the life of the sovereign, which was threatened by 
the fury of the populace* As he crossed the apartments 
of the ch&teau amid the crowd by which they were 
filled, one of the courtiers exclaimed — " There goes 
Cromwell /" « Cromwell !" replied La&yette, turning 
to the courtier — ^''Cromwell would not have entered 
here cdone.^ 

Under every form of government Lafayette was ex- 
posed to what are called coups dPitcU^ which he thought 
contrary to every principle of justice. The following 
are the terms in which he expressed himself in a letter 
addressed by him to Masclet, and dated 26th Frimaire, 
year VI, (16th December, 1797 :)— « Observe, my dear 
friend, that the first newspaper which fell into our 
hands on our release from prison, informed us in a 
summary manner, of a violent and unconstitutional 
aggression against the two chambers of the legislative 
body ; of the transportation, proscription, and expul- 
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sionof oiieluuidiedand«igfaly-eight repreaeiitatiyes of 
the people and two directors^ all without a formal 
accusation and without a trial ; of the exclusion of 
forty*nine departments from the benefits of a legisla- 
ture which continues to make laws binding on them ; 
finally, of the destruction of the liberty of the press, and 
the adoption of arbitrary measures against the journal- 
isls. Be it ebserved, too, that among the persons ben* 
ished and excluded, are Boen whom we lo^e and 
esteem ; and to complete our conviction of the good 
fidth of the triumphant directors, their president offi- 
cially proclaimed that I had betrayed my country. 
Becollect that it was neither through tenderness for 
the Bourbon &mily, nor through devotion to royalty, 
nor through blind ignorance of tlie conduct and inten- 
tions of the aristocracy, that on the 10th August, 1792, 
I sacrificed myself to the doctrines of liberty which I 
have always professed, and to that invariable principle 
of my policy, that every deviation from justice is inju- 
rious to liberty, and that my declaration of rights ad- 
mits of no exception. Judge, then, ipy dear Masclet, 
with what preconceived notions I arrived at Ham- 
bourg. There 1 found some apologies for the events 
of the 18th Fructidor, (4th September, 1797 ;) but the 
greater the ability with which they were written, the 
less was I inclined to become a convert to their doc^ 
trines. It was in &ct to the apologies of the opposing 
party that, contrary to their intention, I was indebted 
for the knowledge of the {invocations, the intrigues, and 
the detestable tone of society which have disquieted 
some excellent citizens for the public welfare, and cer- 
tain directors for lliemselves. But although this event 
became thus explained to me, it was by no means justi- 
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fied. I thought that in writing 10 the present direotcny, 
my silence on the calnninjr penooal to myself would 
be an act of weakness ; my silence respecting the pro- 
scribed indiridiiate who took an intecesi in our fiite, an 
act of ingratitude ; my idenoe on the revolution of 
Fructidor, a tacit iapprobation of.it; and that I^could 
not speak of all that, without fitiling in leqiect to my- 
self by dic^ising my sentiments, or without fathng in 
respect to the directors by availing myself of a kindness 
recdhred at their bands, to act disagreeaUy towuds 
them. You will even admit, that the national and 
express delegation of the powers has been arbitrarily 
disturbed. But I am too much of a patriot and a re- 
publican, and I have too much gratitude, not to have 
felt the necessity of embmcing all that bound me to 
France, of proclaiming my republican principles in 
every quarter, of speakii^ to everybody of my obliga- 
tions to my country, to its government, to my friend ***, 
to the director B***. I also indulged myself in the 
privilege of doing for my proscribed friends all that 
they had a right to expect from me, and more than I 
would have done hs^ they been in power, although 
I must, in any case, have felt that, to many of them, I 
owe friendship, esteem, and gratitude. Such, my dear 
friend, has been the effect of that first instinctive fed* 
ing which I have almost always followed in the course 
of my life ; and of so doing, I have hitherto hardly ever 
had occasion to repent But though my ideas weie 
fixed on the general question with sufficient solidity, 
and without headstrong passion, there are a thousand 
modifications— there are many important ones on whidi 
I was aifxions to benefit, by your information and ad- 
vice. Some details have brougltf the feet to your know- 
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kdgB, tfast I sought as much as possible to obtain botliy 
before I entered into eooversation with you, by caHtnr 
to mind our jSrst interview. You will recoUe6t th«C 
I su&qpended my (pinion on many pointe, and my plan 
of cdodttct on almost all, and that I preferred the incoo- 
venimoes of delay, to the regret of having anticipated! 
your arrival ; I will add, in the sinc^ty of my heart, that 
if my disposition is litde susceptible of being influenced^ 
I at all events know nooe ait this moment, whose coor 
venation could work such an effect upon me with aa 
much certainty as that of my dear Masclet" 

In LafayeUe's opinion, it was lawful to have recourse 
to force only to defend or to vindicate the rij^ts which 
reason and justice were insufficient to maintain, but 
never to overthrow those of others; and it was in this 
point of view that he regarded insurrection as the most 
sacred of duties. He thought that governments should 
ensure the respect due to their own rights by respect- 
ing those of. the people, and that when individuals ful- 
filled their duties towards society, the latter was bound 
to secure them in the peaceable possession of their priv- 
ileges. Lafayette's opinions on this subject were es?- 
pressed in aphorisms in the declaration of the rights of 
man, which he presented to the Constituent Assembly 
on the 1 Ith July, 1789. His impression was, that the me- 
chanism of every government should be as simple, and 
its wheekas few as possible, and especially, that none 
of the latter should be useless. That he considered the 
mode of having a sohd, regular, and cheap government. 
He thought that governments ought to have for their 
sole object the public welfare. He also thought that 
political matters could and ought to be treated with the 
same sincerity as private afhirs ; that cabinet finesse 
11 
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and secret votes ought to be abandoned; in a word, 
that the game of diplomacy should be played £urly, and 
with the cards on the table. 

In many cases, La&yett6*s good sense enaUed him 
to ascertain the causes and to foresee the issue of po- 
litical events. On the subject of political regeneraticm 
he wrote as follows :— " It had been long preceded by 
Ae delirium of a regency immersed in debauchery, and 
by the in&my of the corrupt reign of Louis XV., which 
ended in the vilest degradation. It had been prepared 
by a philosophic improvement in literature : the judy-" 
meiit of Montesquieu, the traits of Voltaire, the thoughts 
of Rousseau, the declamations of Raynal, and many 
other productions held in horror by the court, pro- 
scribed by the clergy, and burnt before the parliament 
by the public executioner, were the delight of all well- 
informed people. The intelligence of the masses had 
been emancipated by the school of Voltaire in spite of 
its aristocratic tendency, and formed by the economist 
school, which was pure, although too absolute. The 
theological school in the quarrel between Jansenism 
and Molinism, had preached resistance ; the American 
school taught the policy (rf the rights of man. Never- 
theless, the ill-fated Louis XVI., with simple tastes and 
upright intentions, allowed abuses to multiply threefold; 
and as he could neither preserve good nor refose bad 
masters, the merit of the former served only to contrast 
more strongly the faults of the latter." 

In the month of May, 1830, an American in Paris, 
Mr. Mason I believe, gave a ball, to which La&yette 
and his family were invited. " We must have some 
chat together," said he to M. Lethi^re and one of his 
friends, who were also there. They crossed the rooms 
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where dancing was kept np, and seated themselves at 
some distance from the noise. There they talked poli« 
tics for some time with the ease and fieedom of three 
persons who have a mutual esteem for each other, and 
who entertain the same opinions. La&yette spoke at 
length of the in&tuation of the Bourbons, and predict- 
ed what has since happened, terminating the conversa*- 
tion with the following words — "What would you 
have ? they have lost their wits, and are three centuries 
in arrear of the age ; Charles X. will get himself exiled, 
and yet, with a litde good sense, he might have been 
as happy as a mouse in a pie." 

La&yeUe might have been quoted both as a type of 
a perfectly civilized being, and as a proof that civiliza- 
tion improves instead of deteriorating man, when he 
can avoid its vices, and with a firm step follow the path 
traced for him by virtue. He was far from sharing the 
opinion of certain writers, who maintain that instruc- 
tion is more calculated to corrupt than to purify the 
manners of a nation, and to contribute to its misery ra- 
ther than to its happiness. For this reason, he was al-| 
ways a warm advocate for the sjrstem of primary in- 
struction. He was above all desirous, that more pains 
should have been taken with the moral and political ed- 
ucation of the people, in order that men might have 
become well-informed and good citizens. He thought | 
that the grand social guarantee, and the only one th at j 
in a constitutional government could prevent one pow- • 
er fro m encroaching upon another, was the guarantee 
of intelli gence. He thought that every member of a 
well-constituted society should receive an education that ' 
might point out to him the path which he ought to pur- ; 
sue between his duties and his rights, and that such an ; 
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^edueaiioQ would proTo much more effectual for the pre- 
vention, than the law was for the represmoti of disorder. 
He was very unhappy when he learned, daring his ill- 
ness, that the law against associations had heen adopt- 
ed hy the Chamber of Deputies, and above all, he pitied 
ihe working classes, whom that measure deprived of the 

: instruction which would otherwise have improved their 

.condition. 

He thought that useful acquirements should be the 
special objects of study. He subscribed to many ana- 
tomical works, sometimes had the plates explained to 
him, and testified much regret at not having studied 
that science, " the first elements of wiiich," as he said, 
<< should form part of a good education." He admitted 
tiiat he would have derived more benefit from it than, 
fi>r instance, from the science of heraldry, which he had 
been obliged to ieam ; and he expressed his astonish- 
ment, that in our colleges young people were forced to 
study the course of such and such rivers in India or 
Mexico, while no pains were taken to teach th^^n to 
know thems^ves, by imparting to them some notions of 
their own organization, and the exercise of their func- 
tions. He even urged me one day, to publish an ele- 
mentary work on anatomy and physiology, for the use 
of schools. 

Labour was, in Lafayette's opinion, the first duty of 
man living in society — a social state. By our labour 
<»ily can we discharge our debt to society, by first re- 
paying what we have borrowed, till we could sufiSice 
for ourselves, and afterward what it continues to sup- 
ply us with for the rest of our existence. Every man 
ought to employ his fetculties, his bodily strength or 
mental power, bis science or his industry, for the weU 
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&re, convenience, or pleasure of society, which has 
need of pleasure and amusement as a relief from la- 
bour. Amusements are, in feet, necessary for the pres- 
ervation of health ; but they ought to be puJre, in ord« 
not to corrupt it, and employed only as a relaxation, and 
not to inspire a disg^ust for labour. It is in this point of 
view, that we should look upon the utility of those who 
are exclusively occupied in procuring honest pleasures 
and amusements for society. The most useful, and 
consequently the most estimable individuals, are those 
who borrow the least from, and furnish the most to, 
society. Labour alone produces a genuine progress in 
civilization. Man, when he can, ought to labour, not' 
only for himself and his contemporaries, but also for 
future generations : he should transmit to them in an 
improved state the inheritance received by him from 
the generations to which he succeeds — an inheritance 
in which he has merely a Ufe-interest. Where should 
we now be, if former ages had carried every thing away 
with them? Have we no gratitude and admiration for 
the memory of those whose labours have meliorated our 
existence ? Why should succeeding geQerations have 
no claim upon our attention ? Does not a father think 
of his children's prospects? Why should the laborious 
individual, the genuine phUanthropist, who looks 
yond -this brief existence, deprive himself of the 
sure of reflecting, that one day his feliow-Ksreatures 
bless his memory while profiting by his labours, 
admiring the works of his genius? 

A good education (physical, moral, and intellectual) 
was, in Lafayette's opinion, the best inheritance that 
parents could transmit to their children ; and he con- 
sidered it their duty to make every sacrifice to ensure 
IV 
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tcr tbei/' ofispTing this imperishable advant£^, which 
wa\d not but fructify with time for their happinessr and 
that of others. Society i^ould act in the same manner 
With regarit to each- of its members : instruction would 
lender ihetti better, by developing in them the love of 
ntudy and of labour, by giving a proper direction to 
their tntelligence, land by preventing it from inclining 
towards evil. In his bitter complaints against man- 
kiod, the old vi^bond of Beranger might well.say — 

Comme naiosecte llui pour noiffe, 
Btommes, que ne m'ecrasiez-voasi 
Ah ! pluiot vous deviez rn'mstniire 
A travailler aa bien de tons. 
Mis k V$hn dtn vent c^itraife, 
Le yer fi^fc devena foanni, 
Je 70US aarais ch6ris en frdre; 
Yieux vagabond, je meurs Totre ennemi I 

Lafiiyette had a particular esteem for laborious peo- 
ple of all professions. He admitted the wisdom of cer- 
tain emperors of China, who every year publicly set an 
example of labour, by themselves guiding the plough, 
and opening the bosom of the earth, to do honour to 
agriculture, and make known to their people the source* 
of wealth and happiness. He thought that labour could 
never be too much Esteemed and encouraged. When I 
informed him of the death of his surgeon-dentist, M. 
Lemaire, whom I had attended, he expressed much 
sorrow at his loss, and added — " He was a most skilful 
man, whom I regret more for his good qualities, than 
for the services which he rendered me : for his talent 
he was indebted only to himself, to his labour, and his 
perseverance: he was one of those men who form 
themselves.'* 
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I cannot terminate this letter, my dear sir, without 
thankmg you £)r your attention in communicating to 
me the &ct related by Major Neville, with regard to the 
liberality of La&yette. towards his iainily. you have 
correctly judged, that you would do me a pleasure in 
acquainting me with an action worthy, as you express 
it, of adding to the pride which Prance must feel at 
having given birtii to such a man. You also give me 
a new proof of your feelings, and of those of your fel- 
low-citizens, for La&yette, when you say— •'Do fou 
think it possiUe that we Americans can ever suffi- 
ciently bless the name of cmr bene&ctor T A nation j 
which feels thus, was worthy to be adopted by him as 
a second country.* 



* In a ealogiam which Major Neville pronounced on Lafayette, 
at the reqaest of his fellow-citizens of Cincinnati, the principal town 
of the state of Ohio, he relates the foUowing^ fact: — On the occasion 
of his last visit to America, General Laikyette having learned that 
the family of his old aid-de-camp, Colonel Neville, was in difficul- 
ties, before he embarked for France drew a bill of exchange in their 
favour, on the President of the United States, for the sum of four 
thousand dollars, (twenty thousand fhiacs,) and addressed it to the 
children of M. Neville. It may be easily conceived that the latter 
declined making use of it, but they keep it as a precious document, 
which does equal honour to the memory of their father, and to the 
noble generosity of Lafayette. ' 
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LBTTBR VII. 

Pariib October S, 1834. 

Lafayette was of opinioa that man should be at 
liberty to embrace the career that might suit him, but 
that it was especially the duty of parents to^ know and 
study th* natutal dispositions of their children, to make 
them take different directions according to their ca- 
pacity or their predominating fiiculties. He did not 
wish that men, as in China, should be obliged to follow 
the profession of their &ther ; and he thought that pri- 
mary instruction should enable young people to choose 
the situation for which they felt the greatest aptitude. 
He was well aware that the most distinguished men 
bad often formed themselves, and that genius enables 
man to quit the sphere in which he has been placed, 
when it proves too narrow for him. But he placed no 
reliance on those exceptional cases, and he conse- 
quently wished that the first germs of intelligence 
should be cultivated early and equally among men, in 
order that no untoward circumstance might wither or 
corrupt them. The earth is seldom unproductive, ac- 
cept fer the bad labourer. 

Nevertheless, when parents have a blind tenderness 
for their children, they deceive themselves as to their 
capacity, entertain a misplaced ambition for them, and 
wish to see them reach a more elevated position than 
their own ; they force them to rhyme invitA Minervd, 
and hence so many instances of mediocrity. Happy 
the children who, in obedience to their natural indina- 
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tions, chaoge their profession themselves, and in that 
manner rectify the ezcuaaUe error of their parents I 

You will read, I think, not without interest the fid- 
lowing passage of a letter from La&yette to Masclet, 
with reference to the nalitarjr career of his sod : — 

^ Talleyrand and you imagine, that had Geoi^been 
in the army, the directors in replying to Brune would 
have made a formal exception in my favour : — not more 
so, perhaps, than the conyention made in fiivoar of the 
&ther of Moreau, on the day when the latter took the 
fi)rt of I'Ecluse. But even supposing that the uniform 
worn by all the young aristocrats who seek to connect 
themselves with the repnbhc would have produced 
so much effect upon the government, you will observe 
that my son could not have returned in time to follow 
Bonaparte, unless I had made excessive haste to send 
him to him ; and when my deliverer was apprehensive of 
compromising himsdf by replying to my letters, when 
he was himself threatened, it is said, with an act of ac- 
cusation, it would have been imprudent to send to him 
the son of a man to whose treasmis the directory and 
the president of the council of five hundred had recently 
directed pubhc attention. Since that period you have 
not regretted the wars of Switzerland for him : had he 
been attached to Championnet, he would probably have 
been associated in a criminal trial ; had he served with 
Jottbert he would have been disgraced, and would, per- 
haps, have participated in the extreme disgust which 
that general cannot refrain from expressing ; whereas, 
at present, he is free and full of ardour, and we may 
examine the question of his entrance into the service, 
which has become much more tempting, to use his own 
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expression, since we have undergone reverses. The 
fact is, that George, who is a republican patriot-— and I 
have met with few such in my Ufetime — ^has, besides a 
passion for the military profession, for which I think 
him adapted, as he possesses a sound and calm judg- 
ment, a pert perception, a local memory, and wiU be 
equally bdoved by his superiors, his comrades, and his 
subordinates. I love him with too much tenderness 
to make any distinction between his desire and mine ; 
and I am too great an enemy to opposition of every 
description, to place a restraint on the wishes of a be- 
loved son nearly twenty years of age. I could joy- 
fully see him covered with honourable scars, but be- 
yond that supposition I have not the courafi[e to con- 
template existence. But other objections present them- 
selves to my mind : I do not call them insurmountable, 
£>r I admit that the opposite opinion is plausible, and 
it is only because it appears indispensable to you that 
I endeavour to reduce it to its just value. Let us, in 
the first place, lay aside your comparison with my 
journey into my America, whither I proceeded to op- 
pose the despotism of a government which had viola- 
ted less natural and social rights from the foundation 
of the colonies to the declaration of independence, than 
the directory daily violates among those who have been 
subjugated to its power. We must not be led away by 
the flattering sounds of r^ublics and liberty. Algiers, 
Venice, and Rome under Tiberius, have caused the 
first name to be heard ; and as for the second, do you 
think that the young patricians who demanded of Sylla 
the honour to introduce Roman liberty into Asia, had 
more energy than he who said to his governor — ' Why 
is not this man killed, who disposes of the life and prop- 
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OTty of his fellow-citizens ? The reason is, that no- 
body ventures upon the deed. In that case, give me 
a sword, and I will kill him.' That individiud, as yon 
know, was Cato. 

^<It is no doubt gratifying to serve an nngratefiil 
country either in one's own person, or in that of a son ; 
but in this instance, there is hardly ingratitude, since 
benevolence re-appears with liberty ; it is a proscription 
by the oppressive factioo of the country, which is at 
present prc^nged by an arbitrary government till the 
return of liberty ; and, for the constant enemy of despot- 
ism, it is not indispensable to serve the despotic pen- 
tarchy of France. There are also particular inconve- 
niences in my son's ease. You know that in organized 
countries, in England for instance, activity of service 
seems to imply the approbation of the governing party ; 
but without admitting that difficulty, imagine George at 
the table of a leader, drinking, in three months, to the 
fortunate day of the 10th August, which was the signal 
for the assassination of our friends, or ordering one of 
my accomplices to be shot. 

« If at least some return to liberal ideas became man- 
ifest — ^if I could perceive the avant coureurs of a na- 
tional and legal government, the inexpressible desire 
which I feel for such a blessing would induce me to 
welcome with avidity the least drop of liberty that might 
fell from heaven. I cordially detest the ancient pow- 
ers ; I ardently wish that the new doctrine may be es- 
tablished on a firm basis : this coalition is composed of 
very implacable enemies. I entertain no personal hos- 
tility towards the ruling powers ; I have even obligations 
to some of them ; and the persecution which I have suf- 
fered is too honourable to xm for its avowed motives to 
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suffer me to be shocked at it You know that I love 
my country, and that its wel&re, from what quaiter so* 
ever it might originate, would give oie tfie h^[hest grat- 
ification. Consequently, no bitterness can enter into 
the Bewnkyot my objections, which I would instantly 
waive, were liberty, or even the dawn of liberty, again 
perceptifaie in France; but I lutve felt desirous of ex* 
plaining to you, my dear friend, what has Iritherto f^e- 
vented «e from giving way to the natural ardour of my 
son, and what has struck himseli^ in hearing my re^ 
marks on the subject I, at the same time, admit, that 
the opposite opinion, even under existing ctrcumstances, 
has consideraUe weight France, wheth^ free or not, 
is still our country, and there are more germs of liberty 
in her democratic organization, than could enter info 
the counter-rerohition. Her adversaries are the deci- 
ded enemies of our purest principles, and have taken 
up arms only to accomplish her utter destruction. If 
it appears unsuitable^ that when Europe is divided into 
two bands, a young man of 19 years of age should be 
found in neither, it is evident, that the place of a patriot 
— of my son — can be only under our national stan- 
dards. The late reverses have imparted a more defen* 
srve character to our war, and a leader incapable of 
acts of pillage, has just been appointed to the army of 
Italy ; in a word, if it be permitted, or let us even say, 
if it be a duty to hesitate, there are many reasons at this 
moment for the adoption of your advice." 

The following is another letter which, at a later 
period, Lafayette addressed, in English, to the same 
friend, to inform him of his s(»i's approadung depart- 
ure for the army of Italy. 
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, ^'Iheaitily thank you, my deur Masclet, for yoor 
coBgralftilatkiQS oa tbs wiahed-for appointmeat The 
now-inade officer is hasteniag to the &Mj and hopes to 
unbrace you to-ntorow, before his and your departure. 
Sore itis, the sMmdard of the rights of men is not cm 
the nde against which he is going to fight May they 
be in France the reward of victory ! 

'^ I am very sortyt my dear. friend, not to have the 
{deasure to receive you once more at Lagrange. I 
hope we shall keep up an exact oHrrespcmdence. The 
municipal agent at/Passy will no doubt take a per&foi^al 
leave of you: he has done very well to accept the place: 
with greater pleasure, I think, he would have accepted 
had it been elective, and I cannot conceive why such 
nominations have not been left to the peofde. 

" With sanguine expectations, I am waiting for news 
fifom Italy. Bonaparte will conquer. Our situation in 
Germany is glorious indeed: a brilliant campaign and 
an honourable peace are, I think, to be depended upon. 
Adieu, my dear Masclet Present my affectionate re- 
spects to Mrs. Masclet: my &mily and pur friend 
Madam Stael join in tender compliments, to her and to 
you. My best wishes attend you, my excellent friend } 
and I am for ever yours, L* F. 

" Do not forget what we have said respecting your 
select speeches." 

La&yette considered play as not only &tal to the in- 
terests and to the morals of society, by turning man 
aside from his labour and exciting his unruly passions, 
but as an occupation blameable in itself. He who en- 
riches himself at play, avails himself of a culpable in- 
12 
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dasCry, or of the fiivours 6f fortane, to transfer the 
property of others fyom their pockets to his opm, lie 
money which he thns obtains is not legitimately »e^ 
quired^ — ^it satisfies his cupidity rather than his con- 
science, atnd, thetefore, the gamester seldom SQts a high 
value on it^, he regards itmerely as a means of sustain- 
ing and feeding the passion by which he is devoured, 
and of abandoning himself without reserve to the im- 
pulse of his monomania. Those who ruin themselves 
at {day — and they form die majority of gamesters — 
have scarcely a claim on the sympathy of Others. With 
them, <^anty hesitates and acts on the reserve, even 
when they sue for relief for their most pressing neces- 
sities. For similar reasons, Lafayette considered the 
lottery the most immoral tax that could be imposed on 
a people, and gamesters in that way the most extrava- 
gant of speculators. The government holding the 
bank, loses upon some stakes, but gains upon nearly 
all, and canftot ultimately lose. The government, in 
short, plays a sure game, and is enriched, while tlie spec- 
ulators are deceived by the temptation oTa gain, the 
chances of which are against them, and which, when 
realized, is soon again ingulfed in the abyss, wbaice 
it had escaped but for an instant. A number of individ- 
uals hang themselves or die in the worldiouse, in con- 
sequence of having dreamt of lucky numbers. 

Lafayette does appear to me to have been extremely 
just on the subject of self-love, considered as an exag- 
gerated -opinion which men in general entertain of their 
personal qualities. Self-love, which is in taost cases a 
symptom of mediocrity, was, in his opinion, one of the 
greatest bbstadtes to human perfectibility. None, in 
fiict, can become better, only by feeling aware of his in- 
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trinsic valoe, by comparing it with wbat it might be, 
and by invariably finding it £u: removed from the per- 
fections which he may concave, but never attain. The 
modest man, whatever may be his merit or his talentSi 
always finds room to increase, to im[Nrove, and to devel- 
op them. He approaches nearer to perfection by daily 
substracting something from his defects and adding to 
his good qualities. As he always finds room fer self-im- 
provement, he has no motive for self-love, even when 
his reason forces upon him the perception of his supe- 
riority to others. Few men are free from self-love, pride, 
or vanity, because they constitute themselves judges in 
their own cause, are blind to their defects, smd either do 
not know or are not sincere with themselves. Men of 
merit, when affected with self-love, have it generally for 
their weak side ; they instinctively become the apolo- 
gists for what nobody praises in them, and their blind 
tencbmess for their own weaknesses, resemUes that felt 
by parents for their debilitated or deformed ofispring. 
Innate and unreflecting self-love generally makes people 
of mediocrity fools : being with people of sense a calcu- 
lated feeling as fer as regards others, it is in them mere- 
ly a blameable and ridiculous degree of charlatanism. 

As flattery always advances fester than sincerity on 
the road to fevour, men have recourse to the former 
rather than to the latter to turn to account the vanity 
of others. Flattery, therefore, enters aa an essential 
ingredient into the industry of the knavidi. Yanity 
often makes people forget, that every flatterer lives at 
the expense of the person who listens to him. When a 
man pays you a compliment, ask yourself first if that 
compliment be merited. Should yourdeem it so, exam- 
ine the man who pays i\ to you, If he be a fool, he re* 
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peats what he has heard others say ; or if he express his 
personal opinion, you ought to attach no importance to 
it, and you would perhaps be a greater fool than he to 
Aink more highly of yourself on that account. If the 
complimenter be a man of sense, you have reason to 
suspect that he stands in need of you, and seeks to take 
advantage of your weakness. Unmerited compliments 
are, on the part of him who pays them, the result of de- 
ceit or irony. In the latter case, they are o^nsive: 
nevertheless, he who addresses them to you generally 
expects some service in return for the false coin which 
he gives you, and which your vanity prevents you from 
recc^nising. The man of ^ncerity, who really esteems 
you, proves his regard for you, not by empty compli- 
ments, but by kind actions, and by devotion to your itk- 
(erests if necessary. 

Man, independently of other characteristics, distin* 
guishes himself among animals by his 8elf4ove, which 
seems connected with his instinct of preservation, and 
necessarily renders him an egotist. In most cases he 
is self-deceived by thinking himself superior to others, 
sometimes for his strength or beauty, his birth or his 
intelligence, his virtues or his fortune ; — sometimes for 
the country in which he drew his first breath — ^for the 
colour of his skin — ^for his profession — and not unfre- 
quently for his very perversity ! From this selfish feel- 
ing of pretended superiority, have arisen the different 
species of aristocracy in the most extensive significatioa 
of the term, considered without an exclusive reference 
to the privileged classes of society. Lafayette's ideas 
with regard to aristocratic prejudices of every descrip- 
tion, were fixed and deternuned, and I shall now pujt 
together what I can recollect of bis conversations, in or- 
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der to present 700 wilti sdme geneisl ooaButeatioiis on 
this subject. 

Arisiocnttic feelings exist naiarally in the human 
hearty wad aie early ^b4 instinctiTely developed widi 
8d£love, of whidi they are merdy the result. From 
the moment that children are thrown together in a 
eoll^e, which may be termed an infimt state of society, 
aristocratic ideas are observable among them, accord- 
ing as their respective parents are moie or less rich or 
respectable, or as themselves are more or less advanced 
in education, or in some particular branch of study. 
T!im esprU de dasse^ wfaidi may Bhk> be remarked be-, 
tween different classes, with reference to each other,-is, 
at a iat^ period, refrfaoed in the world, by the spirit 
that reigns among professiot^^ corporaticms, &c., m 
the present state of society. The numerous classes of 
aristocrades enjoy, more or less, consideration and 
power, and dispute preeminence with each odier. We 
must examine if their pretensions are well founded. 

The aristocracy, or superiority of physical strength — 
tiiatof savage people, among wlK>m9 he who enjoys the 
greatest share of vigour, is entitled to most esteem—^ 
seems the most natural, and, in some cases, perhaps, 
the . best in reality. - In the present state of society, 
however,' it pJays but a miserable part, being the des- 
tination, of brutes. As it generally falls to the lot of the 
heroes of the market, and to those modem Alcides, who 
display the superiority of their muscukr stlrength on 
the stage, for the amusement of the public, it is really 
useful only to raise heavy weights, and it becomes 
honourable only when employed to protect right, to 
defend the feeble against the attacks of the strong, or to 
save the life of a man in danger. 
12* 
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The mperior mind of La&yette treated wHb floreieiga 
eoDtempt titles of nobility— futile distinctione, wbieh 
men have established bi^wcen each other, and to which, 
some who possess theib,stiU attach co|i8idenLble¥al»e and 
importance. In his o|Hnion, titles of nobility Were looet 
frequently but the inheritance of vanity. The armB| 
downsj crosses, &ntastic animals, or grotesque emUems^ 
which formed the armorial bearings of the.aobility, some- 
times recalled lofiy virtues, great talents, or splendid 
achievements ; but they too often served as evidencee 
of acts of oppression, erudty, at baseness, in fiimilies, or 
.as a veil to cover the d^ecta m the nuUity of those by 
whom they were adq[>ted. The {Hride of the old feudal 
aristocracy generally hardened the hearts of those poe* 
sessed by it, by. persuading them that the rest of man- 
kind belonged to an kiferior species, and were un* 
worthy of their good feeUngs of their- gratitude for 
services received from them, and that they mighty with* 
out the least scruple of conscience, treat their dogs or 
their horses better than their servants. 

La&yette was well aware that, when titles of nobility 
were abolished, it could no longer be said, for instance — 
'' Pet« was made a baron, on such a day, because he 
ot his grandfather performed a splendid action ;" but 
he knew that it could always be said that, <m such a 
diay, Peter, or his ancestor, had achieved such or sudi 
^ splendid action. The title of baron, or any other, 
was but an echo which incessantly wearied people by 
repeating that Peter had performed such or such a 
brilliant action ; the result was merely ennui for the 
hearers, and vanity in the case of Peter himself. Happy 
are the nobles whose titles are not like the echoes of 
the barber of Midas! 
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Pioad of harii^ lost hn feudal ncMlity, Le^iy^tte 
kKdced upon the iaad of liberty as affording to 0iaidcmd 
9Lf«mniae of a ricb^ harvest of poUic yirtoe, tfian the 
barren fiekb of saUe gold or aaire^ so long moistened 
with the tears and the blood of nations. He recognised 
no other noMity than that of the feelings of the soul ; 
he admitted no other dtstinetions among men, than 
those acquired by them from theirTirtues, their talents, 
0t their services to their fellow-men. But though be 
leec^ised no hereditary nobility, he did not on that 
aooount' desire that a man should deny his fether's 
name:* he merely thought, <^that it was useless to G(»r- 
loborate by law the kindly feelings entertained towards^ 
the destoendant of a celebrated man." In his opkiion, 
the splendour of a great name imposed on those who in- 
herited it, an obligation to support it wortibily, widiout 
deriving advantage from it, and never to forget that 
noUlity rmiders certain duties imperative. It is a bur- 
den, frequently too heavy for the shoulders of those 
who bear it, and might crush them, especially wh^i 
they hxve not the good sense to allow others to fo^et 
ftat they carry the load. What would be, to a son, the 
mhentance of a fether's titles, had nature disinherited 
lam of his fether's virtues? It would be as though 
he had received the sword of battle without an arm to 
widd it 

^ The Gospel ai^am /" wrote Lafeyette to the bailli 
de Plodn: ^is it a greater leveller tfia(iour laws? it 



• ** As children ought not to bear the sins of their fathers, thqr 
ought not, on the other hand, to profit by their merit."— Louis XI,, 
(trial of the Duke d'Alen9on.)— CttrwiM Archives of the HisUny of 
France, puUisked hy Msssr'- Cimber and Danfoce. 
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canes the dialfaicdoas of wealth; its prinHdvepraedoe 
is fitvoundtrfe to a oommiuiitf o( propatfz and after 
Jesus had beea iomiolaled to the Tengeanoe of priests 
and princeS) the associations of his diseifries were re- 
garded as a propaganda hostile to all soeisi inequalities. 
Oar principle of equaUtjr limited itself to proscribiog, 
among the citizens in the political order, and in die 
use of their personal fiiculidesy all priril^ies and hered- 
itary impediments, so that a man's mere birth could 
not stanq» his ezistenoe with a legal prerogadve or with 
incapacity. Afterward that princ^e refused to reo^- 
nise the rights of the nobility, to any portion of the ter- 
ritory, at the expense of neighbouring pioperdes." 

^ In every place," said he, in the same letter, ^ where 
no inivileges can be ^ijoyed, either from die tide of an 
estate, or from ezempdons from .puUic hurdens, cr from 
preferences of adnnsmn, or from political rights, the 
existence of a nobility is impossible. Oonseqoendy, 
every qualificadon which, according to die ancient 
jnrispmdence of France and that of Europe, charac- 
terizes those privileges, became, with us, inadmissible ; 
and at the risk of secang our females, indignant at 
having conceived a mere citizen, proceed to the frontier 
to give birth to a count or baron, we enacted a most 
reasonable law, prohibiting, in our country, distinctive 
signs, the usurpation of which would be tolerated 
neither in Germany nor in England." 

In 1819, in.fi speech which he delivered in the Cham- 
ber of Deputies, Lafayette, speaking of the abolition of 
privileges by the Constituent Assembly, expressed him- 
self in the following terms : " At that period was conse- 
crated the principle of constUutimal equality^ which 
simply refers to principles of general utUUy the dis- 
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tinctions established by law. The merobers of the priv- 
ileged caste lost the right of inflicting exclusion and 
contempt upon the rest of their fellow-citizens. No 
Frenchman was ineligible to employments, because he 
was not noble ; or dishonoured, if noble, for having ex- 
ercised a usefiil profession; — ^the fetal prejudices once 
entertained on that score, prevented a number of femi- 
lies from contributing to the public welfere at the very 
period when their means of adding to it were increased.'* 
The aristocracy of money, that of the rich man, is 
one of the most powerful, and one of those which in 
general excite the strongest desire to form part of it 
To become wealthy, and consequently to possess the 
power and the means of satisfying one's tastes and pas- 
sions is, to many, the object of existence. Neverthelessi 
the aristocracy of money can have something noble in 
it, when, like the horn of plenty, it bestows its treasures 
on men whom it relieves, on commerce which it am^ 
mates, or on the earth which it fertilizes; but what is it 
in itself? It frequently requires little intelligence to 
amass much money, supposing it legitimately acquired, 
but great quantities are required to make a prudent use 
of weahh, and to circulate it freely without extrava- 
gance* The prodigal sow their treasure in the bed of 
a torrent, without honour to Uiemselves, and without 
advantage to their country. On the other hand, the 
avaricious capitalist impoverishes his country by hoard- 
ing wealth, and by stopping the circulation of the vivi- 
fying metal. Like a strong box, he possesses a value 
only when fall, and is of use only when it fian be emp- 
tied. Avarice is the rust of the soul ! notliing grand 
or generous can germ or develop itself in the miser's 
withered heart! 
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The pride arising from the posa own on of weallb is 
always ridiculous: it can make a £30! <^ an. estimable 
man in other respects* by causing him to forget or to 
conceal bis origin, which so other person forgets, and 
which malice delights in retracing ; by urging him to 
make an ostentatious display of the weaknesses which 
be ought to conceal ; and especially by Ming him with 
absurd pretensions, to. the oUier 'descriptions. of aristoc- 
racy. 

The aristocracy of intelligence undoubtedly reflects 
the highest credit on the men who confer honour on 
their country, or contribute to the wel&re of mankind 
by their labours in literature, science, or the arts ; but 
in what estimation wonM a litierary man, an artist or a 
man of science be held, were his character found un* 
worthy of his talent or of his intellectual superiority. 

Is the aristocracy of academic bodies and of scientific 
or literary societies well founded? — No. What in feet 
are all academies ? Assemblages of men more or less 
celebrated, having a special organization, instituted for 
the promotion of literature, the sciences, or the arts ; 
and the glory and the utility of many of which are un- 
doubted. Of what elements are they composed ? Of 
members ; a few of them men of superior talents or 
genius, — ^modest, sparing of words, a credit to the acade- 
mies ; and individuals of whom the academies have 
reason to be proud. The others, who generally form a 
large majority, are of less acknowledged merit ; prolix 
in their speeches, men who borrow their lustre from the 
academies of which they are members, for their seats 
in which, they are frequently indebted to intrigue rather 
than to talent. Besides, the day of academies is passing 
away. Brilliant and splendid in the dark ages of igno* 
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ranoe — the centre of the intelligence which enH^btened 
the world ; tlieir histie has turned pale in {Hfoportioa as 
education tms been more doused, and as new light has 
dawned upon all ranks of society. Religious commu- 
nities, the retreats in which ao many men of austeie 
morals have buried themsdyes through love of rdi§^on, 
or zeal for literatore and science, may be placed in the 
same class. But although their existence is no longer 
necessary, we owe them equal gratitude for the pious 
and learned men who have preserved, enriched, and 
transmitted to us the sacred treasures of science. 

It has latterly been often repeated, that good mao- 
ners, the best sentiments, and in short, the virtues, ha^e 
in some sort taken refuge among the middle classes of 
society. Those classes have interpreted too literally a. 
maxim, which nevertheless conjliins some truth, and 
thence has arisen a cwic arisU>cracy^ which i^ the most 
recent, the most numerous, and perhaps the sickHest^ 
but not the least arrogant, of all. 

The different professions in states, form corporations 
which have each their aristocracy. Thus, according 
to different ages and countries, the religious aristocracy, 
that of the ministers of different religions, enjoys a va- 
riable degree of credit and influence. In consequence 
of the spiritual task confided to them, if these minis- 
ters abuse tibieir mission, and occupy themselves with 
temporal interests, they lose in consideration what they 
gain in wealth. Fanaticism, in all religions, engenders 
contempt or horror for other modes of worship. Each 
sect believes itself in the right way, and thinks that 
others are in error ; and hatred is often more bitter be- 
tween the dissenters from the same religion, than be- 
tween the lattw and the foUowers of a different religion. 
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Trae philosc^y, convinced of httman weakness, and 
deeply sensilttte of the infinite greatness and goodness of 
the Diyinity, prescribes toleiance in recognising liberty 
of conscience. Id a letter to the baiUi de Ploen, La- 
fiiyette said — '' If it be a crime to have inreferred civil 
and religious liberty, esctended equally to all men and all 
isountriesy none, sir, ia more guilty than myself^ 

Military men also form a powerlfol aristocracy in 
states. Bound to pasrive obedience towards their supe- 
riors, they sometimes make the weight ci tbdr rank 
felt by their subordinates, or by the dtizens from among 
whom they have risen, and among whom they must one 
day return. Lafayette, as a military man, set an exam- 
ple of obedience to the civil power. '' Though the nar 
tional sovereignty was vvrfated in the representatives, as 
well as in the delega(|pDs of the. powers," said he, in a 
letter to M. de Archenholz on the subject of the 10th 
August, " I did not wish that the armed force should 
cease its obedience ; and it was from the civil authori- 
ties within reach of the camp that I demanded orders." 
A military, aristocracy disappears,, and its despotism 
ceases among a nation, each citizen of which is armed 
in support of the laws, or in defence of the country. 
. It is unquestionable that differences of intelligence 
exist among different races of men, and that, in this 
respect, some appear far superior to others ; but none 
are, on that account, the less entitled to the enjoym^it 
of civil and political liberty. In each of these races, 
the same differences exist among the individuals com- 
posing them ; and for that reason, men, gifted by nature 
with superior intelligence, do not, or at least ought not, 
to sell tlieir inferiors like beasts of burden. They ought 
to attach them to themselves, to treat with them on even 
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terns, and, while securing their interests, to turn them 
to advantage for society. The mutual interests of sa- 
periors and inferiors, like those of father and son, are 
the same, and neither are obliged to change position 
with r^[ard to each other. Whatever may be the colour 
of his skin, the conformation of his head, the nature g£ 
his hair, the development of his intelligence, man ought 
to be master of his will, and of the power of disposing 
of his person, on condition of submitting himself to the 
laws that govern the society to which he belongs. 
Thus, nothing can justify the aristocracy of the white 
race, or excuse slavery and the slave-trade. The last 
of the negroes may always say to the &rst of the whites — 
"Am I not a man, a brother f — ^the touching inscrip- 
tion on a medal with which you are acquainted, and on 
which maLj be seen a poor negro chained, and im- 
ploring, on his knees, with clasped hands, the indul- 
gence of his master, whose stick is raised over his head. 



LETTER Till. 



Pabib, October 1% 1834. 
Individuals, reared in the school of depravity — the 
reprobates, who people the galleys and the prisons — have 
also their aristocracy ; but, great God I what sort of an 
aristocracy! Their moral faculties are so perverted, 
every feeling of conscience is so totally stifled in their 
bosoms, that their intelligence is developed towards evil, 
as that of other men towards good ; and, for them, the 
13 
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highest phch of wickedness is the point of perfeeti<»i 
al which they aim ! Their esteem for each other is in 
proportion to their in&my ; and they excite each odier 
to become worse, if possiMe, and to approach neiuner to 
perfection in crime. If some among them still preserve 
a feeUe r^nnant of good feeing, they soon lose it 
fliTOOgh the fiJse shame of not being on a level with the 
chie6 of their h]0*arohy. The social virtues are, in 
their eyes, mere prejudices ; they lau^ at all the world 
holds most sacred, and their moral degradation places 
them below the brutes. Being always at open war 
with society, they endeavour to turn it to account, by 
cunning or by force, like foxes or ravenous wolves. 
Society dreads them with reason, and concerts meas- 
UMs to discover, trace, and hunt them down. This 
state of things is really deplorable, and can be changed 
only when means shall have been employed to correct 
and amend crinnnals, instead of chaining them, like 
wild beasts in a menagerie, or killing them like mad 
dogs. But enough of this horrible aristocracy : I have 
alluded to it en passanty merely to show the abuse that 
may be made of the best principles and the most sacred 
things. 

The aristocratic pretensions to which a besotted self- 
love gives birth, are rare among those who occupy 
the highest place in each class ; and they seem to in- 
crease as we descend towards the lowest ranks in each 
division. Everybody is aware of the arrogance of a 
half gentleman, a sorry poet, a wietched artist, a demir 
savant, or a beadle. "Your demi-savants,^ said one 
no less remarkable for his imm^ise acquirements than 
for his wit, "are like your pretended men of courage, 
who make a noise of their exploits." 
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The varioas aristocfaeies are ambitious and jealoiw 
of each other, and lire at present in a state of anarchy^ 
insulting and warring agidnst each other, or uniting 
together fornmtual defence, when their interests or their 
passions command the union. It is in times of revo- 
hation especially, that the observer may witness the 
character and the pretensions of each description of 
aristocracy, and analyze its motives of acdon or its in- 
trigues. In the present age, however, the minds of all 
classes are taking a decided direction towards die study 
of natural philosophy, the exact and positive sciences, the 
fine arts, and industry ^ for this reason, the different aris- 
tocracies are unable to exist in an isdated state ; one 
alone is not sufficient to ccmfer importance on an in- 
dividual ; they have need of each other, and b^n to 
mingle or coidbine themselves together under different 
forms. At present, the nobles entertain less horror for 
alliances with commoners, and the latter pay less atten- 
tion to the honour or the disgrace of a bar which crosses 
the shield of a noble in such or such a direction. The 
rich man begins to feel that money alone is not suffi- 
cient to procure him consideration, and he aspires to 
something higher than the wealth of a Croesus. The 
lights of philosophy, by instructing the reason of these 
men, and education, by developing their minds, destroy 
old prejudices among one class, and check the exces- 
sive growth of pride among the others. 

What is the conclusion to be drawn from the fore- 
going observations ? That both strength, beauty, wit, 
and genius, depend upon chance — that we have instruc- 
tion, talents, and fortune, when we can — probity, honour, 
and virtue, when we will. The wise man ought, there- 
fore, to estimate at their real value all aristocratic 
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vanities, and to aspire only to vi rtue. Y irtue is tbe expres- 
sion of the conscience, the feelings, and the will of man, 
and she alone has aright to our esteem and admiration. 

La&yette was one of the most zealous advocates foi 
slave emancipation, and one of the members of the 
society formed to accomplish that noble task. Hovr 
opposite soever the slave-trade may be to every idea of 
religion, justice, and humanity, the cause of the unfor- 
tunate negroes was not defended with 'zeal before the 
middle of the eighteenth century. The Abb6 Raynal 
was one of the oldest combatants in this memorable 
struggle, which was afterward supported with so much 
talent and perseverance by Doctor Fothergill, by Clark- 
son, by Froissard the minister of the holy gospel, by the 
good Quaker Benezet, and by Necker, Turgot, Poivre, 
Franklin, Jefferson, Adams, Fox, and Wilberforce. 

It was in 1503 that the Spaniards for the first time 
transported a small number of Africans to their new 
colonies. Ferdinand permitted a more considerable im- 
portation of them in 1611. Finally, in 1517, Charles 
duint granted to one of his Flemish favourites the ex- 
clusive right of importing four thousand negroes into 
America. The favourite sold his patent to some Gre- 
noese merchants for twenty-five thousand ducats, and 
the Genoese were the first who gave a regular form to the 
slave-trade between Africa and America ; which, since 
that period has increased to so prodigious an extent.* 

La&yette and Larochefoucault were so united iti sen- 
timents, opinions, and conduct, in the cause of negro 
eniancipation, that it is impossible to separate one from 
the other. Both were so opposed in belief to the pretended 

* Herrera, quoted by Robert^n in his History of America, Book 
3d, pages 267 aod 268, Basle edition. 
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fC0fettf.x>f dave owners, ifas^ diuring^ llieir whole life, 
they sostained, at their joint*expense, before the Frtencfa 
tribunals, all trials entered into by negroes, for the re- 
coTOry of their freedom. La&yette too, in the Ameri- 
can TeTOltttiott,had a considerable share in framing the 
laws against the slave-trade, and the measures adopted 
fi>r their gradual emandpation in the northern and cen- 
tral states ; and if these philanthropic dispositions were 
fiot imitated in the soudiern states, they had at least 
partisans there, among whom the brave Colonel Lao- 
rms, Washington's aid -de-camp, and one of the largest 
proprietors of Carolina, deserves a distinguished mention. 
He was c»i the point of emancipating and enrolling into 
his regiment all his negroes at the moment when he 
was killed by the enemy. 

After the decisive campaign against Lord Comwallis 
in 1781, La&yette, on receiving the thanks of the state 
of Virginia, which had particularly profited by his 
successes, repliied by the expression of a wish, that 
liberty might be speedily extended to all men, without 
distinction. But he was not content with steril wishes, 
and on his return to France, flattering himself, like 
Turgpt and Poivre, that the gradual emancipation of 
the negroes might be conciliated with the personal in- 
terests of the colonists ; he was desirioos of establishing 
the fiwjt by experience, and for that purpose he tried a 
special^ experiment, on a scale sufficiently large to put 
the (^bestion to the test At that period, the Intendant 
of Cayenne was a man of skill, probity, and experience^ 
named Lescalier, whose opinions on the subject coin- 
cided^ with those of Lafiiyette. Marshal de Cartries, the 
minister of the Marine, not only consented to the ex- 
periment, but determined to aid it by permitting Lesca- 
13» 
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lier to try upon the king's negroes the new regime pn>> 
jected. La&yette had at first devoted one hundred 
thousand francs to this object. He confided the man- 
agement of the resid^Qce which he had purchased at 
Cayenne, to a man distinguished for phUosophy and 
talent, named Richeprey, who generoudy devoted him- 
self to the direction of the Experiment. The Semina- 
rists established a colony, and above all the Abb6 Far- 
jon, the curate of it, applauded and encouraged the meas- 
ure. It is but justice to the colonists of Cayenne to 
say, that the negroes had been treated with more hu- 
manity there than elsewhere. Aicheprey's six months' 
stay there, and the example set by him before he foil a 
victim to the climate, contributed still further to im- 
prove their condition. Larochefoucault was to purchase 
another plantation as soon as Richeprey's establishment 
had met with some success, and a third would after- 
ward have been bought by Malesherbes, who took a 
cordial interest in the plan. The untimely death of 
Richeprey, the difficulty of replacing such a man, the 
departure of the intendant, and a change in the ministry, 
threw obstacles in the way of this noble undertaking. 

When Lafayette had been proscribed in 1792, the 
National Convention confiscated all his property, and 
ordered his negroes to be sold at Cayenne, in spite of 
the remonstrances of Madame Lafo^yette, who protested 
against the sale, observing, that the negroes had been 
purchased, only to be restored to liberty after their in- 
struction, and not to be again sold as objects of trade 
and speculation. At a later period, all the negroes of 
the French colonies were declared free, by a decree of 
the National Convention. It is nevertheless remarka- 
ble that some of Lafoyette's plans, with regard to the 
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slave- eraiancipatioti, were realized. Cayenne, the only 
one of our colonies in which the ezamfde set by him 
of infracting the negroes had been followed, was also 
the only colony in which no disorders took place. 
Urged by gratitude, the n^^roes of his plantation de- 
clared to Richeprey's successor, that if La&yette's prop- 
erty was confiscated, they would avail themselyes of 
their liberty ; but that in the o{qx>site case, they would 
remain and continue to cultivate his estate. 

La&yette was desirous of emancipating the n^roes 
only by degrees, and in proportion as their moral and 
intellectual education rendered them worthy of freo- 
dom. He foresaw all the inconveniences- that might 
attend the sudden emancipation of a people debased by 
slavery, and the dangers that must follow their imme- 
diate transition from a state of brutal d^radation, to 
one of entire liberty — a state that must prove to them 
nothing more than one of unbridled licentiousness, of 
which despotism would artfully take advantage, as of a 
terrible weapon, first to establish, and next to justify its 
sway. Man is, in &ct, subject to moral as well as to 
phjrsical transitions. The prisoner, enfeebled by a long 
confinement in dark dungeons, cannot, without danger, 
be suddenly restored to the light of day. The slave, in 
like maimer, is fitted to enjoy liberty only, after gradual 
enlightenment, as to the privileges which it confers, the 
duties which it imposes, and the limits prescribed to it 
by reason and justice. But in La&yette's opinion, the 
greater the difficulties that impeded the abolition of 
davery, the more energetic should be the zeal and the 
more persevering the efforts of the genuine philan- 
thropist to obtain so honourable a result. He saw with 
pain, that paltry considerations of interest paralyzed the 
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hearts of some, who might haye gnren a decided im- 
pulse to n^ro emancipatioD. 

Of all the public schoob in New York, visited bjr 
La&3retle during his last stay in America, that in which 
he took the most lively interest was the free scIuhA of 
ymmg Afrieansy founded and instituted by the sodety 
for the emancipation of the blacks. Having been unan- 
imously named a menriber of this society, he was no less 
affected by mich a mark of esteem, than by the testi- 
monies of gratitude shown to him by the poor negro 
children of the establishment. M. Levasseur, who has 
preserved the recollection of the visit, states, that a litde 
n^ro approached Lafiiyette, and said to him, with 
emotion — " You see, Greneral, these hundreds of poor 
African children, who appear before you : here they 
share the benefits of education with the children of tl^ 
whites : like them, they learn to cherish the recollection 
of the services which you have rendered to America; 
and they also revere in you an ardent friend to the 
emancipation of their race, and a worthy member of ibe 
society to which they owe so much gratitude." 

Pew are unacquainted with the devotion \dth which 
La£aiyette supported the rights of the men of colour be- 
longing to our colonies, in 1791, in the National As- 
sembly, and afterward, in the reign of Charles X. 
The same sentiments of love for liberty, of indignation 
against tyranny, induced him latterly to embrace, with 
so much zeal, the cause of the Greeks and the Poles, 
and that of the Italian, Spanish, and Portuguese patriots. 

Lafeyette forcibly opposed the ill treatment some- 
times exercised in prisons, especially towards the indi- 
viduals condemned or detained for political offences. 
He was aware of the abuse of power often committed 



y Google 



OfiNEftAL LAFAYETTE. 153 

by those appointed to guard the prisoners, whose remon- 
strances are rarely attended to. In a letter which he 
wrotafirom his prison of d'Magdebourg, to the Princess 
d'Henin, on the 16th March, 1793, he gave a vivid de- 
scription of the useless vexations to which he was forced 
to submit "I shall now," said he, "describe my 
prison, and my mode of living. Represent to yourself 
an opening made in the rampart of the citadel, and 
provided with strong and lofty palisades. By this pas- 
sage, and after traversing four doors in succession, each 
of which is secured with chains, bolts, and bars of iron, 
you may, with some difficulty and trouble, reach my cell, 
which is five paces and a half by three, and which con- 
tains no other ornament than two French verses, rhym- 
ing by the words souffrir and maurir. The wall near 
the moat is damp with putridity, and the opposite wall 
allows the light of day, but not the rays of the sun, to 
penetrate through a narrow window, which is, in sone 
sort, hermetically barred. Add to that, two sentinels, 
whose looks plunge incessantly into my subterranean 
abode, to prevent us from speaking to each other ; a 
few spies established around us, besides our jailers ; 
and, finally, the walls, ramparts, ditches, and guards, 
inside and outside the citadel of Magdebourg, and you 
will perceive, my dear princess, that the foreign powers 
neglect nothing to detain me in their safekeeping. The 
noise made by my four doors is heard every morning, 
when they are o{)ened to admit my servant; again at 
dinner, when I take my meal in presence of the com- 
mandant of the citadel and the guard ; and, finally, at 
night, when my servant is re*conducted to his prison. 
That done, after carefiiUy inspecting all the bolts, the 
commandant takes away the keys into the apart- 
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niBQt, in which, tinoe my arriTal, lie has been ordered 
by the king to sleep. I am famished with books, the 
blank leaves of which have been torn out; bat I have 
neither news, nor gazettes, nor commanicadons, nor ink, 
nor pens, nor pencils, and it is abeolntely a miracle that 
I am in possession of this sheet of pc^er, on which I 
write with a toothpick. 

'^ My health is declining, for lib«rt7 is as necessary to 
my physical, as to my moral constitution. The small 
quantity of air, which finds its way into my subterra- 
nean cell, has brought but little relief to the oppression 
of my lungs. I am often feverish ; I take no exercise, 
and but little rest I make no complaints, however, for 
experience has taught me the inutility of so doing. 
Nevertheless, I cling to life, and my friends may 
rest assured of the active operation of all the sentiments 
which contribute to make me value the preservation of 
my existence ; although, considering my position and 
tl^ progress of my sufferings, I cannot much longer 
answer for the efficacy of my endeavours. Perhaps it 
is better to prepare toy friends in this manner, than to 
surprise them hereafter by an unexpected blow.'^ 

May the painful impression, recently made on every 
feeling heart, by the disclosures of the ill-&ted Silvio 
Pellico, at length release human nature from so grave a 
reproach as that of the sufferings which may be heaped 
on an innocent man ! 

During the restoration, a number of distinguished 



• This letter is to be found in English, in a work on the life of 
Govemeur Moms, Boston, 1833. It has been translated into French, 
and inserted into M. Jules Taschereau's excellent collection. lU^ 
vuw Betro^eaive^ rol. v. pan^e 142. 
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writers were incareerated for their liberal opinioiis. 
La&yette visked them, and by thus giving them a pub- 
lic testimony of his esteem and fimidship, seemed 
desirous of rendering himself a guarantee for their 
principles. In 1829, 1 spoke to liim of the sufferings en- 
dured in the dungeons of Lisbon, by M. De Mello Brey- 
ner, tlie victim of Don Miguel ; La&yette, though not 
precisely of thesame pcditical opinions, sincerely lament- 
ed his &te, felt indignant at the barbarity of his per- 
secutorS) and predicted the fiill of the cruel prince whose 
orders they executed. 

The commander, De Bfello Brejrner, one of the most 
learned juris consults of Portugal, was minister pleni- 
potentiary from that country to Paris, in 1826. At that 
qpoch I was called on to see him, in my professional 
capacity. He was then seventy-five years old, but he 
had preserved all the freshness of his intelligence. 
During his stay in Paris, his health was seriously en- 
dangered by different affecticms, which gave me occa- 
sion to see him frequently, and to profit by his conver- 
sation, which was no less witty than solid and instruc* 
tive. He realised, as the basis of all legislation, the 
fimdamental principles established by La&yette, '< that 
no man is bound to submit to laws, unless agreed to by 
himself or his representatives, and promulgated and 
l^rally applied beforehand ; moreover, that laws should 
be clear, precise, and uniform for all the citizens." 

Independently of the usefiii public monuments, with 
which he enriched Oporto, and advantageous refcnrms 
which he introduced into the administration, M. De 
Mello Breyner, when governor of that city, occupied 
himself in a special manner with effecting a change in 
the prison regime, and improving the conditiOTi of the 
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prifloneis, who looked upon him as a secoi^ &ther« 
He felt a pleasure in talking to me of the alterations 
which he had judged it expedient to make, of Uie bene- 
ficial results obtained from them, and above all, of the 
regret which was felt tor his loss in Oporto. I have 
since ascertained from several of his countrymen that 
when even the prisoners claimed his assistance, he would 
immediately attend to their summons at any hour of the 
day or night, and proceed alone into the most noisome 
dungeons to afford them such relief as in his capacity 
of governor he was enabled to grant them. Like La- 
fiiyette, he maintained that the law, in depriving man 
of his liberty, was not obliged to act in opposition to the 
dictates of humanity, by inflicting on him privations and 
sufferings that might endanger his health or his exist- 
ence. This respectable magistrate then little foresaw, 
that after serving his country for more than fifty years, 
he would one day become the victim of Don Miguel's 
vengeance, — ^that at the age of 79 he would be borne 
firom his &mily and his firiends, and thrown into a dun- 
geon, to perish in misery and abandonment ! 

Notwithstanding his advanced age, and his habitually 
feeble health, M. De Mello Breyner sacrificed every thing 
to his duty. At the period of the promulgation of the 
charter by Don Pedro, he was named minister of just- 
ice in Lisbon, though he was actually for the moment 
in Paris. On that occasion, I observed to him, that his 
health was too delicate to resist the fatigues that must 
be occasioned by his new functions, in a country agi- 
tated by the most stormy passions. « I am fiilly sensi- 
ble," replied he, " of the weight of all your arguments, 
and I thank yon for the interest which you take in my 
concerns. I should prefer remaining in Paris with my 
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worthy friends, and superintending the education of my 
sons ; but my country claims my services, and if she 
has need of me, I must obey her summons, and die in 
the breach, if necessary." Shortly after his return to 
Portugal, having been dismissed from the post which 
he had accepted, he retired to a country-house in the 
environs of Lisbon. I received a long letter from him, 
which he wrote in his retirement, and which was 
brought to- me by Doctor Cordeiro. " My good friend," 
wrote he, "I should have acted wisely in following 
your prudent advice, and remaining in France ; but you 
see I am still young in experience. Here I am, living 
retired in my country-seat, where I cultivate my cab- 
bages, which are far less ungrateful than men." Some 
months afterward, he was arrested and thrown into 
the prisons of Bogeo, whence he was transferred to those 
of Belem, and next to those of Saint Julien. It was 
<mly after the most pressing solicitations, that his un- 
ha^y daughter, the Marchioness de Niza, obtained per- 
mission lor herself and her brothers to visit and attend 
their aged &ther. She was not allowed to share his 
captivity, and she was daily forced, even in the most 
inclement weadier, to cross the Tagus in a boat, in 
(Mrder to arrive at her fiither's dungeon. She often 
reached his presence drenched by the waves and dying 
with cold, and in that state passed the day by his side. 
Her delicate health was soon enfeebled, and from that 
period was never completely re-established. Madame 
De Niza had the chagrin to be herself separated from her 
father some months before his death, all communication 
between them having been interdicted. It is impossible 
to reflect without horror on the sufferings endured by . 
the aged prisoner on his bed of misery, which was too 
14 
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small for him, and on which he was not at liberty even 
to stretch himself at full length in his agony! 

As soon as M. De Mello Breyner had breathed his 
last, his ferocious jailers would have thrown his body 
into the Tagua; and it was with the utmost difficulty 
that his daughter,, aided by the worthy Abb6 St^fani, 
her son's preceptor, obtained permission, as a fiivour, to 
bestow the rite of burial on his remains. The follow- 
ing trait may be quoted, in proof of the noble charac- 
ter and immoveable firmness of this unfortunate min- 
ister. Every thing had been prepared for his escape, 
which was to have been effected through a window, 
and he was to have embarked in a boat in readiness to 
receive him on the Tagus. The prayers and tears of' 
his daughter were unavailing to prevail upon him to 
quit his dungeon. "I know that I am detained unjust- 
ly," said he ; " but my jailers are not the judges of that 
question, and in e3tecuting their orders, they merely do 
their duty. I will not Compromise them by seeking 
safety in dight." The Marchioness de Niza, who 
shortly after the death of her father, was herself obliged 
to quit Lisbon, now resides in Paris, where she de- 
votes herself to the education of her son. She is the 
widow of the Marquis de Ni2a, a descendant of Vasco da 
Gama. M. De Mello Breyner's three sons have em- 
braced the profession of arms, and have fought bravely 
for the liberation of their country. 

Lafeyette was extremely desirous that the penitentiary 
regime so generally adopted in the prisons of the United 
States, should be introduced into ours. He was no advo- 
cate, however, for the complete seclusion of the prison- 
ers. "Solitary confinement," said he, "is a punish- 
ment, which, to be judged of, must be endured." He 
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•thought, like the virtuous Malesherbes, that it must lead 
to madness. During the five years of his own cap- 
tivity, he had passed an entire year in that manner, and 
for a portion of the remaining period, had seen but one 
companion for an hour every day. He observed, that 
his own experience had convinced him that the system 
was not calculated to lead to reformation — that be had 
been confined for his attempts to revolutiouize the people 
against despotism and the aristocracy — ^that be em- 
ployed his solitary hours in meditating on that object, 
and that, on quitting his prisoif, he was not in the least 
diverted firom his original design/ vHe thought that 
the law, in depriving man of his liberty, in separating 
him from the society to which he had given just cause 
of complaint, should have for its object, not only to 
inflict punishment on .the prisoner, but also to tjorrect 
and amend him, for his own sake, and for that of the 
society to which he was one day to be restored.^ He 
looked upon most of our houses of correction as places 
of demoralization, better calculated to stimulate culprits 
in the career of crime, than to withdraw them from 
their evil courses. He took much interest in the par- 
ticulars with which I one day acquainted him as to the 
government and administration of the penitentiary at 
Geneva, which I had visited. His philanthropy was 
still more hurt than his national pride, at seeing, that in 
this respect we remain &r in arrear of our neighbours, 
and your countrymen* 

Capital punishment was held in horror by Lafayette, 
who constantly raised his voice against that monstrous 
penalty. He thought that society had no right to take 

* Levassenr's Lafayette in America^ YoL 11. pa^e 331. 
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away what it could not restore, or exercise the right of 
life and death upon one of its members, especially in 
matters of political and religious opinion, which bdong 
to what man holds most dear, most sacred, and most 
inviolable — ^liberty of conscience. He constantly in- 
veighed against^ exceptional tribunals ; which in his 
opinion were nothing more than a terriUe instrument 
placed in the hands of despotism, to give an appear- 
ance of legality to its most atrocious acts*^lo murder 
in the name of the law.* . , 

'< Notwithstanding the pains taken to tantalize us, by 
depriving us of news," wrote he to the Plrincess d' IK- 
nin, speaking of his jailers at Magdebourg, ^' a few words 
from Damas at the period of our singular meeting at 
Ham, made us acquainted with the success of the 
French army, with the injurious management of pub- 
lic affairs, and with the king's trial, in which all th». 
laws of humanity, justice, and national interest, were? 
completely violated." 

I have just furnished you, my dear sir, with a sum- 
mary account, though doubtless a very imperfect and 
unmethodical one, of Lafayette's opinions on different 
subjects, taken, as it were, at random. I will add, that 
he was familiar with all questions of morals, jurispru- 
dence, policy, public economy; and that he could have 
treated them all ex professo, I have frequently heard 
him speak of the resources of France and other states ; 
of the relation which people and governments should 
have to each other ; of constitutions, legitimacy, prop- 
erty; of commerce, industty, agriculture; of the art 
of war, the progress of civilization, the happiness of 
nations and individuals, and other questions, which ho 
treated with the greatest lucidity, and which he solved 
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with his natural good sense and simplicity. But to le- 
trace all that I recollect of his conversations, would be 
to me a task of some difficulty, for I am nQt'sufficiendy 
familiar with many of the subjects to which they re- 
ferred ; and besides, in making the attempt I should 
exceed the object that I proposed to myself in writing 
these letters, which you must consider merely as notes 
for your information. The next courier will furnidi 
you with the recollections which I have retained of 
La&yette^ residence at Lagrange. 



LETTER IX. 



Paris, October 17, 1834. 

Many persons, and among the number, some of your 
countrymen, are persuaded that Lafayette was, in a 
manner, wholly given up to politics, and that he could 
have had no time to devote to the duties and occupa- 
tions of private life. My foregoing letters must, I think, 
have already conveyed a contrary impression ; but to 
prove to you, still further, how little foundation there 
was for an opinion so widely circulated, we will trans- 
port ourselves to Lagrange, and examine what La- 
fityette did for agriculture and rural economy, for which 
he had imbibed a taste during his exile in foreign 
countries. 

La&yette had. felt a strong desire to become the pos- 
sessor of Lagrange. As soon as he was able to install 
himself in that property, he abandoned himself with 
ardour for several consecutive years, to field labourS| 
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which re-established huf health, shattered by the suffer-' 
ings of Bis captivity, and at a later period, afforded him 
a relaxation ^om the &tigues, or a consolation for the 
chagrins, of his political career. like the Romaui dic- 
tators, who, in the hour of danger, quitted the plough, 
and girded their loins with the sword, Lafayette, after 
the combat, laid down his arms, resumed his peacefiil 
and laborious existence, and once more foimd the soil 
less ungrateful than his country, for the pains which be 
lavished on it. On the second Frimaire, year IX.* he 
wrote as follows to Masclet: — ^<In the mean fime, I 
am constantly looking at the fiel^ of Lagrange, tin I 
know that they are my property, and that I shaXL be at 
liberty to cultivate them. The allotment of our shares 
will be finished, I hope, in three or four decades. 
Adrienne's share will be less considerable than I had 
imagined ; but should I obtain my fevourite residence 
of Lagrange, with its arrondissementof wood, meadows, 
and arable land, I shall arrange a good handsome farm 
for myself and I shall then envy the lot of none.* In 
the same letter he added — << I shall not go tP America, 
my dear Masclet, at least in a diplomati4» capacity. 1' 
am &r firom abandoning the idea of making private and 
patriotic visits to the United States, and to my fellow- 
citiasens of the new world ; but at present I am much 
more intent upon farming than tipon embassies* It 
seeiios to me, that were I to arrive in America in any 
other costume than an American uniform, I should be 
as embar^s^ssed with my appearance as a savage in 
breeches. At all events, the first coni^ul has said noth- 
ing to me about the matter." "I am here alone in 
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my fields," ^wrote he again to the «ame fiiendj " where 
I pass a most agreeable life, turning to account four 
strong ploughs, and aptly demonstrating the disputed 
problem of the &rmer proprietor." 

Before we f(dlow Lafeyette in his agricultural la- 
bours, 1 shall remind you of some circumstances which 
you must have noticed in your visits to Lagrange, and 
I shall acquaint you with others, of which you are prob- 
ably ignorant. The former will recaH to your mind 
a^eeable recollections, and the latter will, I am c^ain, 
excite your warmest interest, es^tecially as an American ; 
fi>r nothing attached to the memory of that great man 
can be viewed with indifference by your countrymen, 
who so well appreciated his vktues. Lafayette was, in 
their eyes, a being worthy of the highest veneration, 
and Lagiange a sort of sanctuary, to which they were 
bound to make a pilgrimage. 

Lagrange Bl^rau, better known at present as«th^ 
name of Lagrange La&yette, is situate thirteen leagues 
east of Paris, near Rosay en Brie, ffid nearly half way 
fircan Melun to Meaux. The chateau and ferm touch 
one another, aud arei situate in the centre of the grounds 
which surround them, and form an almost perfect circle 
of more than eight hundred French acres. The roads 
leading to Lagrange, cross the property, ai\^ are well 
planted and carefully kept in order. The entrance into 
the park is tjirough a wide and handsome avenue, 
slightly curved and bordered with young and sturdy 
apple trees, the branches of which incline towards the 
traveller, and seem to-offer him the flowers or fruit with 
which they are loaded. This avenue turns to the left, 
passing along the farm, and an old Qhapel^ wh^cb, at 
present,-forms part of it : and then crosses a mnall plan- 
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tation of chestnut trees, and soon aft^waid shaded by 
beauteous green treei^ which impart to it a sombre and 
mysterious aspect, conducts to the extreme . of the 
ch&teau. A stone bridge, with parapets, has replaced 
the drawbridge, which formerly existed over the moat 
The entrance is by a large door composed of two arches ; 
the one exterior and larger than the other, hayin|f on 
the sides two deep excavations, which received a por- 
tion of the wood-work and the chain3 of the old bridge : 
the other, which is on the inside and elliptical, forms 
the real door. On the sides of the latter, may be seen 
two substantial towers, in which are pierced narrow 
windows, in the form of loopholes, and the thick walls 
of which are built of freestone, Uke the rest of the build- 
ing. The walls, to the level of the tiled roof by which 
they are surmounted, are covered with moss and tulEted 
ivy, between tb5 foliage of whioh may be seen the oul' 
line of the casements of the towers. The ivy was 
planted by the celebrajted Fox, during his stay at 
Lagrange, with General Fitzpatrick, after the peace of 
Amiens. The plant, which may be taken as a symbol 
of his friendship for Lafayette, has increased with years, 
and clings closer to the walls of his habitation. The 
sketch of this door, which I have given, will suffice, I 
think, to %Sord you a correct idea of it. The court, 
through which is the entrance, has the form of an irreg- 
ular square, and is spacious, well lighted, and enlivened 
by the view of a park, on which it opens. In the cen- 
tre, is the front of the chateau, of which I furnish you 
with a plan, executed from a drawing which General 
Carbonel was kind enough to place at my disposal. 

I also give another view of the chd^teau, taken 
from the entrance of the copse at the extremity of the 
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lawn. The park contains several benches, resembling 
that which I have here sketched. Each of them is form- 
ed of a plank placed between two trees, which receives 
its extremities, and then fix them securely by the suc- 
cessively increasing thickness of their exterior surface. 
The chftteaUy which is not regular, presents to view 
five towers, covered with conical roofs of a rather ele- 
gant form. Two of them are placed at the extremity 
of the wings, of which they form the termination ; two 
odiers are sitoaCte on me outside of the angles, uniting 
the wings to the main body of the building, behind 
which is the Mh. I could have wished to introduce 
into this part of my letter, the precision with which 
General Latour Maubourg has given his model in his 
description of the prisons of Olmutz. I am unable to 
imitate him very closely, but I furnish you with a hast- 
ily drawn plan, which may supply the deficiencies of 
my description. 







1. TbeaTBiiiieleaclfawtothegate<^tbedi&- 

tean. 
8. The badge. 
3. The gptte. 
4, 5. The two lateral towen of the gate. 

6. The court 

7. The front of the main body of the building. 

8. The wingfl of the ch&tean. 

4. 9. Tlie towen which form the tennination 
of the wings of the chateau on the side of 
tbepari(. 



9. Tlie seeond reeetTing-room. 

10. The tower in which is placed La&yette'i 
library- 

11. The part oonesponding with Lafkyette's 
bedchamber. 

12. The cMitial tower, surmounted by a paxa- 
tonneire. 

13, 13. 13, 13. The moat which surrounds the 

ch&teau. 
15. The park lawn. 
IS. The pavilion df the Amcncan eanoe. 
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The cbltteaa has two stories besides the groand-flocnr. 
The servants' bedrooms are immediately iinder the 
roo£ The walls are ornamented and covered on the 
outside with creeping plants, such as ivy, Yirginla jas- 
mines, 6ic, They are surrounded with thick bushes 
and fine trees, and enormous weeping-willows, which 
rise to the roo^ or tranquilly incline their branches 
towards the waters of the moat, which is about thirty 
or forty feet in breadth, and seven or eight in depth. It 
no longer completely surrounds the ch&teau, La&yette 
having had it filled on the side of the court, from which 
there is now a level passage to the lawn. The waters 
of the moat, which are limpid, and contain fine fish, 
are fed by a stream that runs from one of the ponds of 
the farm. On the outside, the moat is reached by a 
gentle slope, covered with a greensward, enamelled with 
flowers. On the ground-floor of the chltteau, and cona- 
municating with the vestibule, is a small chapel, a large 
dining-room capable of containing forty or fifty persons, 
and farther on, the kitchens. A wide and handsome 
stone staircase, perfectly well lighted, leads to the 
two receiving-rooms, to La&yette's museum, and to the 
corridors, which conduct to the other apartments of 
the family, and to those reserved for friends. 

Lafayette's apartments on the second floor, are com- 
posed of an antechamber, a bedroom, and a library, the 
windows of which look upon the park, and command 
the buildings of the farm, that may be seen almost in a 
straight line, at about the distance of fifty yards. All 
these apartments are very neat and clean, well kept, and 
furnished with the greatest simplicity, I shall give a 
summary description of such of the objects composing 
the furniture, as may interest you. 
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At the entrance of the vestibule are two small pieces 
of cannon, which the Parisian populace, at the period 
crf.thfi revolution of July, had mounted upon coach- 
wheels to attack the troops of Charles X. The con- 
querors afterward had them remounted upon new gun- 
carriages, and presented them to Lafayette. In front of 
the touchhole of each, is the following inscription, en- 
graved in prominent characters : — 

THE PARISIAN PBOPUB 

TO GENERAL LAFAYETTE, 

AUGUST 8d, 1830. 

Near the cannons, a white cockatoo reposes on his 
perch. This fine bird, which was presented to La- 
fiiyette in 1829 by Benjamin Constant, alwjiys wel- 
comed the general, whom he seemed perfectly to dis- 
tinguish from the other inmates of the chateau, testify- 
ing the utmost joy at his approach, and lavishing on 
him the most affectionate caresses, whenever he stopped 
near his perch. 

The small chapel opening on the vestibule, is now 
hung with black, and is reserved for the exclusive use 
of the members of the family. It is distinguished by 
extreme simplicity. The altar is decorated with a cru- 
cifix of ivory, and with silver candelabras. On the 
walls, and opposite to each other, are placed two tablets, 
on one of which is written the 129th Psalm, vespers of 
Wednesday; and on the other, the lesson from the bo(A 
of Tobias, chapter 13. 

On the wall of the vestibule, parallel to the great 
door of the saloon, may be seen a trophy of flags, 
grouped with considerable art and feeling, and most of 
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which recall some historical recollections. Among them 
may be distingui^ed a tattered flag, taken by the peo- 
jle of Paris from the Swiss Guard in the days of July, 
1830 ; by the side of it, the tricoloured flag, borne by 
the child who was killed on the 28th July, 1830, on the 
bridge of Areola, and near them a flag presented to 
General Lafayette, by the wounded in the hospital, after 
the battle of the Pyramids, as a token of their gratitude ; 
a standard of the 8th regiment of hussars ; a flag belong- 
ing to the old Paris National Guard of 1789, which is 
still in good condition, though its colours are almost 
wholly faded ; several American and PoUsh flags, &c* 
Recetmng-rwrnis. — The first is a large square apart- 
ment, well lighted, and warmed in winter by an enor- 
mous stove of bronze, in the form of a truncated pillar. 
On two small bookstands, and forming pendants to 
each other, are placed the marble busts of Monroe and 
Quincy Adams, Presidents of the United States. Over 
the door is seen a painting which represents a memo- 
rable epoch in the life of Lafityette. It represents the 
port of Passage, in Spain, where General Lafayette, after 
many vicissitudes, embarked, at the period of his first 
departure for America. The vessel, freighted by him, 
with the American flag at the head, and the French flag 
in the stem, is ^represented as just setting sail, crossing 
the narrow entrance of the harbour, and gaining the 
open sea, to bear to the new world the man who was 
to ensure its independence. The painting is by Robert, 
To the right and left of the door are two other paint- 
ings, by the same master. The one represents the 



• Since the death of La&yette, these flags have been placed in the 
antechamber of his apartment. 
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French federation, seen from the triun^hal arch which 
was erected in the Champ de Mars, on the side of the 
Seine. The perspective of the painting is fine, and 
gives a perfect idea of the grandeur of the solemnity 
which, after days of discord and mourning, seemed to 
have united all the French in one family. The other 
painting, which represents the demolition of the Bastile, 
is full of life and movement, and bears evidence of 
having been executed by a painter still under the emo- 
tion of the terrible scene which he had witnessed. The 
populace, excited to the highest pitch of phrensy, are 
under arms, and have rendered themselves masters of 
the fortress, all traces of which they wish to destroy, 
by uprooting and detaching the stones that compose the 
building. Enormous masses are levelled to the ground, 
and soon fill, with their smoking ruins, the deep ditches 
Ihat surround the Bastile. A great part of the sceiie 
of destruction, which is strongly chsgraeteristic of the 
time, is ^xveloped in clouds of dust and smoke. The 
painting which I have just described was exhibited at 
the Louvre, in 1790. La&yette examined it in com- 
pany with one of his fiiends, and in tibe height of his 
admiration exclaimed, that " whoever might become 
possessor of it, would be a happy man." Robert was, 
at that moment, standing behind the general, and lent 
an attentive ear to the judgment pronounced on his 
painting. On hearing the last words, he advanced 
towards La&yette, and said—" General, be happy ; that 
painting is yours." From the date of that meeting, 
commenced an acquaintance between the general and 
the painter — an acquaintance which, afierward, ripened 
into firiendship. 
Beneath the two paintings just described, are placed 
15 
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the portraft of Commodore Morris, commander of the 
Brandywine frigate, who brought La&yette back to 
France, on the occasion of his last voyage from Amer- 
ica, and the portrait of the American General Greene. 
On the wall, to the right, are the beautiful engralrings 
of the American Declaration of Independence, and the 
" Farewell Address" of President Washington. 

The most remarkable ornament of this room, is a 
marble bust of Lafayette, from the chisel of David, sup- 
ported on a small pedestal, and placed between the por- 
traits of Washington and Franklin.'^ The flag of the 
American frigate Brandytaine, presented to La&yette 
by Lieutenant Gregory, shades the portraits of these 
three friends, whom it seems to unite, while its azure 
fidds, spangled with silver stars, float above their heads. 
The effect of this group is admirable, and recalls so 
many noble recollections ! The Guest of the American 
nation, could not be better placed than between the two 
principal founders of her liberty. In accordance with 
the result of a deliberation of the city of New York,— a 
deliberation with which you ate,no doubt, acquainted, — 
the name, the Naiion^s Quests was, for the first time, 
given to Lafayette, on the occasi<Hi of his last visit to 
America. 

The second receiving-room is round, like the tower 
in which it is situated. Its hangings, which are simple, 
are of stuff, with white and nankin coloured stripes, and 
it is ornamented with a handsome bronze bust of 
Washington, by David* Above the busts, are placed 
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* These portraits are handsome copies, executed from the originals, 
the first by M. Scheffer, and the second by Madame Adolphe Perrier, 
one of LafayeUe's granddaugrhters. 
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the portraits of John Adams, and Quincy Adams, his 
son, both Presidents of the United States. These two 
portraits are placed opposite to those of Presid^its Jeffer^ 
son, Madison, Monroe, and Jackson. All these paint- 
ings, though by different masters, are admirably ex-* 
ecuted ; and, above all» possess, according to La&yette, 
the merit of being perfect likenesses. 

On each side of the chimney, are jdaced, as pendants 
lo each other : Ist, the portrait of the ill-fitted Bailly, 
the first mayor of Paris, a man, as estimable for his 
probity and information, as for his courage, and who 
pmshed on the scaffold, at the period of our first revo- 
lution. La&yette, after giving an account of the affidr 
of the Champ de Mars, to the bailli de Plodn, termi- 
nated with these words : — <' This, sir, is a statement of 
the affiiir of the Champ de Mars, which, subsequently, 
and when crime obtained a triumph, became one of the 
causes of the long and painfiil sufferings by which the 
illustrious and excellent Bailly expiated, among the 
Parisians, the services which he had rendered to them ; 
the atrocity of the assassins being equalled only by the 
magnanimity of the victim." 2d. The portrait of the 
unlEbrtoiate Duke de la Rochefoucauld, President of the 
Department, who was massacred at Gisors, at the same 
period. On the chimney, a neat pendule separates the 
bust of Gweiol Biego, who died for liberty, firom that of 
his wifo. 

A small staircase leads to the private apartment of 
La&yette. The antechamber is lighted by means of a 
dcylight firom above. Near the entrance-door, to the 
left, is placed the portrait of the corporal of the prison 
of 01mutz,.to whom I have already introduced you. 
The bedchamber is an irregular square, and the hang- 
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ings are of yellow silk staffs. Tl^ bed, and die rest of 

ibe fomiture, are simple and neat Hie walls are 

covared with paintings, drawings, and ^[igravings, flie 

principal of which I proceed to describe. Above the 

five doors of this chamber, are as many balf4ength 

ftmily portraits, painted in oil-colours. They are as 

^ ^ilt.^ follows : 1st, La&yette's fiither, killed, at the age ci 26, 

^^^\s>* "** *® ^^^ ^ Minden, (Lafeyette was then bat two 

H"^^ t jrears old ;) 2d, his mother ; 3d, his grandmodier ; and 

4th, his two aunts, who took care of his infitncy, and 

for whom he entertained the greatest respect and aSdc-^ 



■>>'" 



,\C^ 



rV^ 



vv' \^' ^\ ^^^' Opposite to the bed, may be seen a fine portrait 



^^^^ of Marshal de Noailles. Among the engraved or 



idcetdied portraits, are those of Fox, General Fitsipatrick, 
Thomas Clarkson, Henry Clay, the Duke de Noailiei^ 
Kosciusko, Jackson, Jefferson, Clinton, Crawford, Cid- 
houn. Tan R3rssel, the Count de Mun, Necker, Madame 
de Stfiel, Madame dlldnin, Madame de Tess^, General 
Knox, General Foy, L^on Dubreuil, the physician, and 
the master and friend of Cabanis, &c. I must also no- 
tice a small silhouette of Judge Peters, of Philadel[diia, 
and a handsome portrait of Lally Tolendal, tearing off 
the crape which covers the bust of his &ther, whose 
memory he had just vindicated. 

On one side of the chimney maybe observed a large 
miniature, which deserves attention, both on account of 
the individual represented, and the beauty of its execu- 
ti<Hi. It is the portrait of Mr. F. K. Huger, who may be 
called Lafiiyette's deUverer, although his bold attempt to 
release him from the prisons of Olmutz was not crowned 
with success. You, no doubt, know, that this worthy 
son of Major Huger, of South Carolina, at whose house 
La&yette was a guest, at the period of his fiist visit to 
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America, had the generosity ta gife himself up^ in pider 
to &cilitate the escape of Lafayette and BoUanuin. I 
Bba}l never forg^ the vivid and agreeable emotion 
which I felt on seeing this portrait for the first time. It 
is said to be a striking resemblance. The forehead of 
Mr^ Huger is Broadly developed, and characterized by a 
noble expression. The fiice m oval, slender, and high- 
complexioned ; the nose rather prominent, and the lips 
thin. The eyes, which are blue approaching to gray, 
are full of expression. The ensemble of this fine coun* 
tenance bespeaks a man of fine feelings, elevated soul, 
and determined character. 




The portrait is surrounded with a gold firame, deco- 
rated with rose-boughs, and other ornaments, in ex- 
cellent taste, and enclosed in a box of massive gold. 
It was presented to Lafeyette, in 1825, by the city of 
Ch^lestown, as may be seen by the foregoing mscnp-^ 
15* 
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tion, which is placed behind the box, and sanounded 
with a carved gold frame. 

Above the bed is a painting, representing a meeting 
of the superior officers of the American army, (La- 
&yette among the number,) and the staff of General 
Bochambeau, at the siege of Yorktown. Of the draw* 
ings, the most remarkable are — a view of the residence 
of John Adams, by his granddaughter, Miss Eliza 
duincy ; and Mr. Hancock's house, at Boston ; Wash- 
ington's house, (an engraving ;) and a view of Fayette- 
ville, a small town, situate on the western bank of the 
river Capefear, sketched in 1814, by M. Horace Say. 

In 1814, my friend, M. H. Say, the son of the cele- 
brated economist, on his way from Charlestown to New- 
York, passed by the capital of North Carolina, to which 
the gratitude of America has given the name of Fay- 
ettevUle. The town was then by no means populous, 
and consisted only of two large streets^ in the form of a 
cross, at the meeting point of which, was the governor's 
residence. The view of the country presented nothing 
picturesque, but the name given to the town induced 
the young traveller to take a sketch of it. On his re- 
turn to France, thinking that such a mark of attention 
might not be indifferent to the general, he had a frame 
made for his sketch, (with a copy of which I present 
you,) and sent it to him. In 1818, M. Say's brother- 
in-law, M. Compte, one of the editors of the Censeur 
Europ€en^ was persecuted by tlie restoration, and found 
a hospitable shelter at Lagrange. La&yette wrote to 
M. H. Say, to invite him to spend a few dayj at his 
country-seat. My friend accepted the invitation ; and 
one morning, as he was on the point of taking a walk 
in the park, a servant apprized him, that the general 
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desired to see him. As soon as M. Say eateied his 
cabinet, La&yette cordi^y pressed his hand, made him 
take a seat beside himself, and said to him — ^ 1 have 
been deeply affected at seeing that you thought of me 
in the United States. There is your drawing, which I 
have kept near me. I shall probably never see the 
{dace itself, but you have, at least, giv^i me an idea of 
it." At that period, he Uttle thought, that, some years 
afierward, he should make his triumphal entry into 
that very town ! 

On the occasion of his last visit to America, on his 
approach to FayetteviUe, although the weather was 
slK)Gking, and the rain fdl in torrents, he said to Bas- 
tien, <' We shall now see if M. Say has. given a correct 
representation of the town, of which he has maat me a 
drawing." He immediately knew it from the recollec- 
tion that he preserved of the sketch ; on the correctness 
of which, he complimented the author oh his return 
to Paris. 

On the drawers is placed a silver vase, carved with 
considerable taste, and presented to La&yette by the 
midshipmen of the Brandt/wine frigate, when 1^ em- 
barked on board of that vessel for Prance. The Presi- 
dent of the United States had decided, that each stato 
should be represented by a midshipman. So that the 
frigate received twenty-foor of those young men, instead 
of eight or ten, usually to be found on board vessels of 
her rank. These young officers, deeply affe<^ed by La- 
fiiyette's paternal friendship to them on the voyage, beg* 
ged him, at parting, to aUow them to present him with 
a lasting token of their attachment. The vase which 
they determined to ofibr him, was executed in Paris, 
under the direction of Mr. Bamett) consul for the 
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United States, and sent to Lafayette shordy after his 
arrival. The neck of it is surrounded with vine leaves 
graceifiilly arranged, and two heads of river gods re- 
|dace the handles. The American eagle, which is 
carved on one of the sides, and which hovers in front 
of a cloud spangled with stars, grasps in one of his 
talons a bundle of javelins, and in the other an ohve* 
branch. Acanthus leaves ornament the base of the 
vase, the square stand of which, supported on four 
hons' feet, presents on three of its sides an equal number 
of basreliefi, representing, 1st, the capitol of Washing- 
ton ; 2d, La&yette's visit to the tomb of Washington ; 
3d, the arrival of the Brandywhw at Havre. On tte 
fimrth side of the stand is engraved, in EngUsh, the fol- 
lowing inscription : 

PRESENTED BY THE 
MIIWHIPMBN OF THE UNITED STATES FRIGATE 

BRANDYWINE, 

A8 A TB8TIM0NT OF INOITIOUAL ESTEEM, AND GOLLECTIYfi 

ADMIRATION, A TRPIUTE TO THE PRIVATE WORTH 

AND PUBUC EXCEX^LENOT OF 

GENERAL LAFAYETTE. 

Near the vase is a box enclosing the silver epaulets, 
embroidered with three stars, which Lafayette wore as 
commander-in-chief of the National Guards. 

Beside the chimney is placed the cane which La< 
fiiyette habitually carried, and which had been given to 
him by Ck>mmodore Taylor. The head of the cane is 
simply a stag's horn with a gold plate, on which may 
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be read the word^*-^< Commodore Taylor to General 
La&yette." 




In the presses of the bed^^hambejr^ ar$ preserved the 
general's clothes, and many other precious objects. 
Among the former, may be remarjkod,^ lst,:the complete 
miiform of a grenadier pf. the Warsaw National Guard, 
presented by the Poles, and whioh La&yette frequently 
wore ; 2d, a complete blue cloth suit, givesx to him by 
the Americans of Carolina : the doth of the ooat, and 
the massive gold buttons by which it is ornamented, are 
of Carolina manu&cture. On the buttons is the effigy 
of Washington. 

The Library — ^Placed in one of the towers of the 
chateau: its form is circular, and it is well lighted by 
two large windows. It is composed of three divisions, 
the shelves of which are supported on white pillars 
of an elegant form. Presses marked by fictitious titles 
of foUo volumes, and drawers filled with a variety 
of interesting, objects, occupy the lower parts. The 
pillars are surmounted by an equal number of laige 
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ofl-ookmred paintmgs, in the cameo style, and rep- 
lesenting, Dietrich, Van Ryssel, Desrousseaux, Frank- 
lin, Washington, Bailly, Larochefoucauld, Lavoisier, 
Malesherhes. These paintings are separated, and sur- 
mounted hy six small urns, on which are inscribed the 
names of Daverhout, Laurens, Desaix, Mandat, Kalb, 
Gouvion. 

The best works of history, the political and moral 
sciences, literature, fine arts, and especially agriculture, 
are preserved by handsome bindings. Most of these 
works were given as presents Co the general. Many 
of them are written in foreign languages, and especially 
in German and English. A particular place has been 
reserved for American books. With regard to the lat- 
ter, I must not forget to mention a superb manuscript 
folio, ordered by the city of New York for Lafayette, 
and on which he set the greatest value. This book, 
which was transmitted to him at Washington on his 
birthday, by a deputation from New York, contains 
the acts and dehberations of that city, and a narrative 
of the ev^its whidi relate to his stay there. It is 
adorned with vignettes and handsome drawings, exe- 
cuted with the pen. The penmanship of the work was 
executed by Mr. Bragg, and the drawings and vignettes 
by Messrs. Burton, Inman, and Gumming. The paper 
is of American manufacture, the binding is extremely 
rich, and executed by Mr. Forster, of New York. To 
preserve the volume from injury, it has been placed in 
a mahogany box with lock and key. 

Two mahogany armchairs, and four ordinary chairs, 
covered with morocco leather, and a table with a desk, 
form the frimiture of the library ; where are also two 
ehairs, the cushions of which were embroidered by 
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Madame La&yette. In the table drawers are two seals.* 
Qne of Cornelian, worn by Lafayette on his first vojrage 
to America, bears his cipher, surrounded with the 
motto which he had adopted-^Ciur Nan* 




The other seal, is that habitually used by him, and 
given to him by Mr. Barnett, consul for the United 
States in Paris. It represents the head of Washington 
surrounded with rays. 




Near one of the windows of the library is placed a 
speaking-trumpet, the use of which I shall presently 
explain. 

The objects contained in the presses and drawers of 
the library, might of themselves form a museum. I 
shall now introduce some of them to your notice. 

First, a Roman banner, a trophy presented by the 
city of Lyons to Gteneral Lafayette, when he relin- 
quished the conunand of the National Guard, after the 
formation of the Constituent Assembly. Lafeyette had 
a high value for, and preserved with gratitude, this tes- 
timony of esteem, given to him by the inhabitants of the 
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. secaod city of France, at a memoTable period of oar 
first revolation. Thus, when in 1829 the general had 
been harangued by M. Pranelle, in the name of thd 
citizens of Lyons, he in his answer reminded that fimo- 
tionary, that at the solemnity of the federation, he had 
with the utmost transport applauded the new banner of 
the department of the Rhone. '^ It was on the occasion 
of that sublime anniversary," added he, "that I re- 
ceived from the city of Lyons the symbolic present 
which you have done me the honour to mention, and 
which I have ever preserved as a precious talisman — 
an indissoluble tie that binds me to her welfitre." 

The following is a brief description of the trophy, of 
which you are above presented with a sketch. A 
civic crown of oak leaves, surmounted by the Gallic 
cock, embraces a large shield, on one side of which, is 
represented the self-devoted Curtius precipitating him- 
self into the gul^ whose flames already envelop his 
horse's breast On the other side of the shield, is the 
lion, which has been adopted as the arms of the city. 




Under the crown, on the first cross-piece, are inscribed 
the initial letters C. L. O. C, {Cives Lugdunenses 
Optimo dvi.) 

2d. A civic crown of silver, given to Lafiiyctte in 
1829, by the inhabitants of the town of Grenoble. The 
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oak-leayes with which this crown is encircled, and the 
acorns placed at different distances, are tastefully and 
exquisitely wrought 

3d. A gold medal, presented to La&yette by the chil- 
dren of the public schools of Hartford, and on which 
may be read — 

TBM 
CHILDREir OF HARTFORD, 

TO LAFAYETTE, 

4th SEPTEMBER, 18M. 

4th. A handsome medal, which the electors of Meaux 
caused to be struck in honour of Lafayette. It was 
engraved by our skilful artist *M. Gatteaux, and bears 
<m one side a striking likeness of Lafayette, with two 
dates, which recall two memorable epochs of his political 
career — 1789 and 1830. On the other side, a civic crown 
forms a frame for the following words in basreUef : — 

A LAFAYETTE 

L'ARRONDISSEMENT DE MEAUX 
•1830. 



Many of the objects consist of souvenirs of General 
Washington, whicli La&yette preserved with religious 
care. The following are the principal : — 

5th. An ivory-handled pair of glasses, mounted in 
silver, and used by Washington during the latter years 
of his Ufe. One side of the handle bears a silver shield, 
on which may be read the word — " Washington." The 
glasses are enclosed in a morocco-leather case. 

6th. A long-handled parasol, with an ivory top, 
which the illustrious President of the United States 
usually attached to his horse's saddle, to protect him- 
self on his travels, from the burning rays of a Carolina 
16 
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sun. The colour of the stuff with which the parasd is 
covered, has almost entirely faded. 

7th. The last piece of tapestry embroidered by Mrs. 
Washington, at the age of seventy. It represents shells, 
of the comb shape, regularly arranged, and covers a 
handsome cushion, presented to Lafayette, as expressed 
in the inscription which is behind it, on the 31st Au- 
gust, 1821, by Mrs. Lawrence Lewis, granddaughter 
of Mrs. Washmgton. 

8th. A ring, enclosing Washington's and his wife's 
hair. Lafayette having, in 1824, proceeded to visit the 
tomb of his illustrious friend at Mount Vernon, Mr. 
Custis, grandson of Mrs. Washington, presented to him 
the ring, in the name of the fiimily, at the same time 
requesting him to bequeath it, after his death, to his 
eldest grandson, M. Oscar Lafityette. 




The chestnut hair, in the middle of the ring, is Wash- 
ington's ; the white hair, on each aide, that of his wife. 
Around the hair, are the words, pater patriae: ; on 
the sides, mount vernon ; and behind, the following 
inscription : — 

LAFAYETTE 

vm. 

ntO.. NOVI. OBBIf , LnUBRTAm 

DiBCERTABAT. JU¥£1QS. 

BTABILITAM. SENE^X. 



1894. 
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9ch. The decoration of CincitmatuSf worn by Wash* 
ingtoflL Mrs. Lewis, who had inherited this predoas 
decoration, made a present of it, in 1624, to La&yette| 
with a request that it should be afterward given to his 
second grandson, M. Edmond La&yette. After the war 
of independence, the officers of the American, army had 
established the order of Cincinnatus, with a yiew to 
form, among themselves, a bond, that might remind 
them of their ancient union. The object of the society 
was, 1st, To perpetuate the memory of the American 
revolution, and to keep up a friendship among the offi* 
cers, and the union of the States. 2d, To form a cap- 
ital, the interest of which was to be employed for the 
relief of the widows and orphans of such as had &ilen 
in the war. Washington had been named president of 
the <»rder ; the suppression of which, he, at a later pe* 
riod, demanded from the General Assembly, as it had 
excited a spirit of jealousy and animosity among his 
fellow-citizens. The society of Cincinnatus, feeling the 
deepest gratitude for the generous assistance which 
America had received from France, and being desirous 
of perpetuating ties of friendship between the officers 
of both countries, had sent the decoration of the order 
to the Counts D'Estaing, De Grasse, De Barras, De 
Rochambeau, and to Lafayette, the unfortunate Lapey^ 
rouse, &c. The decoration, of enamelled gold, is 
framed in a laurel crown, sustained by two cornu copue^ 
interwoven together, from which issues firuit, and which 
are themselves suspended to the riband by an oblong 
ring formed of two tresses, attached together. The 
American eagle, with extended wings, occupies the 
middle of the crown, and bears a shield on each side. 
On one of the shields may be seen Cincinnatus, leaning 
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on his plough, and Teceiving the Roman deputies, who 
present him with the sword of the dictator. Around, 
are these words, written in letters of gdd, on a skjr-blue 
ground: omnia, relinciuit. servare. rempu. On 
the other shield, may be observed Cincinnatus resumiiig 
his agricultural labours, and conducting a plough. At 
a little distance is his cottage. This little scene is 
illumined by the sun, and around are the words — 

SOCI. CIN. RUM. INST. A. D. 1783, VIRT. PR.B. The 

figures of the shields are of dead gold ; the ground of 
green enamel ; and the bearings, of carnation enamdi. 
The decoration is supported by a sky-blue watered silk 
riband, edged with a white piling, in token of the al- 
liance between France and America, and held together 
by a gold clasp. The riband used by Washington is 
half worn out. On the morocco-leather box, which en- 
closes the decoration, sure the words — ^^ Washington's 
Cincinnati Badge/' 

10th. A cane which was formerly carried by Frank- 
lin — ^given to Lafayette on his last visit to America. 

11th. A pin, the square medallion of which contains 
the hair, and presents the cipher of Franklin. This 
pin was sent to Lafayette by his friend's granddaugh- 
ter. On the back are engraved the words — Benjamin 
Franklin. > 
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12th. A ring which presents the portrait, and con- 
tains the hair of Jeremy Bentham. That celebrated 
English writer bequeathed it by will to Lafayette. 
Round the ring are engraved the words — Memento far 
OenercU Lafayette. Behind the medallion may be 
observed the hair of J. Bentham, platted, and around, 
the words — Jeremy Bentham^s hair asnd profile. 




13th. A crystal box, mounted in gold, and closed 
with a small padlock: It contains some mournful 
souvenirs. Just before he perished on the^scaffoldj 
the brave Ri6go untied his cravat, and sent it to his 
wife, with a lock of his hair. Msldame Ri6go divided 
the cravat and the hair into two halves-r-rone of which 
she kept for herself, and sent the other to La&yette. 
The latter was deeply affected on seeing the precious 
relics. They are clearly distinguished through the 
pure crjrstai of the box, on which may be read the 
following simple inscription — 

Teresa el Ribgo 

Y RiEGO. 

The piece of cravat, which is of black silk, is placed 
on the bottom of the box; the hair being rolled upon 
a card. The following plate, which is but a third of the 
size of the original, may give you an idea of the whole. 
In 1824, when La&yette rej^ied to a speech address- 
ed to him by M. Campe, the president of the committee 
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of Spanish refugees at New Orleans, he said of Spain 
— ^''liberty will soon return to enlighten and to fertil- 
ise that interesting portion of Europe. Then, and 
then only, will be ajqpeased the manes of Ri^go, of his 
young and ill-fitted spouse, and so many other victims 
of superstition and tyranny."* 

14th. A round box, which, on account of the wood 
composing it, is a curiosity. The box is of walnut- 
tree wood, and on the lid is a circle divided into four 
parts, each of which is formed of a different species of 
wood. The following inscription in English may be 
read on the back : — " Relics of the olden time. Gift of 
J. F. Watson, member of the society of Penn, to Gen- 
eral Lafiiyette, when he was at Germantown, 20th July, 
1825." The walnut-tree wood is from the last tree of 
the forest of Penn, cut in 1818, opposite to the hall of 
independence. Piece of tlie wood of another tree of 
Penn, existing at Dash-Hill. The elm-wood is fiom 
the treaty tree. The oak is from the first bridge con- 
structed on the Dock creek. The mahogany is from 
the house of Christopher Columbus. 

16th. Several other boxes, of different shapes and 
sizes, made from the wood of the tree so well known in 
the United States by the name of the treaty tree, under 
which William Penn concluded, with the Indians, the 
treaty for the cession of the territory of Pennsylvania. 

16th. A large ivory-headed cane, made from the 
wood which served for the first monument erected to 
the memory of Greneral Warren, who fell at Bunker 
l£ll, on the 17th June, 1775, fighting for the independ- 
ence of his country. The gold circle which surrounds 

* Leyu»ear-^work already qvoted^vol. 9d, page Sift. 
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the cane bears an inscription in English, stating, that on 
the 17th June, 1S25, (the anniversary of the Battle 
of Bunker Hill,) it was given to General La&yette by 
the members of the Charlestowri Lodge of King Solo* 
mon, (in the state of Massachusetts.) 

17th. A cane, the head of which presents tlie por* 
trait of Lafayette, and which was given to him under 
the following circumstances. At the period of his last 
visit to your countrymen, an old American captain 
sought him out at NashviUe, and embraced him with 
tears, saying — "I have had two happy days in my exist- 
ence, that on which I landed with you at Charlesto wn, in 
1777, and this day. I have seen and embraced you: 
I now desire to live no longer." He then added, "I 
have nothing but this cane, on which you see your 
portrait — ^I request you to accept it^ and to keep it, in 
memory of one <^ your old soldiers and companions 
inarms." lia&yette often made use of this cane. The 
above circumstance reminds: me Qf the story of a worthy 
locksmith, the fiitber of a femily; who was brought to 
loe, at the hoi^tal of St. Antoine, on' the 28th July^ 
1830. The poor man, whose thigh-bone had been 
shattered by a ball, said to me: — <^I feel that I am 
mortally wounded, but while being carried hither, I 
Qiet La&yette — he pressed my hand — ^I die content" 
The unfortunate man expired a few days afterward^ 
firom the gravity of the accidents which were the conse- 
quence of his wound. 

18th. A cane forwarded to Lafeyette, by a depulfr- 
tion from the inhabitants of Berg^, on the occasion of 
his last visit to America. %It is made from the brandi 
of an apple-tree, uncler which he had breakfasted with. 
Washington, when they both passed throu^ die towa 
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together, during the war of the revolution. The apple- 
tree was blown down, by a storm, in 1821. These va- 
rious circumstances are engraved on the gold head of 
the cane« 

19th. A very handsome sword given to Lafityette, 
by the New York militia, on the occasion of his last 
visit 

20th. A sword, manufactured at New York, and pre- 
sented to La&yette on the 10th September, 1824, by 
Colonel Muir, at the head oi the 9th regiment of artil- 
lery of the state of that name. 

The handle is of ivory, surmounted by an eagle's 
head, which is of carved gold, as well as the rest of the 
mounting. The guard is a small cannon, with move- 
able wheels, the spokes of which are formed of laurel 
branches. The different parts of the handle are joined 
together by twisted work, in good taste. The blade, 
which is damascened in gold, presents different alle- 
gorical figures, relating to the military art, and to the 
liberty and union of the states of North America. The 
American eagle is represented there surmounted by a 
streamer, on which may be read the words — e pluribus 
UNVM. The scabbard of the sword is of copper, gilt 
and carved, and terminating in a quiver, surmounted 
by the Phrygian cap. On one of the sides, is engraved 
the following inscription : — 

Presented to Major General Lafayette, by Colonel 
Alexander M. Muir, in behalf of the officers of the 
Ninth Regiment N. Y. /S. Artillery, lOth JSeptember, 
1824, as a small token of the esteem in which he is 
held by them^for his pri'oate ^orth^ and distinguished 
services, during the war which gave ixdependence 

TO THE UNITED STATES, 
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VOLUME I. 



Preface « ««•».•• .••..^^.••^•••▼ii 

L&TTER PIR8T. 

Qeneral considerations on Lafayette's existence 1 

The author of these letters has no pretensions to write Lafayette's 
history, but merely to communicate to Mr. Townsend some 
isolated facts on the life of that illustrious man. Connexion 

of the author with Lafayette and his family 6 

The author believes himself enabled to state, without conceal- 
ment, all that he knows of Lafayette's character and person. 

Portrait of Lafayette ,. X 

His figure, features, cotntplexfon, intellectual faculties 8 

The expression of his cduhtehance. ...../..? i •'. 9 

His external hacbits, movements, Vdice 9 

Ws meals, dress ; his pi>rtrait by M. Scheffer ; his cleanliness ; 

manner of living; hjs opilliou on the, employment of time. . . 9 
Lafayette detested gaming j ^is reason, enthusiasm, information. 10 
He judged mankind according to his own feelings, and saw 
them as they ought to be U 

LETTER SECOND. 

La(afelle]Hidafai|ipy]ftemot7.......v«..^ H 

HisficMikneBB; meliqphorofMaibmDiiptty «• 13 

Ws conversation, repartees, anecdotes • 13 

Jiespoks little at tb« Ooastitnent AsseiftMy ; his talent for «ie- 

tempore «pe«Ui|g was developed sabseipiefitly ta the restora^ 

tkm-, his astttipoM BpeeehM. 14 

fife speechca ir%M fteq^, and th«ir obfedl <A«^7 indiciated; 

anecdote... «....i • *• 

His iHtamgaiidiiB airil i«erpOlatloas...««« * 15 

m wrote aad epolra English and Fimek with eqwd fteflity ; 

hisilfleiB Fhttieh 4..... • 15 

Bfc style in tngUA •. ^^* 16 

17 
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Character of his handwriting. H 

Lafayette was on a level with all mankind 18 

Hisiindness, good faith, excellent <m» 18 

. He might, in the last mentioned respect, have served as a model 
to yoong people, whom he received with kindness 18 

Lafayette was guided only by the aspirations of his heart to do 
good 19 

He famished the author with the opportunity of witnessing his 
activity, when circumstances required it 19 

His moral qualities exercised absolute influence over his physi- 
cal qualities ; his courage 90 

His patience and resignation under physical suffering. Relation 
of his sufferings while undergoing medical treatment for a 
fracture of the thigh flO 

Letter, in English, from Lafayette to Masclet, in which he 
speaks of the accidents that attended his fracture, of his hope 
of shortly being a grandfather, of his son's approaching ap- 
pointment as aid-de-camp to General Canclaux, and of family 
matters 31 

Lafayette was averse to suffering slight pain, when he judged it 
unnecessary S8 

Lafayette was not carried away by anger ; expression of his dis- 
content S3 

BUs opinion of anger 33 

The nature of his ambition 33 

Passage of a letter from Lafayette to the Bailli de Ploen, in 
which he speaks of his innate dispositions S3 

Lafayette esteemed glory, reputation ; who, in his opinion, was 
the greatest man of the age 34 

Lafayette's answer to a deputation whieh, in 1830, pressed hioi 
to take the crown for himself. Aneedote of an Bnglishnan, 
who came to Paris to see La&yette 34 

Candour was the predominant feature of Lafiiyette's eharaetsr . . 34 

Lafayette never employed unsuitable or trivial expressions. .... 35 

Lafayette was master of his impressions; anecdote respecting a 
distribution of prixes at a school of mutual instmction. 36 

Lafayette's discretion. and confidence.. , 86 

Has insensibility to the invectives ^i passioB, and the praises of 
flattery. 36 

Passages of a letter from Lafayette to the BailU de Roen, rela- 
tive to his doctriAe, repntation,'and profession of faith 36- 
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Pifi 

Lafayette loved trath beyond everything 27 

He offended political parties without convincing them ; he gives 
an account of his position and conduct between those parties. S7 



LETTER THIRD. 
Lafayette always thought as he spoke ; his indulgence ; his* be* 

nevolence; his opinion on fortune S8 

He was a member of almost every benevolent associatiim 39 

He forgot ingratitude, and cherished resentment against none. . 39 

Lafayette's reflections on gratitude and ingratitude 99 

He was happy to oblige ; his confidence was frequently abused . . 30 
Lafayette gives the author letters of recommendation for Doctor 

Delacoux; Lafayette's letters of recommendation; anecdote 90 
M. de Chastellox speaks of the moral influence of Lafayette's 
letters on the States of the Union, when he senred in the 

American army 31 

La&yette was enriuurrassed on receiving thanks 33 

His gratitude for the most trifling services; he acknowledg- 
ments to Doctor Qirou de Buiareingaes. 33 

La&yette held the dcmiestic virtues in high estimation .* 33 

His regard for his relatives; his tenderness towards his wife; 

anecdote 33 

Lafayette's letter to Maselet, thankmg him for his feelings on the 

death of his wife 33 

Lafoyette loved all his dkfldren alike ; made the author read a 
letter fWmi Don Pedro, relative to his grandson, M. Jules de 

Lasteyrie 35 

M. Jules de Lasteyrie bad been wounded at the siege of Oporto ; 
at a later period nearly lost his sight ; Lafayette's interest for 

his grandson during his illness 36 

Laftiyette acquaints the author with a circumstance in the life 

of General Philip de £Mgar 36 

Count de £Mgar during the last years of his life ; his family; 

Madame de S^gur 37 

Everybody felt an irresistible feeling in Lafayette's favour ; on 
his side, he sympathited with those who had any elevation of 

soul; true friends are not acquired by wit or talent 38 

Lafayette loved his fHends sineerely; his demonstrations of 
friendship ; passage of a letter which he wrote to Masclet on 
the Russian campaign k ^ ••• 39 
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Liibyette eoBSolts the author on the health of his friend, President 
JetknoA ; his friendship for Mr. Brown ; for Tictor Jacqnemont 40 

Victor Jacqnemont, dnring his stay at Lahore, drinks Lafayette's 
health ; Lafkyette visits M. Licyasseur, who was wonnded in 
the three days of July, 1830 41 

The author acquaints Lafhyette with news of his friend Mas- 
cletfrom Italy; Lafkyette's gratitude to Masclet; he learns 
the death of Masclet's wife 42 

Mademoiselle d'HendUy informs Lafhyette of Masclet's death } 
La&yette's answer to Mademoiselle d'Hervilly 43 

Mademoiselle d'Herrilly intrusts the author with the correspond- 
ence between liBlkyette and Masclet 41 

LETTER FOURTH. 

Lafayette's firiendship for MMseXei daterfrom the periodof his cap- 
tiTity at Olmutz; Lafayette obliged to expatriate himarif; i» 
arr^tedby the Aiistriaas, itoigwitbhfeooiiqia&ioiisineaEilii* 45 

He is transferred, in company with them, from prison to prison; 
ineffectual steps taken by the Am«rieBna to obtain La&yeCte^ 
release 46 

Joseph Masclet participates in LAfayette'sapiaions, and wilinat 
knowing him, takes active steps to obtain his release ^ 47 

In his writings in farour of La&yette, he adopts the name of 
Eleuth^re 49 

He had formed a connexion with the principal members of the< 
opposition in England, and had succeeded in ettablifliiing a 
secret correspondence with the prisoners.. • * 49 

He refutes a manifesto from the Court of Vienna ; effiirtsof the- 
FfigiiRh opposition members on behalf of Lafayette 60 

Oeneral Fitzpatrick's motion; Lafayette sequestered from the 
entire world at Olmutz.... 61 

Madame Lafayette, who had just been released from the prisons 
of Paris, sends her son to America, and obtains leave from 
the Emperor of Austria to shut herself up, with her two 
daughters, in the dungeons of Olmutz ; her courage, resigaft* 
tion, and devotion to Lafayette ; Bollman and Huger fail in an 
attempt to release Lafayette 53 

Public opinion pronounces in favour of the prisoners of Olmntz; 
steps taken by the French generals, by Boni^Murte, Clarke, and 
the Directory, to obtain their liberation 58 

Pressing note from the French government to the Court of 
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ViMiaa, with ngafd to the fnrisoBeis of Olmnts ; the Coutt of 
Vienna consents to release them, on condkionB which they 

refnse; Lafayette's Declaration 54 

Lafayette's suffezings at Olmntz had impaired his health, with- 
out diminishing his courage ; he avoided being chained ; an- 
ecdote ; jests with the officer of the prison ; anecdote 66 

The Baron de Thngut, prime minister of Austria, consents to 
release the prisoners ; on what conditions; Lafa3rette and his 
companions in misfortune are liberated f Lafayette proceeds to 
Hambonrg with his family ; his letter to Elenthftre (Masclet) 
to thank him for the part taken by the latter in his liberation ; 
gives him an account of his journey on quitting Olmutz. ... 57 

First interview between Lafayette and Masclet €S 

Passage of a letter in which Lafayette reminds Masclet of the 

above interview ; aaother passage of a letter of Lafayette 63 

Maselet continueBto be oecapied with Lafayette'^ interests ; enters 
into the administrative career, and dies in the post of French 
Consul at Nice ; his last tbou^ts are devoted to Lafayette. . . 64 
Iiafayette, daring his exile, was more occupied about his friends 
than about himscif ; extract from one <^ his letters to Masclet, 
relative to hiB apf^ication to the Directory in favour of the 
officers who had followed him ; honours paid by the French 

'army to the memory c^Wasbmgton 66 

Lafhyette, alter his return to France, retires to Lagrange^ 

notice relative to General Latour Maubourg 66 

Geneeal Latour Maubonrg'e DeeUraficm in the prisons of 01 muti: 67 
What became of him after his liberation ; dies May 88th, 1831 ; ' 

notice relative to Bureaux de Pusy 69 

Bureaux de PB8y^s Declaration in the prisons of Olmuts TO 

After his release he enters into the administrative career, and 

dies in the post of Piefoct of Genoa in 1807 74 

General Latour Maubourg's letter, written f^om (Kmntz ; situa- 
tion of the prisons. .•? 74 

Fnrmtnra; guard and superintendenoe 74 

Rigmeg keeping up the prison — 78 

Vexaitioiis treatment of the prisoner; their Nothing 86 

LETTER FIFTH. 
The author introduces to the reader, Messrs. Jules GmgecB, 
and Felix Pontonnier, two persons alluded to in M. Latour 

Maubourg's letter only by their baptismal names*. » • 86 

17* 
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TliecM ocnpontl of die pmom ef OioHitz sketdml bf Mad*> 
inoiMUeAAttstaiieLBfayetit; htsPorimit..... <...». 89 

Ohaiactei of Lafayette ^ hiskindneas to his semBts ; anecdote. 90 

The author enuaeittes some at Lalhyctte's opmions; does net 
adopt all of them, at least as far as regards their application. 91 

Why 1 Cbancter, duties, and patriotism of a physieiui in the 
present state of society 93 

Lafayette would haye desired to make but a single &mily of the 
whole human race ; his opinion on the rights and duties of 
men ; his praibssion of £uth, addressed to the Bailli de PloBn. 94 

Men were created citiaens of the worid ; burdens of society ; its 
shameful erils. 96 

lafayette never forgot that he was the friend <^his fellow crea- 
tores, or that they had a claim upon his support and proteotioB; 
his letter to the Directory in favour of his companions in eziie. 96 

Extract from La&yette'b speech to his feliow-citizcBS of the De- 
partment of the Haute Loire 97 

Lafayette was much ai&icted by the imetUis of the month of 
A^il, inquired with great interest alker the health of Messrs. 
Chalamel and Hii, who weie wmmded en thsiaeeasifMi, and 
who were attended by the author; Lafayette was always a 
friend to order and pnblic tranqn^ity, he thought that the 
tumnltuoos movements of the people served only to sttai4^ * 
their emancipation • «... «. 9B 

True liberty can exist only mder the empire of the InirB ; Ls»- 
fityette was the defender of the laws no less Iha^the promoter 
of liberty ; passages from his speech to the members of thcf fe^ 
deration, July 14th, 1790, and from one <^ his letters to M. 
d' Archenholz ; he had the instinct of libec^ ; in wbflt manner 

he understood liberty ..•,«••««»« 96 

He knew that the despotism of anarchy is the wont of aU dea* 
potisms; he tnM>ea the portrait of the men pinaed at the head 
the revolution after the 10th Angnst, 1793 ; his eenfidtonee in 

the opinion of the masses ...^ « UD 

He was ambitious of obtaining the a^piobation of the mass, but 
to secure it would do nothing at variaaoe with his eonscienoe 
or his convictions; anecdote; his sentiments with regard to 

the oppressed and their oppressors; anecdote 101 

Lafayette instinctively espoused the cause of oppressed minori- 
ties; his opinion on die liberty of the press lib 

His eonneouon with most of the philanthropises of the age ; his 
attachment to Lord Hidland ; jaodbite faction 10ft 
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UBTTER SIXTH. 

LafayMte always preferred his duty to hb penoaal mterett; 
adfloits this in his letter to the Bailli de Ploftn^ quotation 104 

The Coont de Sugar's visit to Charles X.f that sovereign's 
opinion of La&yette M5 

Lafttyette'sdelicacy when his personal interests wte>e conee rae d ; 
he complained of injustice without Mttemess; ofqiosition 
made to his son's militery promotion 105 

Lafii3i«tte's opinion on the military ^irit^ his attachment to the 
national coloars; quotation; he was ever ready to saeriice 
himseif finr hisoomtry; anecdote • 106 

Lafayette votes against the consobhip for life ; his feelings and 
wishes for his co«ntrj daring his exile ; he caUs himself ike 
obsHmaU defender 0/ cowifenHaHS ; qiiotacion ; his alfectkm for 
the- National GhMurds; his opinion c^ that institution ; qi]otati<Hi 107 

During his malady he wished to resume his legislatiye duties; 
Ms opinion of the bill on the American treaty 106 

His immatability ; revolutions make men kndwn ; Lafayette him- 
self admitted that his principles and opinions Were unchangeable 110 

Letter, in English, frotn Lafayette to Maadet IIO 

Lafayette made no engagement except on mature reAeetioti ; was 
but tittle inflneaoed by othen inhi^ determinations; quotation 
fronLone of his letters to Masclet; his probity in pubke attiri 113 

BzCract irmn one of his letters to Masclet; he thought more of 
good sense than: wit; his ambition for the public good was 
free from every species of personal ambition; qvotation from 
his letter to the BaiUi di Plodn 1 13 

His only aanbUkn wais^to preire hiamelf a foad citiMa ; extraet 
from one of his letteM written to IMaselet during his exile — 114 

Hii soul was tormented by the low of good; qnotalion from a 
letter wriMUi by him ftion tbe priste-of fifiagdeboalg to li. 
<rArcheaholz^.w..^«,«... », v.. ....*!.*. ..-i.. 115 

Political and religious opinions ; Lafayette had a high et^mm 
ibr many whose political q;Mnions were (^pjteed to his oWu') 
his opiaion oa Ubaity of eoBKiencn ilr religions mattera; Ids 
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dif^ontioil ««§ op«i to hope ; extnnt from one of his letttts 
tiMaaelet. U6 

Faange from another letter to the same friend ; Lafayette knew 
that SQccess could be obtained by evil means, bat he regtudied 
fhem as onworthy ; conversation between La&jrette and Mi- 
rabean ^.«.. r 117 

€>rpmweil'€hrandisim ; anecdote; Lafayette was opposed to Cffups 
d^ikU ; passage from one of his letters to Masclet, in which 
he expresses his opinion oi^ the rerolntion of Fracts^k)f ...... 118 

Oases in which, in La&yette's opinion, reoourse might be had 
te insurrection ; duties and rights of man ; his opinion em the 
consCitiition and the objects of goyermncnt 131 

Lafayette wi^ttd pabHc affiurs to be treated openly , hiiopinion 
en the canses which have brought aboat oar pcditieal re> 
generation. ... r 19f2 

He foresaw the rerohiti«n of 1890 ; anecdote ; he was the type 
of a perfectly civiliicd being ; be thoaf^ that iastractioa 
promoted the happiness of natioDsi.^.^ , 123 

He was grieved on being mfiMmed of the law against asKcia- 
tions ; he thought that instmction shoold be direeted toward ose- 
M objects ; he regretted nol having studied anatomy in his yonth 134 

His opinion on labour; man shooUl labonr, not only ias himself 
and his contemporaries^ bnt also for futate generations.... .. 1S4 

A good edncation is the best inhertamce which parents can be- 
queath to their children 1S6 

La&yette'sestcem for industrious peo|4e ; deatltof Bi. I4emaire ; 
La&yette's regret on that occasion; the author thanks Mr. 
Townsend for tiie eommunieation of • etranmstanee relative 
to Lafriyette ;.,., 126 

Lafayette and the fomily of CohmelNevilte * 127 

LETTER SEVENTH. 
La&yette thought that man shoidd be at liber^ to enJwace the 
career that suits him; wished the intellectma foeulties to be 

cultivated at an early period ; errcffs of parents 12d 

Letter from Ijdhyette in English; he apaaks of the obstaelcs op- > 

posed to his son's military career. «. ».... •••., 129 

Lafityolie's opinion on gaming ••••.. 13S 

On the lottery; on self-love 134 

BCan is always soseeptible of improyement ; in general| men of 
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Hate self-Ioye ; calculated selfdove; flattery, . . . ; ^ 

Value Qf conaplimeats; seIf>lov« is ccainected y^iSk the ihstincl 

ofpreseryatioiL Id6 

Origin of aristocracies ; Lafayette's ideas oix aristocracws ; aH^ 
to<»atic filings exist naturally in the huatan heart ; ntm)«T- 

oos classes of aristocracies 137 

Aristocracy of physical strengdi; aristocracy of birth; titles of 

noMlity 181^ 

Nobility obliges to the performance of certain actions. 1S9 

Constitutional equality ; aristocracy of mbhisy . . . w ; . , . 141 

Aristocracy of mtelligence. USi 

Aristocracy of academic bodies ; religious communities'. ...... 143 

Civic aristocracy; religious aristocracy.. 143 

Military aristocracy.«..'.%-..-...>k.^i.kk*kk.b....>..kkk%*^«.... 144 
Aristoefacyt>f men (^colour. .^.....^..wi...;'.**.;' 144' 

LETTER EIGHTH. 
Aristocracy of depravity 145 

Aristocratic pretensions are in general increased, as we descend 
towards the lower ranks of each class; at present, the aristoc- 
racies are in a state of anarchy; general diBpM9tion<^ minds. 147 

A single aristocracy, is no longer sufficient to oonfer importanee 
on an individual ; conclusion to be drawn from the ezanynar 
tion oi the different sorts of aristocracy ; Li^ayette war a zeal- 
ous partisan of slave emancipation. ..... ..«. .«..•'•••• 148 

The Spaniards were the first to transport negroes into their col- 
onies ; Lafayette and Larochefoueald concur in feelings, opin- 
ions, and conduct, on the subject of negro emancipation ...... 149 

Lafayette devotes 100,000 francs to the purchase of a residence 
at Cayenne, for the instruction and subsequent emancipation 
of the negroes 150 

Lescalier ; Richeprey; the National Conventi<Mi ccxiyfiscates all 
Lafayette's property, and orders his negroes to be sold, in spite 
of Madame Lafayette's remonstrances 15^ 

Chratltude of the negroes on his plantation; La&yette wished 
only for the gradual emancipation of the negroes b • . . • 151 

Lafayette visits the free school ofyowng Africtms at New York; 
defends the rights of men of colour • . 159 

Pe strongly objects to the ill treatment to which prisoners are 
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sometimes exposed; qaotatioa from one ixf bis letters to the 
Prineess d*H6niii ^ 163 

La&yette visits indiridaals detained for political opinions; is 
indignant at the persecution of M. de Mello-Breyner by Don 
Mignel ; M. de Mello-Breyner, Portuguese minister in Paris; 
had improved the condition of the prisoners of Oporfo when 
goremor of that city 155 

He i» named Minister of Justice at Lisbon.; quits the ministry 156 

He is thrown into prison ; devotion of his daughter ; his horri- 
ble sufferings; his daughter is allawed as a favour to bury 
him ; instance of his noble disposition 157 

His daughter is obliged to quit her country; his sons fight for 
the liberatioa of Portugal ; Lafayette adopted, with some re- 
strictions,, the penitentiary regime of the prisons in the United 
States 158 

His opinion of our houses of correction; he constantly opposed 
the infliction of capital punishment, and exceptional tribunals 159 

His opinion of the king's trial ; he was familiar with all ques- 
tiona relative to morab, law, politics, political economy 160 



LETTER NINTH. 
Lafiyette's mode of Ufe at Lagrange ; he had longed mneh to 

possess that property • .« • ^ ..« . . ^ 161 

Gtnotations from his letters to Masclet ^ . « 162 

Lagrange Bleneau; situation; extent of the property; roads r 

chateau ; entrance ; gate; pUUe 164 

The chAteau seeft fVom the entrance of the cops&^ pkU» 168 

Plan of the chfUean ; explanation 169 

Moat ; apartments 170 

Different ejects which ornament them ; cannons presented to 

Laikyette by the people of Paris ; cockatoo given to him by 

Benjamin Constant ; chapel ; trophy of flags 171 

Receiring-rooms, busts, paintings ; the port of Passage, in Spain ; 

French federation 173 

Demolition of the Bastile ; anecdotes ; portraits 173 

Marble bust of Lafhyette, by David; second receiving-room; 

bust of Washington; portrait of the presidents of the United 

States 175 

Portraits of Bailly and LarochefOucauId ; busts of Riego and his 

wife ; Lafayette's apartment ; antechambe?, bedchamber ITS 
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Family portntits; portimits of celebrated personages; miniature 

ofM.P. K.Huger 177 

Paintings, drawings; riewof Payetteville, bjM. H. Say; plate 178 
M. Say sends his drawing to Lafayette, and receives his tlianks; 

Iiafayette, in 1824, ascertains the correctness of M. Say's drsM- ' 

ing; Vase presented to Lafyijeite by the midaiii^meai of the 

Brandfwine frigate ; description of the vessel ; pUUe 181 

Epanlets of Lafayette ; cane given to Lafayette by Commodore 

Taylor; plate; uniform of a grenadier of the National Guard 

of Warsaw ; coat presented by the Americans of Carolina. 185 

Library; its arrangement ; ornaments; books 185 

Polio manuscript presented to Lafayette by the City of New 

York; Xiafiiyette's seals; plates,,. 187 

^9bjects contained in the library ; 1st. A Roman Standard 188 

Description ; plates.,...'. 189 

3d. Civic crown, presented to Lafayette by the City of Grenoble ; 

3d. Medal presented by the children of the public schools of 

Hartford; 4th. Medid from the electors of Meaux; plate ; 
5th. Washington's eye-glass ;^2a2e. 6th. Washington's parasol; 

plate 193 

7th. Tapestry of Mrs. Washington. 8th. Ring, containing the 

hairof Washington and his wife, plate 194 

9th. Decoration of Cincinnatus, worn by Washington ; notice 

of the Order 6fCincinnatus 197 

Description of the decoration of that Order ; plate. 10th. Prank- 

lin's cane. 11th. Pin, with Pranklin's hair and cipher; piate. 196 
liSth. Ring containing some of Jeremy Bentham's hair ; plate. 

13th. Box presented by Riego's widow ; j?2ato 901 

14th. Box presented by Mr. J. P. Watson ; plate. 15th. Several 

other boxes ; cane by presented King Solomon's Lodge.. ..... jM 

17th. Cane of an old American captain ; anecdote of one of the 

wbunded of July, 1830. 18th. Cane given to Lafayette by the 

inhabitantsof the town of Bergen • 205 

19th. Sword pres^ted by the New York Militia. 90th. Sword 

presented by Colonel Muir, of the New York State Artillery; 

inscription on thescabbard; pUte • SM 
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Frontispieea, portrait of Lafayette • • •••• 4 

Portraitof the jailer at Olmutz ,«..»••«« »*«^ 89 

Poncipal entrance to the ch&teaU of X4i^r«i)fle..i • • * * » 1^ 

View of Lagrange from the Park .r. Ifff 

Plan of Lagrange ...*«I«««.« •««*..•,... 160 

View of FayetteviUe 4, 179 

Vase presented hj the midshipmen of the Brandywine.*. 1S3 

Cane presented by Com. Taylor ..,...,,•..*•..•« ^. 16ft 

Cornelian s^al, with Lafayette's cipher. • *. 187 

Seal, with Washington's head, presented by Mr. Bamet 167 

Roman Banner, presented by the citizens of Lyaii&.«-* ••••)• 188 

Roman Banner, ^ reYersteof ,,. .,.«.^,.. «•»••».** 189 

Medal struck by the Electors of Meanz.*.. •.•••.«,«.*«.^.... 193 

Ring eetfitldaing the hair of Washington and hiswib,, , 194 

Washington's irory-handled glasses^ ,• 195 

Washington's parasol — „« , .•..,.-•••-». 19ft 

Breastpin, with the hair and cipher of Franklin..,,, ,. «. 198 

Decoration of Cincinnatns »•«.,•.* «*•••••«••. 199 

Ring with Jeremy Bentham's portrait ,, ,«,.... 901 

Box with Riego's hair and crayat »•,.;..,.,. 90& 

Box, made of differ^t woods, presented by J. F. Watson« • « • •« 993 
Sword presented by the officers of the 9th Regimant, If. Y. 3, 
Artfflery ,... ^,. 909 
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